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 There are no fences here ... w
hen you go out of tow

n there are no fences, but I w
ouldn’t call this 

a w
ilderness because peoples hom

es are here, people live here. 

In Feburary 2010 I packed up a set of draw
ings ( Ecologies,  Tim

e,  Landm
arks, Traces, 

W
ilderness, Perception, 2010) to send out to the C

anadian arctic tow
n of Inuvik for the first 

leg of a touring show
 during the the 25 year anniversary of Ivvavik N

ational Park in C
anada 

w
hich w

as created by a historic A
boriginal land claim

 settlem
ent The Inuvialuit Final 

A
greem

ent, signed in 1984. In it the Inuvialuit agreed to give up exclusive use of their 
ancestral lands in exchange for guaranteed rights from

 the G
overnm

ent of C
anada. The 

rights cam
e in three form

s: land, w
ildlife m

anagem
ent and m

oney. A
s a result Parks C

anada 
and the Inuvialuit co-operatively m

anage Ivvavik N
ational Park w

ith the Inuvaluit W
isdom

 
that the “The land w

ill protect the people w
ho  support the protect the land“. Parks 

C
anada and N

orthern im
ages have organised a touring exhibition of w

ork from
 the A

rtist 
in The Park program

m
e w

hich I w
as invited to be part of by artist Joyce M

ajiski, in 2003 
w

ith w
hom

 I’ve been w
orking w

ith since then. The six w
orks I sent w

ere a reflection on the 
experience and of Ivvavik, Inuvik and the people I m

et there and the long term
 issues of 

ow
nership, belonging, com

m
on space and environm

ent, raised by the trip.
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Landscapes in D
ialogue is connected to Topographies and Tales a body of w

ork that I have 
been creating in collaboration w

ith C
anadian artist and guide Joyce M

ajiski exploring the 
perceptions of landscape and of the N

orth.  It is driven by interests in ideas of proxim
ity 

and rem
oteness, technology and presence, and the concept of ‘w

ilderness’ against the lived 
experience of a place. W

e began a collaboration in 2003 w
hich took us to Ivvavik N

ational 
Park in the C

anadian A
rctic, G

lenm
ore Lodge in the C

airngorm
 M

ountains, Scotland, the 
Klondike Institute for A

rt and C
ulture in D

aw
son C

ity, C
anada, Joyce’s Tuktu Studio in 

W
hitehorse and the Proboscis Studio in London. It has included short film

s, essays, D
iffu-

sion eBooks, a C
reative Lab in London and events in D

aw
son C

ity, C
anada and is underpin-

ning m
y new

 body of w
ork exploring peoples relationship to w

ater called At The W
aters 

Edge. 

These projects w
ould not have been possible w

ithout the support of m
any generous 

individuals w
e m

et along the w
ay and; Parks C

anada,  A
rts C

ouncil England, London, The 
C

anadian H
igh C

om
m

ission, Klondike Insitiute for A
rt and C

ulture, G
lenm

ore Lodge.

You can see the film
s, w

ritings and read m
ore at:

Topograpies and Tales: http://proboscis.org.uk/projects/topographies-tales/
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