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Bizarrely, John Pearson in his tomes on sixties
British gangsters the Kray Twins writes about a
man called Alan Bruce Cooper, [8] who it is
claimed was working reluctantly and under threat
of imprisonment for the American Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. Among other
things, the American authorities are said to have
known that Cooper had been manufacturing LSD
and trafficking in this drug. Supposedly, it was
decided that Cooper should entice Ronnie and
Reggie Kray into committing crimes for which
they could be convicted because the authorities in
the USA were concerned about their connections
to the American Mafia. Regardless of exactly
what role various intelligence agencies did or did
not have in controlling Cooper, he was a major
player in the events that culminated in the
conviction of the Kray twins for murder. In 7The
Profession of Violence, Pearson provides the
following details about a few of Cooper’s
schemes:

Cooper had the big ideas that Ronnie needed and
seemed as thrilled as Ronnie by them all. They
often talked about narcotics. Cooper had European
contacts and clearly knew the market. This was
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was going on at the checkpoint. When he saw one
of his companions being led away in handcuffs, he
escaped into Spain. After being reunited with his
family in Ibiza, he concluded he was a wanted
man, and hid in an attic for a month before
making his way over the mountains into France
using a compass and the cover of darkness to
successfully navigate his way to freedom.

After escaping Spain and the potential drug rap
hanging over him there, Abbot relocated to
London, where by moving into the antique
business he found himself working alongside one-
shot novelist Bill Hopkins. My mother first met
Hopkins in the early-sixties via her work as a
hostess at Murray's Cabaret Club. After the
publication of his only book The Divine & The
Decay, Hopkins was briefly considered one of the
leading Angry Young Men; but by the time my
mother met him he'd reinvented himself as a
businessman dealing in secondhand goods.
Hopkins introduced Abbot to a girl he knew called
Tina Lawson, who also happened to be Francis
Morland's babysitter. At this point in time
Morland and his partner Keith Wilkinson knew
nothing about drug scamming but they quickly
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When writing about Morland’s contribution to
The New Generation 1966 at the Whitechapel Art
Gallery in Studio International, P. Procktor said of
this change of direction: “Comparing the new
work with the old there can be few
transformations of style more radical. The break is
complete. These large entwining serpentine
shapes relate to the work of other sculptors in this
idiom, speak in a sculptural language which is
familiar because it is to a certain extent a shared
language. What interests me is not the
grammatical principles of the language nor who
invented them, one can safely assume that
Morland did not, but what this language is used to
say. Kiss, the only title of the four pieces in the
exhibition which has a specific human
connotation, provides a clue to all. The twisting
and entwining shapes are metaphors of the body,
headless, limbless, featureless, but miming the
poses of relaxation or sexual intercourse like
gigantic strings of macaroni...”

1966 was to prove another turning point in
Morland’s life, since as we’ve noted it was then
that he secured an introduction to Dave Abbot.
Morland was unable to pay for his extravagant
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counterculture. The claim made by Leigh and
some later writers to the effect that Howard Marks
learnt of the bust by looking through German
newspapers in Frankfurt, and then relayed this
'discovery' back to the UK, is utterly spurious. Its
reiteration demonstrates the rather dubious status
of a number of texts that claim to provide inside
information on the dope trade.

8. John Pearson, The Profession of Violence: The
Rise & Fall of the Kray Twins (London: Grafton
Books, 1985); John Pearson, The Cult of Violence:
The Untold Story of the Krays (London: Orion,
2001). Cooper is often referred to as The Yank
rather than by his name in the ghostwritten
gibberings of Kray camp followers. Those
wanting to look further at the extensive if often
wildly inaccurate literature about the Krays might
start with Albert Donoghue and Martin Short, 7he
Enforcer: Secrets of my life with the Krays
(London: John Blake Publishing, 2001) or Reg
Kray, Born Fighter (London: Arrow, 1991).
However, Pearson’s Profession of Violence in its
various revised editions from 1972 on remains the
best work on the subject.

9. Pearson, The Profession of Violence, p. 281.
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Morland’s first bust occurred in October 1969, hot
on the heels of his Axiom show. The art world
reacted with horror, seeing taking drugs as one
thing and smuggling them as quite another.
Morland’s career as a professional sculptor came
to an abrupt halt, and he was dropped by many of
his professional friends. The charges against him
took some time to wend their way to a conclusion
in the courts but The Times dutifully covered this
on 23 March 1971 under the heading ‘Diplomats
In Drug Ring, Crown Says’. Morland failed to
answer his bail so he wasn’t actually up before the
beak. Others not present were a Mr Khaled and
Fulton Dunbar, Third Secretary at the Liberian
Embassy in Rome. Morland and Dunbar were said
to have made statements admitting their guilt and
that of others. Morland’s partner Keith Wilkinson
pleaded not guilty and so was tried separately. It
was claimed the gang smuggled £150,000 worth
of cannabis into the UK, and had plans to ship a
lot more around the world. In the dock was Robert
Paul Palacios who used his catamaran to transport
the drugs from Morocco to Cowes, on the Isle of
Wight, from where he drove them to London in a
Rolls-Royce car. Palacios who’d been hired to do
the job by Morland was fined £4000. Morland’s
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Press, 1990), p. 3.

4. Dolphin, Journey Around an Extraordinary
Planet, p. 5.

5. Dolphin, Journey Around an Extraordinary
Planet, p. 6.

6. Salim Hraoui is called Lebanese Sam by
Howard Marks in his autobiography Mr Nice
(London: Vintage, 1998).

7. The history of the illicit drug trade of the sixties
and seventies has to date been rather poorly
served by English-language print sources. For
example, while invoking Graham Plinston's 1970
bust in Lorrach as a key event in the Howard
Marks story, both David Leigh in his authorized
biography High Time: The Life & Times of
Howard Marks (London: Unwin, 1985), and
Howard Marks in his autobiography Mr Nice
(London: Vintage, 1998) omit to mention that
rather than being alone, Plinston was arrested and
subsequently jailed alongside Geoff Thompson.

In his autobiography, Howard Marx is two months
out in his dating of the Lorrach bust. The fact that
Marks and those drawing on his recollections get
their facts wrong can be demonstrated easily
enough by consulting press reports of the time. A
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Like Morland, Terry Taylor is another figure who
has been treated as relatively minor within the
history of swinging London and yet played a key
role in London's sixties drug culture. Described by
Tony Gould as ‘unconventionally successful’ [1],
Taylor was for a time chiefly of interest to cultural
historians because characters in the Colin
Maclnnes novels Absolute Beginners and Mr Love
and Justice had been based to a greater or lesser
extent upon him. In 1956 Maclnnes introduced
Taylor to photographer Ida Kar and he became her
lover for a few years. Karr's husband Victor
Musgrave, who ran Gallery One, was apparently
very happy with the arrangement. Simultaneously
Taylor worked as Kar's photographic assistant and
she encouraged him to paint. [2] After getting his
first drug novel published in 1961, Taylor went to
Tangier to work on a follow-up. While away he
smoked a lot of weed and hung out with a variety
of fellow psychedelic explorers including William
Burroughs. I can at this point allow the American
poet Johnny Dolphin to take up the story:

"One day a curved-nose, thatched-haired tall thin
Englishman about thirty, coiled beside me and
ordered a mint tea [...] After ordering the mint
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The Times of 23 September 1967. The case
against Waterman ran in part that he'd been
cutting and smelting gold from a bullion robbery
in Clerkenwell, and that he'd enlisted Kapur's aid
in choosing and purchasing a furnace with which
to do it. Likewise The Times of 19 July 1968
reported that in court testifying against the Krays,
Cooper confirmed he was acquainted with Split
Waterman who he knew to be both a gold
smuggler and an arms dealer.

Under the headline 'Four-Year Term For Split
Waterman', The Times of 20 March 1968 had
already reported that the police believed
Waterman to be a gun-runner as well as a gold
smuggler. Reporting on the Kray trial on 20 July
1968, The Times records the claim that Waterman
had fitted up an attaché case with a hypodermic
syringe loaded with hydrogen cyanide, so that
Cooper could furnish it to a third party who was to
carry out an assassination for the Kray brothers.
At the time this seemed an utterly fantastic
escapade, but such methods of assassination were
later taken up by eastern bloc security agencies. It
is impossible for me to say exactly what
Waterman, Cooper and Kapur, were doing; but it
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in silence focusing on making the scene appear. In
one I heard Walid, the mute, screaming, ‘Let me
out! Let me out!” His eyes burned like a man
newly sentenced to life imprisonment. Terry and
Hamid became one glance which became tensile,
material, then alive, as their two I’s danced out
upon that high wire that their live bodies lavished
their energies upon creating and maintaining. Lita
and Mark, two bright six year old Jewish kids
from Shtetl immigrants, played pat-a-cake on the
sidewalks of the Lower East Side. My head rolled
off my right shoulder and sat on the floor, taking it
all in while I watched myself become a
contemplative head with no body to care for or
react to. This scene had not been the one |
projected nor did anyone else claim it. The great
magic scenes came from an undiscoverable
magician..." [4]

These scenes were destined to be repeated in
London, albeit with a different group of ‘initiates’.
Intimating a little of what was to come, Dolphin
writes:

"Terry labored for the perfect pipe of kief and the
perfect cookie of majoom. Terry labored to
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busted in Lorrach. It is nonetheless curious that on
18 July 1968 when Alan Bruce Cooper appeared
as a Crown witness at Bow Street Magistrates
Court against the Kray brothers, he should deny
he'd given the police information about Victor
James Kapur and Harry Nathan, claiming: "I
discovered my father-in-law (Nathan) was a
runner for the LSD Kapur was manufacturing
when it came out in the papers." Nathan was
busted in his son-in-law's car, and the police found
Cooper at Nathan's flat when they went to search
it immediately after this arrest. [10]

Under oath on the same day of the Kray hearing,
Cooper also denied that he'd planned to kidnap the
Pope and hold him to ransom, and repeated his
claims that he'd had a two year involvement with
American intelligence, stating that the Krays'
lawyers could check this by applying to the
European office of that service. This was reported
in The Times of 19 July 1968. Top cop Leonard
Read in his autobiography Nipper Read: The Man
Who Nicked The Krays provides a more complex
take on Cooper's relations with the British police
than the one given at Bow Street Magistrates
Court. Read does, however, assert that the
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There may be some mythologising going on here,
while Detta does seem to have suggested to the
john he manufacture acid for her friends to deal,
the lure of easy money was probably enough to
convince him it was a good idea. That said, when
the cops raided the two acid laboratories set up by
Victor James Kapur, they also recovered a huge
stash of photographic negatives showing him
having sex with Whybrow and various other
women; agreeing to pose for these shots could
have been the means by which Whybrow's circle
got the chemist to commit to manufacturing LSD
for them. Terry Taylor informed me recently that
at first he thought Detta had gone crazy when she
told him she had a john who'd make acid for her.
Street sources say the acid was extremely pure
and potent; the English equivalent of the
legendary Orange Sunshine.

In November 1967, after a series of police raids
across north and west London aimed at smashing
an LSD manufacturing and distribution operation,
Detta Whybrow then aged 39 was one of
ultimately nine individuals hauled up before the
beak at Bow Street Magistrates’s Court over drug
offences. Hauled in alongside Detta was her 29



