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Construction

First, fold each Ay sheet in half along the vertical axis.

Using a craft knife or scalpel, cut a horizontal slot along the centre dotted
line of the first Ay sheet. (pages 1/2/13/14)

Then cut along the dotted lines on all the other sheets. Make sure to cut to
the very edges of the paper.

Stack the folded sheets in ascending order with the even numbers at the
top. Curl the bottom half of the second Ay page (pages 3/4/23/24).

Thread the curled page through the centre slot of the first A4 page. Repeat
this process with the third (pages 5/6/21/22), fourth (pages 7/8/19/20),
fifth (pages 9/10/17/18), and sixth Ay sheet (pages 11/12/15/16) with the even
pages in ascending order.

When all the pages have been threaded through, check the pagination.
Finally, fold the booklets in half along the horizontal axis.
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Introduction

As part of Proboscis’ continuing research into social,
cultural and creative implications of public authoring,
a Creative Lab was organised at the London School of
Economics. Creative Labs are small transdisciplinary
events for brainstorming and bodystorming issues as
part of a research process.

The Lab brought together a range of viewpoints and
disciplines to explore the possibilities of the convergence of
mobile technologies and geographic information systems.
It explored and devised scenarios of actual uses of such
systems and initiated some potential collaborations
between participants.

The process of exploring and discussing these social and
cultural issues and uses was:

* Introduction to the Social Tapestries research programme
Social Tapestries imagine and discussion session
Breakout discussions on key issues and group reporting
Experience devising and roleplaying use-scenarios for
specific communities

* Distillation of ideas from the day

This eBook documents the findings from the day.

* Public Authoring is the term Proboscis has adopted for the practice of
people mapping and sharing local knowledge.
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Imagine & Discussion

Imagine a Social Tapestry: what does it look like? what does
it feel like? Who is part of it? what places or things are part
of it? Does it have texture, taste or smell?

The participants came up with the following metaphors and
visualisations:

some are
entangled & knotty,
some have gaps

some threads
are soft & squidgy,
some hard

pulling apart
— threadbare,

"temperature’
of information
density

threads can break

Bubble machines...
bubbles wrap around
people — strength of

surface tension

sense of depth

— 3 dimensional
histories behind
relationships —

colour haze depicting
a community

track of a person
and connections
between individuals

like a spider
web — entangling
and cloying

like the sea — hot and cold. heat
comes from people and the depth
of their interactions; cold comes
from negative associations & fear
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Final Discussion: Key Benefits

The final distillation of ideas and concepts from the day
outlined the three key benefits that the participants agreed
that public authoring and social tapestries could bring to
local communities:

Testimony

Public authoring provides a dynamic new way of valuing the local
knowledges and experiences of communities, not only from an
external point of view, but also for the individuals contributing
themselves — a kind of self-validation and empowerment. This
process of declaration and engagement could lead to a greater
sense of people investing in their own environment and community
along the lines of "I belong to and want to affect this place...”

Depth of Consultation

As a platform for broadening the catchment of opinions and input
beyond the usual interest groups, it offers public agencies a much
deeper consultative process enabling more considered thinking to
filter back, not just initial thoughts (as public meetings often only
result in). It also enables local organisations (like schools/colleges
etc) opportunities to enrich links to the local community.

Visualising & Mapping Change

Public authoring also offers a unique opportunity to visualise and
map (both visually and chronologically) how the actions and efforts
of a local community result in short and long term change. This
could lead to a greater understanding and sense of value for local
people in the processes of collaborative action, documenting their
own efforts as well as the improvements and changes they have
enabled.
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Group Discussion: Urbanism

This discussion looked at issues that can be seen to be in
flux or demonstrate considerable variations within the wide
& overall definition of ‘urbanism’ and would need to be
considered in the development of uses of public authoring.

The issues discussed were:

* The types of ‘urban’ such as: the dense West End where
multiple sources of stimulus overlap each other, versus the
uncertain and empty spaces which lack stimulus.

* The types of changes of ‘urban’ — topographic, social,
economic, cultural.

* Positive and negative memories of ‘urban’ and how
definitions have changed from Victorian slums and
squares of town houses to modernist planner/architect
dictated uses of space to loft living & gated communities.

* How individuals determine their markers of safety and use
this as a radar mechanism to determine how comfortable
they feel in a locality. Such markers are location
specific and cannot easily be translated e.g. markers in
Bloomsbury will be different to those in Hackney.

* What is ‘authentic’ urban vs. what is contrived?

* Tuning in and out — the things that interest you, the
difference between a memory of a street and the
photographic evidence of a street.

* The different memories of those who've lived in an area a
long time vs. new entrants... and whether technology can
assist in the development of trust.
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Group Discussion: Confluences of Thoughts
In discussing the issues raised in the groups the following
common topics and key words became apparent:

Voices

different to those in public meetings, suited to those who
communicate more slowly or might require assistance (e.qg.
those with learning disabilities, depressed, disenfranchised
etc) offering a new parity between these groups and the
‘usual suspects’.

Identity

sense of existence mattering if you have recorded your
ideas and experiences, how identity empowers, declaring
identity to others, how identity(ies) builds up/evolve, how
people are perceived via their communications, why people
take more care as they become visible in a community.

Agency
empowerment resulting from new voices being heard, new
identities emerging and participation appreciated.

Making Sense

how to filter and make sense of:

an increasing volume of authored information, presences
evolving over time, building up a past, persistent voices,
shared memory, opportunity for variety & discussion, need
for authenticity and how this is lost if there is no history.
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Introduction to Bodystorming Experience

Bodystorming Experiences are designed to assist in the
demonstration and testing of ideas and concepts by simple
and quick paper prototyping and role playing.

For this Experience the group divided into 4 teams,

each role-playing a different kind of community or
interest group. The participants used Post-it Notes to
leave local annotations over a map of the Kings Cross/
Bloomsbury/ Holborn area of Central London. Through
these imagined identities, the groups devised scenarios
of use for public authoring technologies that addressed
the local environment. The groups began by defining
their own social and cultural boundaries and interests,
then developed ways to interact across the map, building
bridges and finding points and opportunities of contact
(sometimes tension) between their imagined communities.

As facilitators, our key observation of this process was

how easily participants took on and reinforced their
group's identity, and how this quickly built up a barrier to
‘outsiders’. The process was successful in demonstrating
how easy it is to imagine tensions and areas of conflict
between different communities and their interests, and just
how hard it can be to create opportunities that bridge these
differences in an open and collaborative way.
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