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We invited you to start thinking about what core B 'MAG'SM\
values or qualities you wanted to ensure were -;'7 |
built into your future planning. At this stage you .

wanted to ensure that;

- you offered the children time

- the experiences planned for the children
should offer as much freedom and choice as
possible within carefully planned boundaries

- the emphasis was on the experiences the
children were having and not on any finished
product

- you explored different ways to offer things

- there were a variety of materials and
resources offered, especially natural ones

- that different spaces were explored

- that time was spent planning and preparing
in order to allow for safety but also freedom

and independence for the children Out and About

An Ignite workshop for educators
at Fields Children’s Centre
Cambridge
September 6th 2010

Cambridge Curiosity and Imagination
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For a film to help make this booklet please go to
http://www.cambridgecandi.org.uk/home/news/art/54
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We had planned a number of elements to the
session:

A presentation of images on the computer,
sharing with you the experiences of families
who worked with us on Barnwell Nature
Reserve last spring.

- Aninvitation to play with a range of natural
materials and other resources inside on a
paper frame.

- Using these same materials but outside in
the willow garden.

- Finally, taking the materials out to the Nature
Reserve to explore them creatively in this
setting.

- Returning to the classroom, but retracing our
steps via the willow garden to reflect on what
changes as we return to the more tamed
outdoor environment and finally to the
indoors.

- Reflecting on these different learning

environments.
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You felt that you had learned how: different ¢ Introducing natural materials into this
spaces create different stimulations; how you can : classroom space enabled you to become
use the natural environment and natural more focused. People felt excited about the
materials in various ways; the importance of ! materials and enjoyed looking at what others
giving enough time; the power of the environment had done. You noticed the concentration of
on the imagination; the value of unstructured, un- ' the group as they began to explore and
led play; how different spaces make all the make. The atmosphere was calming and
difference; that I like to create order; how the therapeutic. But there was also a sense of
atmosphere changes quite dramatically. feeling crowded and cramped, of needing to
protect your work.

You will remember: the contrasts in space/place
and feeling; the feeling of childhood fun; to use
more natural materials; to look around more; the
sense of having the freedom to create; to take
the outside in more; the creativity of your team
you work with.

Next you will: add more natural play to my
planning; digest today; look at the outside areas
more; look at the natural resources we have and
add to them; look at our planning and try to
involve the outdoor grass area more; look at
possibility of having a natural selection in the
workshop; look at the possibility of adding natural




