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his death in 1896 at the age of 43 years and 2 m
onths. It is not know

n (at this tim
e) w

hat the cause of his 
death w

as but he w
as buried in the Bishop’s section of the local M

alvern C
em

etery. H
is grave (w

hich has 
been precisely located) is unm

arked and there is no published obituary. It appears that Brow
n w

as of little 
m

eans and not from
 the im

m
ediate area as only a fellow

 Bishop’s em
ployee and the undertaker attended his 

funeral. Th
ere are no know

n im
ages of Brow

n, how
ever, there are a num

ber of photographs of the cam
pus 

during Brow
n’s tenure. Included in this publication is an im

age taken after the fire of 1891and it is quiet 
possible that Brow

n inhabits this scene. 

R
ustification:

(n.) Th
e act of rusticating, or the state of being rusticated; specifically, the punishm

ent of a student for 
som

e offense, by com
pelling him

 to leave the institution for a tim
e.

(n.) To go to or live in the country.

For the past tw
o years I have been visiting Lennoxville and the surrounding area in an effort to both docum

ent 
recent fires and to try and locate traces of Brow

n. A
s m

entioned, Brow
n lies buried in the M

alvern C
em

etery, 
in a rear m

iddle section far rem
oved from

 the area of the cem
etery w

here m
any m

ore prom
inent Bishop’s 

em
ployees (faculty, adm

inistrators, board m
em

bers, clergy) are interred. H
is grave is unm

arked and I am
 

convinced that this m
issing object of rem

em
brance and respect is a signal that his passing w

as never properly 
settled, that the furnacem

an w
as never truly put to rest, and so his spirit continues to w

ander the area, w
ith 

unfortunate consequences. It is as if Brow
n’s soul had been punished for som

e offense and w
as com

pelled to 
leave the university. H

e had, like a m
isbehaving student, been suspended, a victim

 of rustification. 

O
n each visit to the area, I have taken it upon m

yself to try different techniques in an attem
pt to sooth the 

soul of Brow
n and to curtail his destructive w

anderings. Th
is has included the leaving of flow

ers and ritual 
item

s on his grave and at sites of fires, the placing of discrete m
em

orial m
arkers around the university, the 
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R
eproduced on the follow

ing pages are im
ages of various burnt buildings and sites of fires in the 

Lennoxville area that I attribute to the spirit of H
enry Th

om
as Brow

n. I do not claim
 that he has 

intentionally caused these conflagrations but that his m
ere unsettled presence has caused these 

fires. Th
is publication is the first of three. Th

e second publication w
ill feature a letter I recently 

w
rote to m

y late dog R
oger and explains in a different fashion m

y feelings about this project. 
Th

e third publication w
ill include docum

entation of the exhibition installed at the Forem
an A

rt 
G

allery, Septem
ber 30-D

ecem
ber 12, 2009. - A.H

unter
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