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Just past the Magistrates Court, on the right you will see a glass
bridge. This bridge is known as The Bridge of Aspiration. The
bridge connects the Royal Opera House to the Royal Ballet
School.

Did you know, The Bridge of Aspiration was coined because
once the ballet dancers graduate, and they have the talent, they
aspire to be employed as professional ballet dancers by the
Royal Opera House?

If you glance behind you, you will also notice a set of five red
telephone boxes. These are the K2 telephone boxes.

Did you know, the K2 was the original model for the famous
red telephone box? Most other telephone boxes are in fact
replicas of the K2.
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Te Iernaive
Whistle-stop

West End Culture Quarter
Tour

for Seven Days in Seven Dials
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. artistsandmakers.com/

The Alternative,Whistle-stop,
West End Culture Quarter Tour

Covent Garden

Seven Days in Seven Dials

For seven days, forty people explored the village of Seven
Dials armed with psychogeography techniques, technology and
a quest for adventure, they looked up, down and sideways.
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At the end of St. Martins Lane, follow the road
right round towards Charing Cross Road. Directly in
front, you will see the National Portrait Gallery.

The National Portrait Gallery was founded in 1856 but had no
permanent home until the late 1800s when the present site
was gained through a donation by Mr W H Alexander. An
extension was funded in 1928 by late Lord Duveen. The
collection contains over four thousand portraits of famous
British men and women. It also hosts the BP Portrait

Awards and commissions new portraits for its collections.

This concludes our tour of the
West End Culture Quarter.
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From Somerset House exit under the three arches.
Take a left to the traffic lights, turn right and cross
the road to the Lyceum Theatre.

Walking up on the right side of Wellington Street you will see
Christopher's American bar and grill and have a good view of
the Lyceum Theatre opposite you.

Here, you can truly appreciate the unique and truly individual
architecture of the surrounding area.

Christopher's American bar and grill claim to create the best
Martinis in London Town.

Did you know that during the 1800s, the building used to be
a paper mache factory? In the 1900s it was also London’s first
fully Licensed Casino and a brothel was located on the top
floor.



ol

1

ignd auyy
0} uado sI YaIym |[eH SUOSBUISRI] Y} 1B} Ul SI 935 [|IM NOA
3uIp|Ing 31BJI0GEIS Y1 WS UNOA 01 19215 MOg JO PUS Bt I

looyds 12jeg [BAOY By} pue asnop euad( [BACY 243

0} 950> pade(d [|om sI pue 9da1d SIy} Op O} 9SOUD dY AYm O}
Se uoseal & SaAI3 Yalym so1do} SHUNOAR) SBIOZZE|d JO SUO SBM
13|[eg u01d|NDs Ysiug UJOq UBI[E}| UB SBA OUM B}JOZZB|{ OZUT
Aq pateaud sem 4aoub(] Sunoy ‘anyels syl ‘moudy nok piqg

'saxoq auoyd asay1 JO Juoly Ul 3snf pagedo] S|
U2Iym 2n3e1S BULIR|[EG SUNOA B 22130U |jIM NoA ‘@xsoddo Apoaui(]

Cross the road to Endell Street and follow down
towards Shorts Gardens.

On Endell Street, The Cross Keys Pub, is a reasonably priced
and perfectly located public house. You may also notice the tree
slanted at a perfect 45 degree angle.

Walk towards the end of Endell Street just before
the turning for Shorts Gardens.

You will now see The Hospital Club on the right hand side
corner. The Hospital Club is an exclusive members-only club
that tries to establish relationships between artists and
businesses. They also organise many large scale events for
companies such as; MAC make-up, Blackberry and Sky TV.
The Hospital Club was co-founded by Paul Allen in 2004,
the co-founder of Microsoft.

Did you know, it was also heavily supported by Dave
Stewart of the Eurythmics?
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Follow Bow Street towards the Design Council.
Stop on the corner of the Design Council.

Here you will be able to view the Royal Opera House and
the beautiful architecture of the Paul Hamlyn Hall. The
Bow street entrance of the Royal Opera House is also
located here.

Did you know that the hall is dedicated to the late
publisher who established the biggest grant-making foundation
in Britain? He also generously donated £10 million — the
biggest donation in the history of the Royal Opera House. The
generous donation was made after a scandal surrounded the
previous benefactor Alberto Vilar. Vilar, a wealthy investor and
philanthropist was arrested in 1999 in New York City as he
was suspected of fraud. Consequently he withdrew the rest of
his donation and the Royal Opera House was left with no
funding. It was Paul Hamlyn who rescued the project and
subsequently the hall was dedicated to him.





