Our Planned Activities: Keep an Eye Out!

1.The Pipers of Allandale: a festival of events
celebrating and commemorating the unbelievable
story of this amazing piping family and their losses
during World War Il at El Alamein in Egypt. We will
be engaging with John Reid who has very kindly
provided us with some artefacts on this story. John
will begin the festival with a talk, which will also
signal the start of an exhibition on the story, with a
visit to the Allandale area and a play based on the
experiences of the women in the family. Our aim is
that you hear the talk, view the artefacts,
experience the place where it all happened, and
engage with the emotion, sadness and tenacity of
the family that the play will evoke. We are
developing a range of interactive materials to go
with this festival. This will take place in Bonnybridge
Library at Easter, and run for around one month.

2.Booklets, postcard series and map packs on the
area which will encourage residents to collaborate
with us on building historical materials on the area.

3.Visits from a group of community workers
based in Ledeberg in Belgium, who are
undertaking a study trip to Bonnybridge to learn
how we set up and manage our walking programme
and how they might be able to do something similar
in their community.

4. A knowledge sharing project with the history society
of Edenderry in Ireland, where many Bonnybridge
residents are originally from.

5. Possible new exhibits based on the artefacts in
Falkirk Council’s museum stores that relate to the
area’s history.
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Laurel Bank, Greenhill, Bonnybridge.

Greenhill Historical Society
Summary of Activities in
2009 and Plans for 2010
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3. To train our members in undertaking historical
research, involving digital interviewing, archive and
library work and seeking out historical objects held
in Falkirk Council’'s museum stores.

4. Through the development of our historical research
skills, and the research we have gathered, to create
thought-provoking and useful materials, events,
historical talks, walks, exhibitions, mapping
sessions and materials that stem from our
engagement work with local people and local
historical resources.

Background to the Geographic Area

Our major interest is wandering and exploring the
community of Greenhill in Stirlingshire. A “village”
situated in Bonnybridge, Greenhill has experienced a
significant amount of upheaval and change over the last
century. Most recently, hundreds of new and expensive
houses have been built on E :

vast tracts of greenbelt;
mineral industry,
predominantly mining, is all
but gone. We're interested in
what this means for the area
now. If Greenhill will never be
as great as it once was, what does that mean for us?
We hope that by exploring the derelict, the hidden, the
new, the old, the stories of new and old residents we
can come up with a new definition for this amazing
place.
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5 historical walks around
Milnquarter and Canal Station,
Seabegs Wood and Pend, High
Bonnybridge derelict industrial areas
and station, Greenhill, Roughcastle
Roman Wall. These walks were
specifically to engage residents in the
history of these particular places. We
brought along old maps and historical
images which we used to show residents how the area
had dramatically changed, with a view to encouraging
people to see what had been allowed to be run down,
lost and removed from this area to create the dereliction
we now see. We hope residents will consider these
losses and think about how we go forward with this to
create a new place we can all live in and care for.

Interviews with ten local residents on their experiences
and knowledge of the area
which will form part of our
historical materials and
exhibition work over the next
year. We also became historical
researchers through the
process, learning how to use digital voice recorders,
carrying out a conversation and writing up these
transcripts into meaningful and engaging materials for
other residents to connect with.

A film of our walking routes, a
collaboration with the artist Jason
Nelson, as part of the exhibition "And 1!
So It Goes" at the Park Gallery in
Falkirk exploring community spaces.
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