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7. Parents and carers: Celebrating good work

Increasingly, secondary schools are searching for ways to get parents more
involved in their childrens progress; increasing parents’ awareness of what their
children are learning in school is a key part of this.

Idea Students could collate some of their best work across several subjects and
upload it to the Bookleteer archive, as a record of achievement for parents to
see. Getting parents to print off the booklet will save the school on printing costs
too! The booklets could be produced during one of the terms in which no parents’
evening is offered, to ensure parents have an opportunity to celebrate their
childrens progress.
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Kati Rynne trained as a secondary
school English teacher and worked as
an A-level examiner before moving
into digital media. She has spent four
years at award-winning digital
education company Teachers TV as
project manager of digital content.
Kati specialises in digital literature
projects, developing websites for
writers, co-writing novels using
digital technology and participating in
reading initiatives based on digitised
texts.

www.katirynne.wordpress.com
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2. English: Collaborative writing
English curriculum: 4.2 Reading d) Meet and talk with other readers and writers
wherever possible.

Idea It can be tricky to motivate students to write poetry because the
production of one-off poems can feel a bit random. Bookleteer could support the
collaborative writing of a collection of poems. By making these poetry collections
available to the public on the Bookleteer archive, students should feel that their
work has a real purpose and audience. Students should be encouraged to consider
the challenges of ‘anthologising’ texts in this way, e.g. How is the order of the
poems to be determined? How should the poems be classified - by theme/by
style/by setting? How will a title for the anthology be arrived at? Whom will the
poems be aimed at?
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Notes & Ideas
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4. Global Citizenship: Partnerships with schools in other countries

There’s a lot of interest among secondary senior management teams to establish
links with schools from other countries and creative projects can be a good basis
for the sharing and exchange of students’ work. E.g. Use of art activities to link a
UK-based special school with a school in Sierra Leone:
http://www.teachers.tv/video/3214 (Watch from 20’ - 2343".)

Here's another example of a partnership between a UK school and a school in
another country (India). In this case, video is used as the medium for exchanging
cultural information: http://www.teachers.tv/video/29274

Idea UK students could upload creative writing or factual information for
download in another country. UK students could work in small groups to create
booklets on different aspects of daily life in UK. Alternatively, individual students
could write and upload personal accounts, e.g. ‘A day in the life of me!’.




