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rtist 2004-2005

Since graduating in printed textile design 
at M

anchester M
etropolitan U

niversity, 
C

harlotte has exhibited paintings and 
prints as w

ell as doing illustration 
com

m
issions.
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w

w
.charlottehardy.drivehq.com

12

P
E

T
E

R
 F

IR
M

IN
 

G
ue

st
 A

rt
is

t
A

ft
er

 t
ra

in
in

g 
at

 t
he

 C
ol

ch
es

te
r 

Sc
ho

ol
 

of
 A

rt
 a

nd
 C

en
tr

al
 S

t 
M

ar
tin

s, 
Pe

te
r 

co
-

fo
un

de
d 

Sm
al

lfi
lm

s 
w

ith
 t

he
 la

te
 O

liv
er

 
Po

st
ga

te
. T

og
et

he
r 

th
ey

 m
ad

e 
N

og
gi

n 
 

th
e 

N
og

, I
vo

r 
th

e 
En

gi
ne

, C
la

ng
er

s 
an

d 
Ba

gp
us

s. 
H

e 
ha

s 
si

x 
da

ug
ht

er
s, 

fo
ur

 o
f 

w
ho

m
 p

ai
nt

 a
t 

C
os

m
o.

1

C
o

sm
o

 C
h

in
a

 -
 2

0
th

 A
n

n
iv

er
sa

ry
 E

xh
ib

it
io

n

C
os

m
o 

C
hi

na
 is

 a
 h

an
dp

ai
nt

ed
 c

er
am

ic
s 

st
ud

io
 a

nd
 s

ho
p 

in
 B

lo
om

sb
ur

y, 
Lo

nd
on

.

C
os

m
o 

st
ar

te
d 

lif
e 

in
 1

98
5 

as
 T

he
 N

or
th

in
gt

on
 s

tr
ee

t 
st

ud
io

 in
 a

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
of

f t
he

 G
ra

y’s
 In

n 
R

oa
d.

 
Jo

si
e 

Fi
rm

in
 h

ad
 m

et
 h

er
 b

us
in

es
s 

pa
rt

ne
r 

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 S
tr

an
ge

w
ay

s 
a 

fe
w

 y
ea

rs
 p

re
vi

ou
sl

y 
in

 h
is

 s
ho

p 
St

ra
ng

ew
ay

s 
in

 C
ov

en
t 

G
ar

de
n.

 T
og

et
he

r 
th

ey
 s

aw
 a

 g
ap

 in
 t

he
 m

ar
ke

t 
fo

r 
be

sp
ok

e 
ha

nd
pa

in
te

d 
ch

in
a. 

T
he

 o
ri

gi
na

l s
ho

p 
w

as
 r

un
 a

s 
a 

so
rt

 o
f o

pe
n 

st
ud

io
, e

na
bl

in
g 

pa
ss

er
s-

by
 t

he
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 t

o 
w

at
ch

 t
he

 
ar

tis
ts

 a
t 

w
or

k 
an

d 
bu

y 
th

ei
r 

pr
od

uc
e.

 T
hi

s 
se

t-
up

 p
ro

ve
d 

po
pu

la
r 

w
ith

 c
us

to
m

er
s 

w
ho

 w
er

e 
ab

le
 

to
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
e 

di
re

ct
ly

 w
ith

 t
he

 a
rt

is
ts

 p
ai

nt
in

g 
th

ei
r 

ch
in

a 
an

d 
or

de
r 

sp
ec

ia
l c

om
m

is
si

on
s. 

Jo
si

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 h
er

 s
is

te
rs

 a
nd

 c
ol

le
ge

 fr
ie

nd
s 

to
 jo

in
 t

he
 p

ai
nt

in
g 

co
lle

ct
iv

e,
 a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
sc

ou
tin

g 
fo

r 
ta

le
nt

 
at

 d
eg

re
e 

sh
ow

s. 
Ev

en
tu

al
ly

 t
he

y 
ou

tg
re

w
 t

he
 s

tu
di

o,
 a

nd
 Jo

si
e 

an
d 

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 o
pe

ne
d 

a 
pr

op
er

 s
ho

p 
in

 C
os

m
o 

Pl
ac

e 
in

 1
99

0.
 T

od
ay

 t
he

re
 a

re
 o

ve
r 

15
 a

rt
is

ts
 p

ai
nt

in
g 

fo
r 

C
os

m
o 

C
hi

na
 in

 L
on

do
n 

an
d 

C
an

te
rb

ur
y, 

w
he

re
 a

 s
is

te
r-

sh
op

 w
as

 o
pe

ne
d 

in
 1

99
2.

 

Tw
o 

de
ca

de
s 

la
te

r 
an

d 
C

os
m

o 
C

hi
na

 is
 s

til
l g

oi
ng

 s
tr

on
g, 

w
ith

 m
or

e 
de

vo
te

d 
cu

st
om

er
s 

th
an

 e
ve

r. 
To

 c
el

eb
ra

te
 o

ur
 2

0t
h 

an
ni

ve
rs

ar
y 

w
e 

as
ke

d 
20

 C
os

m
o 

ar
tis

ts
 p

as
t 

an
d 

pr
es

en
t, 

pl
us

 s
om

e 
sp

ec
ia

l 
gu

es
ts

, t
o 

pa
in

t 
us

 a
 p

la
te

. 



1
2

3

4
5

6

2,4,6,8,10,12

m
ade w

ith w
w

w
.bookleteer.com

 from
 proboscis

22

T
IN

A
 T

H
O

M
A

S
 

C
os

m
o 

A
rt

is
t 

19
90

-p
re

se
nt

T
in

a 
st

ud
ie

d 
In

du
st

ri
al

 C
er

am
ic

 D
es

ig
n 

at
 S

w
an

se
a 

M
et

ro
po

lit
an

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 

be
fo

re
 m

ov
in

g 
to

 L
on

do
n 

in
 1

99
0 

w
he

re
 

sh
e 

w
or

ke
d 

in
 p

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
, f

as
hi

on
 a

nd
 

vi
su

al
 m

er
ch

an
di

se
. S

he
 h

as
 n

ow
 s

et
tle

d 
in

 W
al

es
 a

nd
 is

 t
he

 o
nl

y 
C

os
m

o 
ar

tis
t 

to
 

pa
in

t 
fr

om
 h

om
e.

2 3

JU
L

IE
 A

R
K

E
L

L
C

os
m

o 
A

rt
is

t 
19

86
-1

99
0

Jo
si

e 
fir

st
 in

vi
te

d 
Ju

lie
 t

o 
pa

in
t 

at
 N

or
th

-
in

gt
on

 S
t 

St
ud

io
 w

he
n 

sh
e 

sa
w

 h
er

 w
or

k 
at

 t
he

 C
he

ls
ea

 C
ra

ft
 F

ai
r. 

Ju
lie

 is
 n

ow
 

a 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 c
on

te
m

po
ra

ry
 fo

lk
 a

rt
is

t, 
se

lli
ng

 h
er

 w
or

k 
in

 g
al

le
ri

es
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
w

or
ld

.
20

10
-0

7-27

C
osm

o C
hina

2
0

th A
nniversary Exhibition

C
osm

o C
hina

11 C
osm

o Place, London W
C

1N
 3A

P
6 Palace S

treet, C
anterbury C

T1 2D
Z

w
w

w
.cosm

ochina.co.uk
cover by Josie Firm

in ©
 20

10



21

K
A

R
I T

V
E

IT
E

 
C

osm
o A

rtist 1998-present
K

ari grew
 up in O

slo and cam
e to the 

U
K

 at the age of 17. She studied m
ural 

design at the C
helsea School of A

rt and 
later w

ent on do a post graduate degree 
in stained glass. A

part from
 painting at 

C
osm

o, K
ari is a reflexologist and a black 

belt in K
arate.
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D

ouglas has a passion for sketchbooks 
and calligraphy and is a tutor of Print-
m

aking and Bookbinding at C
entral St 

M
artins. 
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rtist &
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o-O
w

ner 1984-present
Josie’s business partner C

hristopher 
has been w

orking in retail since the 70s 
w

hen he opened his first shop on K
ing’s 

R
oad, Strangew

ays. H
e now

 runs an     
organic farm

 in R
ye, East Sussex.
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C
osm

o A
rtist 1995-present

Sheila trained in ceram
ics at C

entral St. 
M

artins, w
here she w

as spotted at her 
degree show

 by Josie. A
s w

ell as paint-
ing at C

osm
o, Sheila is an A

rt Editor for 
D

orling K
indersley C

hildren’s books.
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osm
o A

rtist 2004-present
C

olette is an artist, w
riter, m

illiner and 
astronom

y enthusiast. She grew
 up in 

South A
frica and has been a U

K
 resident 

for m
any years. She now

 w
orks at the 

A
ldw

ych theatre.
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C

osm
o A

rtist 1992-present
C

harlotte trained at H
ornsey and 

Brighton and has been a children’s book 
illustrator since the age of 23. She also 
runs story-telling w

orkshops for prim
ary 

and secondary school children.
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C

osm
o A

rtist 1999-present
K

ath Lucas trained at Brighton. A
s w

ell 
as doing illustrations for greetings cards, 
she also collaborates w

ith her husband 
G

areth on children’s picture books. 
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G

uest A
rtist

H
annah is a freelance illustrator and 

printm
aker, trained at C

helsea and the 
R

oyal C
ollege of A

rt. You are m
ost likely 

to have seen her covers of the popular 
series of books T

he N
o. 1 Ladies D

etec-
tive A

gency by A
lexander M

cC
all Sm

ith.
w

w
w

.hannahfirm
in.com
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