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As It Comes; talking shop in
Lancaster

Alice Angus

A project by Alice Angus exploring the history and future
of local and independent traders in Lancaster.
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TALKING
SHOP

As It Comes, by Alice Angus, is part of Talking Shop a creative
regeneration programme, run by Mid Pennine Arts since 2005,
engaging creative practitioners to work with independent
businesses to highlight their importance as hubs of their local
communities. The projects have included exhibitions, films, and
publications. You can see details at www.midpenninearts.org.uk

In Lancaster the Chamber of Commerce had identified a need
to support the independent retailers to survive the recession
and compete as a visitor destination. Discussions developed
between us around the strong heritage of independent trade
and the stories and people behind it. The Chamber decided

to commission an artist through Ta/king Shop to tell the story
of the traders who are so crucial to the city’s success. Funding
came from Lancaster City Council through the Department for
Communities and Local Government. The project represents
a new partnership between Lancaster District Chamber of
Commerce, Storey Gallery and Lancaster University.

The empty shop windows we are using are a very public and
relevant space to communicate the Talking Shop message that
independent traders are key to the local economy, and that by
working with artists we can shed new light on the issues. Alice’s
work beautifully illustrates the skills and creativity that typify
independent traders and we’re delighted to present it and this
publication as a record of Lancaster, As I Comes.

Lucy Green
Talking Shop Project Coordinator, Mid Pennine Arts
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