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In M
arch 2010 I drew

 C
oventry Indoor M

arket for the artistsandm
akers Em

pty Shops 
N

etw
ork Tour created by artist D

an T
hom

pson (and involving Jan W
illiam

s (C
aravan 

G
allery),  Steve Bom

ford N
atasha M

iddleton and podcaster R
ichard Vobes). 

T
he com

ission follow
s from

 a series looking at G
ranville A

rchde, Brixton M
arket, also for 

the Em
pty Shops N

etw
ork Tour.

A
n ancient city, C

oventry’s m
edieval buildings w

ere alm
ost all destroyed during the W

W
11 

blitz that devastated the city. Its rich history is crossed by stories of King C
anute and Lady 

G
odiva. Today C

oventry’s m
aze of traffic free precincts and postw

ar m
odern buildings, 

w
atched over by cctv cam

eras, are far from
 w

hat the m
edieval city m

ust have been. 

C
oventry’s indoor m

arket is a circular space in w
hich you can get dizzy trying to find w

hich 
door you cam

e in but in the process find everything from
 a cup of tea to 5 kinds of sw

eet 
potato, dog biscuits, birthday cards, fake flow

ers, fresh rolls, loose cake m
ix, baking tins and 

graph paper. Its got a real sense or people m
ingling from

 different com
m

unities, and ages 
using it to m

eet, chat and hang out, not just shop. It w
as once celebrated it in a m

usical...
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In
 m

an
y 

of
 o

ur
 r

ec
en

t 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 p

eo
pl

e 
te

ll 
us

 it
 is

 t
he

 le
ss

 r
eg

ul
at

ed
 m

or
e 

in
fo

rm
al

 s
pa

ce
s 

th
at

 d
ra

w
 t

he
ir 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 t
og

et
he

r. 
Bu

t 
th

es
e 

m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

al
 s

pa
ce

s 
m

ay
 b

e 
on

 t
he

 d
e-

cl
in

e 
as

 P
au

l K
in

gs
no

rt
h 

w
ro

te
 in

 C
iti

es
 fo

r S
al

e;

Fr
om

 p
ar

ks
 to

 p
ed

es
tr

ia
n 

st
re

et
s, 

sq
ua

re
s 

to
 m

ar
ke

t p
la

ce
s, 

pu
bl

ic 
sp

ac
es

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 

bo
ug

ht
 u

p 
an

d 
clo

se
d 

do
w

n, 
of

te
n 

w
ith

 li
ttl

e 
co

ns
ul

ta
tio

n 
or

 p
ub

lic
ity

. In
 to

w
ns

 a
nd

 c
iti

es
 

al
l o

ve
r E

ng
la

nd
, w

ha
t w

as
 o

nc
e 

pu
bl

ic 
is 

no
w

 p
riv

at
e. 

It 
is 

ef
fe

ct
ive

ly 
ow

ne
d 

by
 c

or
po

ra
-

tio
ns

, w
hi

ch
 s

et
 th

e 
st

an
da

rd
s 

of
 b

eh
av

io
ur

. T
he

se
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 a
re

 th
e 

st
an

da
rd

s 
th

at
 a

re
 

m
os

t c
on

ge
ni

al
 to

 th
ei

r a
im

 –
 g

et
tin

g 
yo

u 
to

 b
uy

 th
in

gs
... 

Th
er

e 
w

ill 
be

 n
o 

bu
sk

in
g, 

an
d 

of
te

n 
th

er
e 

w
ill 

be
 n

o 
sit

tin
g 

ei
th

er
, e

xc
ep

t i
n 

de
sig

na
te

d 
ar

ea
s. 

Yo
u 

w
ill 

ea
t a

nd
 d

rin
k 

w
he

re
 y

ou
 a

re
 to

ld
 to

. Y
ou

 w
ill 

no
t s

ka
te

bo
ar

d 
or

 c
yc

le
 o

r b
eh

av
e 

“in
ap

pr
op

ria
te

ly”
.

T
he

 E
m

pt
y 

Sh
op

s 
N

et
w

or
k 

is 
ai

m
in

g 
to

 c
el

eb
ra

te
 t

he
 k

in
d 

of
 lo

ca
l d

ist
in

ct
iv

en
es

s 
th

at
 g

et
s 

lo
st

 in
 t

he
se

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 it

 is
 w

or
ki

ng
 w

ith
 c

om
m

un
iti

es
 t

o 
us

e 
em

pt
y 

sh
op

s 
fo

r 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 in

 t
he

 m
ea

nw
hi

le
 s

pa
ce

s 
an

d 
tim

es
 in

be
tw

ee
n 

ot
he

r 
us

es
. T

he
 N

et
w

or
k’s

 p
ro

je
ct

s 
in

vo
lv

e 
pu

bl
ic

 m
ee

tin
gs

, in
fo

rm
al

 t
ra

in
in

g 
fo

r 
lo

ca
l a

rt
ist

s, 
an

d 
sh

ow
ca

se
 t

he
 t

oo
ls 

ne
ed

ed
 t

o 
ru

n 
em

pt
y 

sh
op

s 
pr

oj
ec

ts
. S

ee
 w

w
w

.a
rt

ist
an

dm
ak

er
s.c

om
 fo

r 
de

ta
ils

.  Y
ou

 c
an

 s
ee

 a
ll 

of
 t

he
 

dr
aw

in
gs

 fo
r 

th
e 

To
ur

 o
n 

ht
tp

://
pr

ob
os

ci
s.o

rg
.u

k/
ca

te
go

ry
/t

oo
ls/

dr
aw

in
g-

to
ol

s/
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