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In Feburary 2010 I w
as lucky enough to be com

m
issioned by artist D

an Thom
pson to 

spend a few
 days in G

ranville A
rcade, Brixton M

arket, responding to the first leg of D
an’s 

artistsandm
akers.com

 Em
pty Shops N

etw
ork Tour to six tow

ns across England. 

I joined D
an, Jan W

illiam
s (C

aravan G
allery), Steve Bom

ford, N
atasha M

iddleton and 
podcaster Richard Vobes, for lively discussion and to create new

 w
ork on site for an all day 

event on the Saturday, you can hear Richard Vobes podcasts about the em
pty shops on the 

Em
pty Shops Radio, http://w

w
w

.em
ptyshopsradio.com

/
 This year w

e’ve (Proboscis) been involved in several projects that have looked at the issue 
of com

m
on space and how

 its changing alongside the im
plications of huge shopping m

alls, 
departm

ent stores and the privatisation of public space. It w
as good to have the chance 

to stay in one place for a few
 days draw

ing, talking to stallholders and getting to scratch a 
little below

 the surface, seeing the flow
s of life. It w

as a real pleasure to be in a place w
here 

the character of it is created by the people using it to trade and to socialise. There w
as an 

alm
ost constant sound of conversation, laughter and m

usic and the sm
ells of all the food 

being cooked or sold.
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