A

A

J19]UNH sewoyl Mmalpuy

THE TRUTH SHALL BE REVEILED! \\@

(€ jJo z>oogqg)
umo.g

sewoy] A1usH
JO uoneosynsny syl

12 €T



(44

MOTEL
LENNOXVILLE

94 QUEEN, SHERBROOKE (LENNOXVILLE) QUEBEC, CANADA J1M 114
¥ E-MAIl

September 27, 2009
Dearest Roger,

I apologize for not writing to you soonmer, it seems like a long time

traumatic parting. Please forgive me. That you are sadly missed goes without
saying. Your sister Penny remains in mourning but we are confident she will
recover soon as we have arranged for a new companion for her. He will be
arriving soon and I am certain that you will be pleased to know that he is a
relative of yours. The kids have decided to name him Nigel (I have enclosed a
picture). Lisa sends her love as well, she stills refers to you as “Our
beautiful Mister.”

I am in Lennoxville again having made the final visit in search of Mr.
Brown the “furnaceman.” This is of course the trip I intended to make with you
as I so desperately needed your help in trying to locate Brown’s roaming spirit
and I now wish you had accompanied me earlier in the search as I am convinced
all would have unfolded differently. The weather here this week is your
favourite, early fall, the leaves changing to an intense palette of reds,
oranges and yellows. The air is clear, crisp and slightly damp, the ground cool
and moist, and as I walk around the university and about the cemetery where
Brown is buried, that distinct sound of you snorting into the ground, your nose
pressed to the earth to draw out the scents from the soil, echoes in my mind. I
know you would have found Brown, that you would have been the ideal link
between us and that you would have established the trust that I have not been
able to establish and which has lead to my failure to accomplish what I set out
to here. It was, perhaps, an overly ambitious and flawed undertaking and I do
believe that in the end it is the responsibility of Bishop’s University to
settle this and to sincerely undertake a “derustification” of Henry Thomas
Brown.

I don’t think I ever mentioned to you another deeper reason, besides my
usual interest in the forgotten and marginalized, that drew me to Brown.
Actually, it is two reasons — first, the date of his death (1896) and, second,
his initials (HTB). The date corresponds with the year of my grandfather’s
birth and, as you know, much of my work has been rooted in my desire to £ill
the void of Grampa’s passing when I was only 10 and the fact that he seemed to
just disappear. (Believe me, the fact that you both suffered from stomach
cancer is not lost on me.) HTB also seemed to be composed of a combination of
initials of deep personal resonance for me (H= Herbert, T = Thomas, B = Bert)
all referencing my grandfathers. Herbert/Bert was my Mom’s father and the one I
have remained obsessed with. Thomas was my Dad’s father who died before I was
born. (Thomas is, of course, also my middle name.) So once again I seem to be
trapped in a futile attempt to resolve a piece of my past and to understand the
continuing presence of my grandfather in my life and work. Searching for Brown,
and such figures as Billy, Walker and Jimmy Chewett in previous projects,
really just feels like a search for Grampa. I thought when I went to France a
few years ago, to walk in the No-Man’s-Land of the Somme and the landscape of
Grampa’s war, that I would have been able to put my obsessions to rest, to
encounter the true source of the void, the “Dark Matter” Grampa carried. I
guess I was wrong.

\yway, back to things here in Lennoxville. My playing of the ballad
“Banish Misfortune” did not work as planned as there continue to be fires
throughout the region. Yesterday morning I photographed one of the latest, a
large store and apartment building on Queen Street. Sam from Café Java (my
favourite coffee place in town) tells me that there was another similar fire
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Anyway, back to things here in Lennoxville. My playing of the ballad
“Banish Misfortune” did not work as planned as there continue to be fires
throughout the region. Yesterday morning I photographed one of the latest, a
large store and apartment building on Queen Street. Sam from Café Java (my
favourite coffee place in town) tells me that there was another similar fire
the same day up the hill on College Street. I will go there later to check
it out. I have included images of a number of the fires in the exhibition
along with a video of me playing my mandolin in the cemetery. (I really
do need to practice more. Perhaps my shoddy execution of the ballad is
the reason that effort was fruitless!). My friend Crystal (who you met in
the spring) is coming up on Monday to install, she has built the central
component of the exhibition, a model barn based on images of the burning of
the Laliberté family farm. I am really pleased that Crystal has joined me and
look forward to working with her in the future. Colette Laliberté is an old
friend, a painter who know lives in Toronto but who grew up near Lennoxville
on her family farm (La ferme Riomil Laliberté in Stanstead). She did me a
great favour and interviewed her family about the fire that destroyed their
barn about a decade ago and that tragically killed over one hundred head
of prized Holsteins. The video she made (that also includes reminiscences
about the fire in their century old farmhouse a couple years ago) is quite
wonderful, imbued with great emotion and it says a lot about the meaning of
home and community and the intense relationship that exists between people
and animals. It reminded me of the writings of Jane Goodall, Donna Haraway
and Temple Grandin, all of who have written extensively about the intensity
of interspecies relationships. Sorry, that sounds a bit too theoretical.
You certainly didn’t need to read books to understand our “interspecies”
friendship.
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sorry for the suffering I may have caused you and the pain you so stoically
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Please remember your promise on the last day we were together and
do search for Grampa. I know you can find him and let me know when you do.
And please keep watching over the girls. I keep thinking of that old Carter
Family song, “Will You Miss Me When I'm Gone?” I so miss you old friend.

Much love Mister,

Andrew

It would be impossible to capture the fullness of these interviews here but there are a couple of
potent moments worth sharing. It is clear that the sad fate of the animals in the first fire had a profound effect
on Paul-Emile and he struggled to tell that part of the story. His son, Mathicu, became equally emotional as
he remembered wondering what had happened to his dog (he was only 10 and away at school). Fortunately
the dog survived. Colette’s mother speaks passionately about the importance of home and the meaning of
the century farmhouse that was almost lost. They all speak of the deep significance of the barn fire to Paul-
Emile, his strong bonds with the community and fellow farmers, who helped him rebuild, and the impact it
had on his difficult decision to carry on farming. They all spoke of the “presence” or “spirit” of Paul-Emile’s
late father. There are two aspects of the events around the barn fire that have stuck with me. The first is the
fact that they were to find out later that someone they knew had passed by around the time the fire had first
broken out (around midnight) but did not stop even though they saw flames emanating from the barn. They
assumed that because there were a number of cars at the house that the family knew about the fire. It is still
hard to imagine why this person would not have stopped, if they had the fire would probably have been far
less tragic. In the end, the fire continued for several more hours before Paul-Emile and Colombe Arpin were
aware of it. How they found out I find incredibly haunting.

Colette interviewed Paul-Emile and Colombe Arpin separately on this matter and core elements
of their stories match, however, who knew first and the sequence of the details are reversed. Paul-Emile
speaks of being awoken by the an intense glow in the bedroom followed by the phone ringing. When he
answers the phone, he only hears static (the fire in the barn having melted the phone lines and causing it to
ring). In Colombe Arpin’s version, it is the phone that rings first, she answers it, and then she realizes that
the room she is in is bathed in the same glow that Paul-Emile described. To point out the discrepancies is not
to discount the events, events that were clearly traumatic. Memory plays tricks, it is never perfect, and the act
of telling a story is never casy. It is the essence of the story that is essential, never all the precise details.

Tjust keep thinking of the car passing hours earlier and not stopping, the phone ringing, the static
on the line, a young boy fearing for his dog. -4. Hunter
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Reproduced on the following pages are images of Bishop’s University as it now appears, the site
of Henry Thomas Brown’s unmarked grave and La ferme Riomil Laliberté in Stanstead. This
publication is the second of three. The first publication features images of various burnt V:n%:mm
and sites of fires in the Lennoxville area that I attribute to the spirit of Henry Thomas Brown.
I do not claim that he has intentionally caused these conflagrations but that his mere unsettled
presence has caused these fires. The third publication in this series will include documentation of
the exhibition installed at the Foreman Art Gallery, September 30-December 12, 2009.

- A.Hunter

e [ 1050y jo monooj0id JO INOAT}

G o3 Iopun YsLMOY 00108 213 Aem 3o’
"3SNOFY 9¥001qI2YS 973 103 jySens spem uoy
-g}isay S JUSWOW E JUOUIM DUE ‘s31m paI1933eds
SIy Pa3ad[od ‘11B fyunel ® yjm dsole 9y I0f

¢ pajuroddesip Apueseayd js0T 919M SI1B3] I1oU3

jug ‘1940 SBA [[E judrony mwnuma.mmm *SSUIL

*9110qIe T ueS[oD) PWWar) IDYIOW IIIYI PUE STNOT-21IIL] B[2IS
I21SIS 107 ST [[oM B ‘NP uos pue uidry aquio[oD) ajim 1y yarm Suofe afrug-[neg 1oYI0Iq Iy :A[rurey
19 JO SIOQUIAW JAY PIMITAINUI 2132[0)) J[eyq AW UQ) s[[ea Y3 dpIsur woiy uing o3 urdaq 01 asnoy aya
pasnes pue SULIIA 53 01UT PI[[LIP OYM UBIIINIIAD Ue £q pasnes sea ‘0Fe s1eak mdF € A[uo puodas ayT, opared
urasjop] paziid jo peay parpuny-ouo 1940 Y Suofe ureq oY1 pakonsap 1wy G661 ur 1y drydonseied e
951y oY1 Opesap 1sed oY1 uryIIM $o11 T0fewr 0M1 JO 315 IYI SEAL ULIEJ ST, "WLIEY 9Y3 JO IIUMO JUILIND I
.vjEm\ﬁﬂmnH uuﬁ—ucuﬁ hvﬁ— hO'.‘ ::E: 15 »Mcdudmom: “Qureu uw\-m w,\-uﬂuﬁn‘ m.vuuv~OU WO mkuuuu~ umﬂ— 1:& Hmu—n‘ Uﬂ*u \-OW
SpuEls [ruiony, dwreu 5y, *KIN1U2d € 19A0 10§ A[IUIE] 1I9qI[ET Y2 UT UII( SeY 1] *29GINY) PEAISUEI JO UMOI
93 210J0q $IIIWO[NY 1NOJ INOGE ‘CH PEOI UO PAILO] ST Y NI'A'S 2M4aqyvT Jrutoryl sueiadf vy
*219y A31SU1UT $11 03 251N Op UL | PUE YL A[qIPa1dUI ST IUdWNO0p FUnnsax
oY, st 03 suonsanb Jeym mauy A[1ea]d 2239707 *sasuodsax uado 10w yonw ur payynsdx BqUIdW A[rurej e Aq
PamarAIaIUL SUIaq 25N OS[E 1N ISE] OS ST YIUIL] AW 25NEI] A[UO J0U ‘PIUTEIQO 1A ALY P[NOD | ULYL
210W T SIDPO ‘UONIQIYXI Y3 UI PAPN[IUT ‘03PIA SUN[NSaT YT A[TWEY 19 YA MIIAIIIUL OIPIA € AeIIdpuUn
03 PAIdPO 2139]07) SE INIIIA © 3 03 INO PAWIN $TY3 ING USI[E 10U PIp SAMPIYIS N0 A[PILUNITOJU[) "SIUIAD
959U1 IN0QE PUEY ISIY TedY PUE IYIOW PUE IIYI0I] IO 199W Pue 12112307 WLIL] SY ASIA 9 182 pa1sadins
5139]00) (“TOU0OS YONW INO 1Y IYSNOS ALY P[NOA | SSIMIIYIO BIIE J[[IAXOUUDT Y3 WOIJ SEA 9139[00) Tey3
TIPIOU pey |) “wiIey AJrurey 104 3e $211J 943 JO 91 J1SEQ A2 W [[21 03 (IUDWIIOXD 1ea18 YIIA) PIISISUT OYs ‘BITE
S[[IAXOUUT 9Y3 UI S Y3 [[& Ut 3s2103ut Awr pue “132(01d stya pauonusw | usym pue ‘s192f0xd ausrmd Lw jo
awos In0qe 2139[07) Suly[a1 sea | *600¢ Jo Surids oy ur uSisa( pue 11y jo 38200 oLreau a3 1t sanbnrd
Wiz Jo pud oY1 SUIMO[[OF SYULIP SUTARY 219M | PUE 2139]07) PIIDQI[ET 2119[0)) ISILIE PISLq-0IUOIQ], PUILIf
PJO UE 2141 9IUNOIUD 2IUBYD B WOIJ dured wnrey A[ruey 11oqi[er] 9y jo £103s oY1 Jo a3pajmoury Ay

21421V 101y 2utdf v

14 o



