shallow to make it viable. Seeing these boats
always reminds me of the musicals from the Deep
South of the USA, an incongruity, especially at 50
below Celsius when the Keno sits high and dry in
the snow. (Joyce)

Journal No 4: Time

My last journal mentioned that the Demster
Highway is the only stretch of tarmac in Dawson
but in fact its not, there is no tarmac. The
Demster is dirt and oil. I remember it as tarmac
from my visit here tw o summers ago w hen the
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Journalno 1

When we arrived in Dawson City, over a week ago
now , a thick ice fog had settled into its streets
and lanes filling up every nook and cranny with
freezing mist. At -50C not many people were on
the streets and an eerie silence descended upon
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pushing babies in strollers - it became a regular
everyday town.

We missed the ice fog. Despite its great
discomfort we wanted to film in it and so it seems
we wished it back and this morning were greeted
by its return along w ith a great drop in
temperature. So w e bundled up set out to film
this city of contradictions with its architecture and
pavements of wood and its bridge of ice... (Alice)
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24-hours a day. (Alice)
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bumping along the road but, beyond the raven,
those things are not familiar to us from temperate
climes and the phrase 'it sounds cold' means
something different to everyone. So my time last
week was spent listening intently so that I might
report to Loren on Dawson City's audio ecology.

One of the most striking auditory experiences is
an absence. There is very little concrete and
asphalt here. Houses are built of wood and tin, all
the roads (bar the Demster Highway that sweeps
the front of tow n on its determined course to
Inuvik in the far north), are dirt. Pavements are
w ooden boardw alks. Such things as I have only
seen in movies; I surely didn't expect Daw son
City to actually look like a celluliod gold rush
town. But on the surface it does: Because it was.
And so the sound in winter is of wood creaking
and shifting, the hollow thud of frozen

boardw alks, the padding of thick soled rubber
boots, skidoos and the occasional car or truck on
thickly packed creaking snow (w hen it is warm
enough to start them) and the chatter of Raven,
the trickster still out and at -40C, still scavenging
when I thought all birds to be sung in nests or far
south, it is lord of this domain. (Alice)
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