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I joined the N
avy at 16 ½, the 

discipline, corporal punishm
ent was the 

order of the day. I was m
ade to run 

around the deck in heavy boots with no 

socks on, which m
ade m

y feet bleed.

Paul H
enry Gowm

an, 18 in 1962

I was in m
y father’s shoe and leather 

business. It was called leather and 

grindery (the word used for leather in 

shoe repair).
M

r W
helan, 18 in 1950
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The radio 
seem

ed to be on all 
the tim

e, I suppose like 
television is now.’
Josie Strong, 18 in 1954

In the evenings when I was 18 I was out 
every night going to local discotheque, 
youth club, café, dances, cinem

a and 
cafes. 
M
y am

bition 
when I was 
18 was to 
travel and 
see the world, 
no career 
am

bitions 
though.
M

arilyn Taylor, 
18 in 1966

3

Pe
op

le
 w

er
e 

pr
ed

ic
ti
ng

 t
ha

t 
dr

um
s 

an
d 

gu
it
ar

 m
us

ic
 w

er
e 

fin
is
he

d.
 

Pa
ul
 G

re
en

er
, 

18
 i
n 

19
78

‘W
e 

we
re

 p
la
yi
ng

 a
 g

am
e 

ca
lle

d:
 Y

ou
 

D
uc

k.
 I

f 
yo

u 
we

re
 h

it
 o

n 
th

e 
kn

ee
s 

yo
u 

we
re

 o
ut

. 
I 

ha
d 

th
e 

st
up

id
it
y 

to
 h

ea
de

r 
th

e 
ba

ll 
an

d 
go

t 
co

nc
us

se
d,

 s
o 

I 
th

in
k 

I 
wa

s 
in
 a

 w
or

ld
 o

f 
m
y 

ow
n,

 s
om

e 
sa

y 
I’
ve

 
ne

ve
r 

re
co

ve
re

d.
...

...
...

..’
Ke

it
h 

Sk
ip
pe

r,
 1

8 
in
 1

96
2

Project 18
N

orfolk M
useum

s &
 A

rchaeology S
ervice

20
11-10

-28 &
 N

M
A
S

 20
11

Published by N
orfolk M

useum
s &

 A
rchaeology S

ervice

Im
ages p2 (L), p6 (L), p13 (R), p16 (R), p18 (L), &

 p19 (R)

courtesy N
orfolk C

ounty C
ouncil Library and Inform

ation

S
ervice. Enjoy thousands of im

ages of N
orfolk’s unique

history at w
w

w
.picture.norfolk.gov.uk. Im

age p16 (L) c.

N
orth W

alsham
 H

istorical S
ociety. Im

age p7 (R) c.

C
harles N

igrelli (2nd A
ir D

ivision M
em

orial Library

collection). A
ll rem

aining im
ages c. N

M
A
S

.

http://bkltr.it/ox7Ll6



33

A
m

y Jones
A

ndrew
 Jarvis

Beccy Law
rence

Bella Booty
Bex Toft
Brodie H

arrison-M
erritt

C
harlie A

vison
C

harlie Leeds
C

hris Betts
D

avid W
illiam

son
Em

m
a Turner

G
avin Richardson

Jack W
illiam

s
Jacob C

oran Sebastian
Katherine A

ndrew
s

Kathryn W
aldron

Kirsty
Lexie C

horlton
Lucy W

allis

M
isha Julian

N
ancy Rolph

Pip Sessions
Poppy W

ilkins
Rachel W

illis
Ricky W

enn
Ross Buxton
Row

ena A
lston

Ruby Phillips
Ruth Farnan
Sarah Vickers
Sarah W

iley 
Shauna G

ordon
Suzanne Lam

Som
e people have been along to a session or tw

o, 
others have been able to give the project their full 
support over the 18 m

onths.  W
ithout all these young 

people Project 18 could never have happened.

Young people who have had som
e

involvem
ent in the project:

TH
E EN

D...
.
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I was interested in photography, 
m
ountain cycling and gardening.

M
r W

helan, 18 in 1950

‘In 1952 we had the first television in the 
street with a 9 inch screen… It was our pride 
and joy and on for 3 hours per evening. W

e 
had a household for the Coronation.’
M

argaret Jones, 18 in 1961 
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I’ve found it interesting. It’s fun to sit and ask people questions. The others show
ed us how

 to record 
stuff. They w

ere good.

The best thing has been m
eeting new

 people. I’ve learned m
ore than I expected. It’s been fun.

It’s been quite interesting hearing w
hat som

e of the people had to say. I w
as surprised how

 routine 
people’s lives w

ere, one guy I w
as talking to, he just w

ent school, w
ork, forces, w

ork. H
e didn’t seem

 to 
have anything else in his life.

O
ld people and young people aren’t so different, you see old people nagging young people, yet w

hen 
they w

ere our age they w
ere doing the sam

e thing. The sim
ilarities are outstanding. It w

asn’t until I 
cam

e on the project that I noticed the sim
ilarities.

I’ve found the further you go back in tim
e the m

ore different eighteen year olds lives w
ere.

M
atthew

 m
ade anim

ation seem
 sim

ple to do w
ith step by step procedure, m

aking it easy, It allow
ed m

e 
to bring out a never seen creative side. I realise that m

ore steps are needed for a sm
ooth anim

ation, the 
results w

ere good though.

It w
as fantastic to have a go at anim

ating, w
hich I have never done before. There w

eren’t m
any of us 

but it w
as great to have 1-1 tuition. I really enjoyed it and w

ished I could have stayed longer. I w
as 

surprised how
 I had to think about the subtle details of each still.

Q
uotes from

 the young people.....
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W
e had to 

walk 5 m
iles at 5am

 to 
queue up for tickets (for 

the Beatles).
Trudy Johnson, 18

 in 1969

I went to the pictures and to the theatre 

once or twice a week because it was 

reasonable.

Shirley, 18 in 1955
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H
ere’s what com

edian A
rthur Sm

ith 

told Project 18 m
em

bers....

I think it w
as easier to be 18 w

hen I w
as than it is now

.
I don’t know

 if its got w
orse in som

e w
ays its got better of course there are m

any m
ore distractions 

available, you know
 its m

uch easier to be in touch w
ith people all over the place, all round the w

orld, 
but on the other hand there also fears about global w

arm
ing w

hich there w
eren’t then, no-one knew

 
about that then.

W
ell I m

iss m
y D

ad and I m
iss m

y parents. I m
iss....Its fantastic being 18 in lots of w

ays. It’s the m
ost, 

you know
 the w

hole w
orlds out there w

aiting for you.

In a w
ay....there’s no w

ay I’m
 ever going to be prim

e m
inister now

 you know
 w

hereas m
aybe then I 

could have been. A
lthough to be honest I have no desire to be prim

e m
inister and never did but....w

ell 
m

aybe I did then....I don’t know
. I didn’t know

 w
hat I w

anted to do....other than chase girls.
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H
e saw 
photographs 
of m

e which I 
thought were 
wonderful but 
daddy didn’t. 
H
e ripped them

 
up, that’s why 
they’re ripped 
up today. H

e 
just thought it 
was disgusting. 
W

e didn’t have 
m
uch freedom

. 
N
eelia 

Clabburn, 18 in 
1960

Young people feel that they haven’t got 
anything of their own anym

ore…they want 
to shock people, whereas then all you 
had to do was to dye your hair.
Paul Greener, 18 in 1978
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‘Fam
ily life w

as m
uch better, you sat around and had a m

eal together and you don’t do that now
’.  

Roy W
heeler, 18 in 1961

‘Too m
uch freedom

 and not enough discipline …
.political correctness and hum

an rights is not alw
ays a 

good thing’
‘I feel young inside but don’t like looking in the m

irror’.
M

argaret W
heeler, 18 in 1961

‘N
ational Service w

as fun’.
Tim

 H
attersley, 18 in 1951

 ‘I’m
 afraid w

e are going to turn into people w
ho can’t cope w

ithout m
achines and that is a possible 

disaster.’
Jennifer H

attersley, 18 in 1950s

‘Everything on a plate except w
hat’s im

portant like young people having som
ew

here to live and having 
jobs and getting into university in a w

ay they can afford.  O
ur life w

as m
uch m

ore secure. W
orse now

 
and w

ill get w
orse’.  

M
ike W

oodrow
, 18 in 1965

‘A
s m

atron used to say ‘there’s nothing for a nice girl to do late at night’.
Frances C

hannell, 18 in 1939
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I was 18, and at that tim
e we were 

called up at 18. I spent about a year in 
Egypt. At that tim

e you could go, if you 
wanted leave, to either Cyprus, which 
was like a big holiday cam

p for the 
forces, or you could go to Cairo.
H
arry Basford, 18 in 1949

Straw hats seem
ed to be up but we put 

them
 down because we thought it was 

m
ore fashionable.

Rita Stevens, 18 in 1935
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‘Life has changed for the w
orse. This generation got over the shortages and tried to create a socially 

just society, all this failed.
John M

artin, 18 in 1954

‘I think there are a lot m
ore opportunities now

, especially for girls.’
‘I don’t like the celebrity culture and consum

erism
 at C

hristm
as’

Vera M
cLean, 18 in 1961

‘I did a lot of m
arching and protesting w

hen I w
as 18 and every step w

as fighting m
y parents’

Katrina Siliprandi, 18 in 1968

‘You didn’t know
 the future, you w

ere a num
ber, Today, everyone has everything they w

ant before 
they even start.’
Ivor W

ilson, 18 in 1944

‘Everybody knew
 that you got a job, if you didn’t get a job, you signed on. N

ow
 the options are too 

m
any, som

e of w
hich include not doing anything.’

G
eorge M

iddleton, 18 in 1963

Conclusions...
.

24

I 
wo

ul
d 

go
 u

p 
to

 w
or

k 
in
 t

he
 m

or
ni
ng

 
an

d 
on

e 
m
or

ni
ng

 t
he

 s
tu

di
o 

I 
wa

s 
wo

rk
in
g 

at
 I

 c
ou

ld
n’t

 g
et

 i
nt

o 
be

ca
us

e 
bo

m
bs

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
dr

op
pe

d.
  

Th
ey

 w
er

e 
wa

it
in
g 

to
 g

o 
of

f 
(S

av
ill
e 

Ro
w)

. 
W

e 
al
l 
ha

d 
to

 
go

 t
o 

th
e 

lo
ca

l 
pu

b.
Ba

rb
ar

a 
Po

lla
rd

, 
18

 i
n 

19
34

In
 1

96
8 

I 
wa

s 
a 

m
em

be
r 

of
 C

N
D.

 I
 h

ad
 

a 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
 j
ob

 b
ut

 i
n 

m
y 

lu
nc

h 
ho

ur
 j
oi
ne

d 
ot

he
rs

 s
el
lin

g 
Pe

ac
e 

N
ew

s 
in
 t

he
 H

ig
h 

St
re

et
. 

Ka
tr

in
a 

Si
lip

ra
nd

i,
 1

8 
in
 1

96
8

12

H
olidays were not a big event – I didn’t go 

abroad until the 1980s… The only kind of 
holidays we had were the odd one perhaps 
at the seaside in boarding houses and the 
odd caravan holiday.
Sally M

arais, 18 in 1961

W
e used to go to Yarm

outh every year, 

and we used to pay £
6 per week.’

‘W
e saw all the live shows and the circus 

and had great fun.’

Vince Read,18 in 1964, 18 in 1960
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I becam
e a 

carpenter through 5 
years of apprenticeship

M
ike W

oodrow, 
18 in 1965

I didn’t enjoy 
the work so m

uch but I 
had a giggle. It was an 
office or a factory back 

then. M
arilyn Taylor, 

18 in 1966
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O
n one occasion, we heard… there was an 

air raid, and m
other heard that one of 

the streets a m
ile away from

 us was hit.

H
arry Basford, 18 in 1949

In a way we had a rather 

m
onotonous diet but a good diet.

John M
artin, 18 in 1954
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I wanted to go in the Post O
ffice but I 

couldn’t get a job there. I went to the 
M

ill aged 13.  This was in the war and 
the fam

ily were all weaving in the black 
out. W

e used to weave cloth in khaki and 
air force blue.  
H
ours were 7am

 
till 6pm

.
Rita Boothm

an, 
18 in the 1940s

They asked m
e if I wanted to go to 

university and I said no….They gave m
e a 

load of pam
phlets and I picked out one 

that was hospital laboratory work.  A
s 

luck would have it there was a vacancy 
at the local hospital and I got a job 
straight away which I guess wouldn’t 
happen today.
S
ue W

heeler, 18 in 1965

20

I 
wo

rk
ed

 i
n 

N
or

wi
ch

 f
or

 a
 p

ho
to

gr
ap

he
r 

on
 E

lm
 H

ill
… 

I 
wa

s 
m
ee

ti
ng

 p
eo

pl
e 

al
l 

da
y 

an
d 

it
 w

as
n’t

 a
 d

if
fic

ul
t 

jo
b.

N
ee

lia
 C

la
bb

ur
n,

 1
8 

in
 1

96
0

I 
le
ft

 s
ch

oo
l 
at

 1
5 

an
d 

di
d 

an
 

en
gi
ne

er
in
g 

ap
pr

en
ti
ce

sh
ip
. 

Th
er

e 
we

re
 

lo
ad

s 
an

d 
lo
ad

s 
of

 j
ob

s 
av

ai
la
bl
e 

in
 a

ll 
so

rt
s 

of
 i
nd

us
tr

ie
s.

Pr
oj
ec

t 
pa

rt
ic
ip
an

t,
 1

8 
in
 1

96
2

16

Food was very basic. O
n Christm

as D
ay 

we had whale m
eat for our dinner. O

n a 
S
unday we used to go and sing for our 

supper… and then go to the Salvation 
A
rm

y to get another m
eal.

Ivor W
ilson, 18 in 1934

It was only about one day a week when 

I wasn’t involved in som
ething to do 

with the Church.

Project participant, 18 in 1962
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