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" The thought makes me feel wispy
: and unworthy and makes me
- question my identity.
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But eventually | connect to a place of
inner strength and am able to continue.
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The New Worker's Songbook

Songwriters' Workbook for New

Worksongs!

Tor Lukasik-Foss with DodoLab

Written and illustrated b

(www.torlukasikfoss.com). A commission /
collaboration with DodoLab (www.dodolab.ca)

2011-06-23

made with www.bookleteer.com from proboscis
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Tor Lukasik-Foss
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| do not wait to collect
accolades. | do not bow.
| leave the stage knowing
that my quick departure is
both a sign of my great
humility but also a tribute to
workers everywhere.

And indeed, | have just done some good work.
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The song is finished.
There is one of those
palpable silences which
usually occur after a great
thing has happened.

It is positively electric.
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Perhaps more importantly,
what kind of worksong singer am I not??
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o This time, the chorus emerges

from me plaintively, as if the
very blood from my own heart is
pumping into the hearts of my
listeners.

It hurts a little, but it is well worth it.
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Nevertheless! | will now fetch my writing
implement and begin!

If there’s one transferrable truth I've learned
from the work I've done it’s this:

Be pithy! Be angry! Be succinct! Be honest!
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I look inward as | sing.
| don’t know if | have ever been
so vulnerable or so real.

| use doubt’s shadow to darken my delivery; it makes me very sexy.
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| am now so in the zone that | write a first verse,
identifying who | am, and the kind of work | do, or will do,
or have done in the past.
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My voice feels thunderous.
My connection to the audience
has been forged.
| am sure they can feel
the truth of my words!

_——— Yes, | am lying to myself; | know doubt’s shadow at my feet.
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| plunge right into the second, more profound verse. |
write about things that are either very good or very bad
about my job, and go so far as to confess the one thing |
most zealously hope for regarding my work:




