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 IT
 IS

 a long, long w
ay from

 a sm
all red sandstone cottage in

 A
llandale to the deserts of N

orth A
frica and a Japanese prisoner-

of-w
ar cam

p. D
iscovering how

 far, and just how
 dear the cost, has given m

em
bers of G

reenhill H
istorical S

ociety one of their 
m

ost fascinating experiences of “tim
e travel” to date as they retrace the heroic journey taken by four brothers from

 one fam
ily 

during the S
econd W

orld W
ar. 

 “T
his story is especially dear to m

y heart,” said historian John R
eid, w

hose talk on the P
ipers of A

llandale is launching the
 

history group’s w
eekend of events. In

spiration for the project is the m
oving story of the M

acLachlans, a fam
ily of 14 w

ho lived in 
A

llandale because som
e of the m

enfolk w
orked at S

tein’s brickw
orks and clay m

ine.  
 M

alcolm
, nicknam

ed “P
ipey”, the second

-eldest of nine sons, taught som
e of his brothers to play the pipes. H

e and his father, 
also M

alcolm
, w

ere the driving force behind setting up a pipe band that w
as to becom

e the pride of A
llandale. S

tein’s w
orkers

 
helped to kit out the bandsm

en by paying a sm
all levy from

 their w
ages, w

hile the w
om

en of the village held daffodil teas, 
jum

ble sales and sold toffee apples to raise m
ore funds. T

he M
acLachlans’ cottage shook to the sound of pipe

-and-drum
 

practice as m
other M

ary let the band rehearse in her kitchen. T
he band sw

ept the board at the C
ow

al G
am

es in 1938 and 
becam

e w
orld cham

pions. 
 A

s the clouds of w
ar gathered in 1939, the w

hole band m
arched to B

onnybridge to enlist in the A
rgyll and S

utherland 
H

ighlanders (bar those w
ho w

ere too young). M
alcolm

 and brothers Ian and K
enneth w

ere posted to N
orth A

frica: brother 
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 W
e approached the local historian

 John R
eid, w

ho had undertaken a talk for us before C
hristm

as about doing another talk, this 
tim

e on the story of the P
ipers of A

llandale
. H

e agreed, and from
 this initial discussion John then told us he w

as in possession 
of original historic artefacts from

 the fam
ily (letters, new

spaper clippings, poetry, w
ar books) and w

ould w
e like to organise a

n 
exhibition of these artefacts. F

rom
 there th

e project grew
 into a m

ulti-faceted exploration of this historic event, but also m
oved to

 
another level in term

s of the story as a springboard to discussions around the them
es that arise from

 engagem
ent w

ith it: 
com

m
unity, geography, w

ar and industry. G
ive

n B
onnybridge is also a village w

ith m
any new

 residents, the place of local 
history m

ore generally in a contem
porary com

m
unity is som

ething w
e w

ant to explore
. Local history for us, then is an 

exploration of w
here w

e are living, and an engagem
ent in discussions surrounding w

hat it is like to live in a physical com
m

unity 
and investigating the issues that such historical events have on our present day area. 
 M
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R
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 T

herefore, as w
ell as a talk on the subject, John R

eid, history group m
em

bers, Janice and m
yself w

orked on a series of events 
that w

ould allow
 residents to engage w

ith this historical event on a variety of levels. W
e have firstly the talk (on 9

th A
pril 2010) 

w
hich introduces the topic and provides a background to the

 events. W
ithin the talk there are excerpts from

 the letters and 
m

aterials given to John by the fam
ily w

hich capture the horror and devastation of this event but also the bravery and fun of the 
fam

ily as a w
hole. T

hen the exhibition involves displays on
 specific pieces of the story from

 the perspective of the soldiers, the 
fam

ily in the past and the fam
ily now

 as a w
ay to set the story in context. W

ithin the exhibition (w
hich is available to view

 for four 
w

eeks until 7
th M

ay) there are educational m
aterials in the form

 of picture postcards and D
iffusion e-booklets encouraging 

residents to engage w
ith (1) Industry (the fam

ily w
ere heavily involved in the brickm

aking of the area); (2) G
eography 

(A
llandale, the clay seam

, the village itself and how
 it w

as form
e

d, a general exploration of the physical aspects of A
llandale 

and B
onnybridge); (3) W

ar (the role that the area played in W
W

II); (4) C
om

m
unity (the role of com

m
unity during this tim

e, to 
encourage reflection on w

here w
e are today). T

his exhibition is an active exploration of w
hat it m

eans to live in A
llandale and 
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 G
reen

h
ill H

isto
rical S

o
ciety is a group of individuals w

ho m
eet in B

onnybridge Library every F
riday 2

-4pm
. W

e undertake a 
variety of projects throughout the year including w

alks, talks, and discussion sessions. F
rom

 tim
e to tim

e w
e also contribute

 to 
local and international conferences on the subject of heritage and local history. O

ur m
ain rem

it is to explore the effects of the 
past on the present day geography, society, com

m
unity and post-industrial areas of B

onnybridge and its environs. O
ur 

particular interest is in how
 heritage is experienced and understood betw

een those w
ho have lived in the area a long tim

e 
through engagem

ent w
ith residents w

ho have m
oved here recently. W

e therefore develop projects that encourage both new
 

and old residents to com
e together to m

ake a new
 place. F

or us, then, history has m
any versions, m

any stories, m
ultiple 

perspectives and piecing it together from
 people’s m

em
ories, from

 objects, from
 fragm

ents lying around in derelict, hidden an
d 

old areas is the biggest challenge w
e face. 

 If you are interested in joining us please em
ail us at greenhillhistoricalsociety@

googlem
ail.com

 or contact Janice M
acfarlane on 

01324 825396. W
e are also alw

ays looking to interview
 local residents about their experiences and stories about the area, as 

w
ell as gathering interesting m

aterials and objects for future exhibitions and w
ork. 

 G
reenhill H

istorical S
ociety m

em
bers are: G

eorge D
algettie, Linda M

cT
aggart, Jam

es N
olan, A

llan O
g

ilvie, W
illiam

 P
arker, P

hil 
S

w
ierczek, F

rank W
alton 

W
ith G

illian C
ow

ell and Janice M
acfarlane 
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es
id

en
ts

 to
 s

im
ul

ta
ne

ou
sl

y 
ex

pl
or

e 
th

e 
ar

ea
 n

ow
 

an
d 

fe
el

 a
nd

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

th
e 

pl
ac

e 
fr

om
 t

he
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e 
of

 t
he

 p
as

t. 
T

he
n 

th
e 

se
rie

s 
of

 e
ve

nt
s 

w
ill

 e
nd

 w
ith

 a
 D

af
fo

di
l 

T
ea

, 
po

pu
la

r 
in

 w
ar

tim
e,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 b

rin
g 

re
si

de
nt

s 
to

ge
th

er
 o

ve
r 

a 
cu

p 
of

 t
ea

 t
o 

di
sc

us
s 

w
ha

t 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

lis
te

ne
d 

to
, 

se
en

, 
ex

pe
rie

nc
ed

, 
un

de
rs

to
od

 a
nd

 i
nt

er
pr

et
ed

 o
ve

r 
th

e 
w

ho
le

 s
er

ie
s.

 T
he

 p
rim

e 
po

in
t 

of
 t

he
 w

or
k 

is
 t

o 
cr

ea
te

 a
n 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
w

ith
 m

an
y 

di
ffe

re
nt

 la
ye

rs
 th

at
 w

ill
 e

ng
ag

e 
in

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f w
ay

s,
 a

nd
 w

ith
in

 th
is

 it
 is

 im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

t w
e 

w
or

k 
on

 t
he

 r
ol

e 
of

 l
oc

al
 h

is
to

ry
 a

nd
 h

ow
 i

t 
ca

n 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

re
si

de
nt

s 
to

 s
ee

 t
he

ir 
pl

ac
e 

ov
er

 d
iff

er
en

t 
po

in
ts

 i
n 

tim
e 

an
d 

co
nt

em
po

ra
ril

y 
to

 
ev

id
en

ce
 a

 r
ic

h 
an

d 
m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l p
la

ce
 in

 w
hi

ch
 to

 li
ve

 fo
r 

ne
w

 r
es

id
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 h
av

e 
liv

ed
 h

er
e 

a 
lo

ng
 ti

m
e.
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W
A

R
 

T
his project details the m

oving story of the M
acLachlans, a fam

ily of 14 w
ho lived in A

llandale because som
e of the m

enfolk 
w

orked at S
tein’s brickw

orks and clay m
ine. M

alcolm
, the second

-eldest of nine sons, taught som
e of his brothers to pla

y the 
pipes. H

e and his father w
ere the driving force behind setting up a pipe band that becam

e the pride of A
llandale. T

he 
M

acLachlans’ cottage shook to the sound of pipe
-and-drum

 practice as m
other M

ary let the band rehearse in her kitchen. T
he 

band sw
ept the board at the C

ow
al G

am
es in 1938 

and becam
e w

orld cham
pions. A

s the clouds of 
w

ar gathered in 1939, those of age in the band 
m

arched to B
onnybridge to enlist in the A

rgyll and 
S

utherland H
ighlanders. M

alcolm
 and brothers Ian 

and K
enneth w

ere posted to N
orth A

frica: brother 
F

inlay, to the F
ar E

ast. Like his ancestors, M
alcolm

 
piped soldiers into battle at the start of the S

econd 
B

attle of E
l A

lam
ein in O

ctober, 1942 but w
as killed 

by a sniper after volunteering to take a m
essage 

behind enem
y lines. K

enneth and Ian m
et by 

chance on the battlefield, w
here both w

ere badly 
w

ounded. Ian later died of his w
ounds. K

enneth 
survived, but lived w

ith severe pain for 50 years. 
F

inlay had been posted to the F
ar E

ast, and taken 
prisoner by the Japanese after the fall of 
S

ingapore. H
e endured three years in a P

risoner of 
W

ar cam
p. F

inlay survived his ordeal, and now
 lives in A

ustralia. T
h

ere w
ere p

riso
n

er o
f w

ar cam
p

s aro
u

n
d

 B
o

n
n

yb
rid

g
e

.  
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1
5

T
H

A
N

K
 Y

O
U

 
 G

re
en

hi
ll 

H
is

to
ric

al
 S

oc
ie

ty
 w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 th

an
k 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
pe

op
le

, w
ith

ou
t w

ho
se

 h
el

p 
w

e 
co

ul
d 

no
t h

av
e 

cr
ea

te
d 

th
is

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 

ev
en

ts
: 

 F
al

ki
rk

 C
ou

nc
il 

C
om

m
un

ity
 S

er
vi

ce
s;

 P
ro

vo
st

 P
at

 R
ei

d;
 J

oh
n 

R
ei

d;
 T

he
 M

ac
La

ch
la

n 
fa

m
ily

 –
 N

an
 

G
le

n,
 L

ac
hl

an
 M

ar
sh

al
l, 

F
in

la
y 

M
ac

La
ch

la
n;

 N
ao

m
i 

K
en

ny
 a

nd
 B

on
ny

br
id

ge
 L

ib
ra

ry
 S

ta
ff;

 N
or

m
an

 
B

ro
w

n 
fo

r 
th

e 
lo

go
; 

Ja
m

es
 J

am
ie

so
n 

an
d 

th
e 

pe
op

le
 o

f 
A

lla
nd

al
e;

 H
an

na
h 

B
at

em
an

; 
Ja

m
es

 Y
ou

ng
 o

f 
D

en
ny

 a
nd

 D
un

ip
ac

e 
H

er
ita

ge
 S

oc
ie

ty
; 

N
ia

m
h

 C
on

lo
n 

of
 F

al
ki

rk
 C

ou
nc

il 
M

us
eu

m
s;

 P
ip

e 
M

aj
or

 M
ar

k 
S

ut
he

rla
nd

 o
f D

en
ny

 a
nd

 D
un

ip
a

ce
 P

ip
e 

B
an

d
. 

              

6

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 &
 G

E
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

 
 

 
  



1
2

G
E

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y
 

 
A

llandale is a village betw
een C

astlecary and 
B

onnybridge. It contains tw
o row

s of unique red 
D

um
fries sandstone houses. T

he village and the 
accom

panying brickw
orks w

ere built and ow
ned 

by, John G
. S

tein &
 C

o. to house its w
orkers. 

B
uilt directly on top of the A

ntonine W
all, 

A
llandale runs alongside the F

orth and C
lyde 

C
anal on the north and the form

er London, 
M

idland, S
cottish R

ailw
ay on the south. 

R
esidents say it hasn’t changed in the last 60 

years. In the late fifties, the council built tw
elve 

m
ore houses in A

llandale, w
ith another tw

elve 
cottages at D

undas to the w
est of A

llandale 
w

here the office staff and m
anagem

ent of S
tein’s 

w
ere housed. A

llandale is fascinating, w
ith so 

m
uch history hidden or absent for you to find!  

  
W

h
at d

o
 yo

u
 kn

o
w

 o
r feel ab

o
u

t th
e w

h
o

le area, in
clu

d
in

g
 B

o
n

n
yb

rid
g

e?
 A

n
y g

o
o

d
 w

alkin
g

 ro
u

tes, d
erelict sites, etc. 

th
at yo

u
 fin

d
 in

terestin
g

?
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3

IN
D

U
S

T
R

Y
 

G
eo

gr
ap

hi
ca

lly
, B

on
ny

br
id

ge
 w

as
 w

el
l l

oc
at

ed
 to

 p
la

y 
an

 im
po

rt
an

t r
ol

e 
in

 th
e 

in
du

st
ry

 o
f S

co
tla

nd
. I

t l
ay

 c
lo

se
 to

 m
aj

or
 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
ce

nt
re

s 
in

 th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l b

el
t t

hr
ou

gh
 w

hi
ch

 r
an

 th
e 

F
or

th
 &

 C
ly

de
 C

an
al

 a
nd

 th
en

 th
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
E

di
nb

ur
gh

 a
nd

 
G

la
sg

ow
 R

ai
lw

ay
 a

nd
 th

e 
S

co
tti

sh
 C

en
tr

al
 

R
ai

lw
ay

, c
on

st
ru

ct
ed

 m
id

-1
9t

h 
ce

nt
ur

y.
 T

he
 a

re
a 

w
as

 a
ls

o 
ric

h 
in

 m
in

er
al

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
co

al
 a

nd
 ir

on
-

or
e,

 th
us

 th
e 

iro
n-

fo
un

di
ng

 in
du

st
ry

 fo
rm

ed
 h

er
e,

 
w

ith
 th

e 
fir

m
 o

f S
m

ith
 a

nd
 W

el
ls

to
od

 b
ec

om
in

g 
pr

om
in

en
t. 

A
s 

w
el

l a
s 

iro
n 

fo
un

dr
ie

s,
 c

he
m

ic
al

 
m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g,

 w
hi

sk
y 

di
st

ill
in

g,
 p

ap
er

 m
ak

in
g 

an
d 

sa
w

-m
ill

in
g 

w
er

e 
al

l p
ra

ct
is

ed
 in

 th
e 

di
st

ric
t. 

T
ow

ar
ds

 th
e 

en
d 

of
 th

e 
ni

ne
te

en
th

 c
en

tu
ry

 th
e 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

 o
f r

ef
ra

ct
or

y 
br

ic
ks

 a
ls

o 
be

ca
m

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 d
ue

 to
 th

e 
lo

ca
l a

va
ila

bi
lit

y 
of

 la
rg

e 
qu

an
tit

ie
s 

of
 fi

re
cl

ay
. S

te
in

’s
 o

f 
C

as
tl

ec
ar

y 
be

ga
n 

in
 1

89
9.

 T
he

 w
or

k 
si

te
 la

y 
on

 a
 tr

ia
ng

le
 o

f 
gr

ou
nd

 b
ou

nd
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

LN
E

R
 r

ai
lw

ay
 a

nd
 

M
id

la
nd

 &
 S

co
tti

sh
 R

ai
lw

ay
. T

he
 p

it 
sh

af
t w

as
 

be
gu

n 
on

 2
0th

 A
pr

il,
 1

90
3,

 a
nd

 c
la

y 
w

as
 r

ea
ch

ed
 

on
 4

th
 N

ov
em

be
r,

 1
90

3.
 M

as
s 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
of

 fi
re

 
br

ic
ks

 b
ec

am
e 

th
e 

no
rm

 a
fte

r 
19

45
 a

nd
 la

st
ed

 
un

til
 th

e 
de

m
an

d 
fo

r 
br

ic
ks

 d
ro

pp
ed

. S
te

in
’s

 o
f C

as
tle

ca
ry

 b
ric

kw
or

ks
 a

nd
 c

la
y 

m
in

es
 w

er
e 

cl
os

ed
 in

 F
eb

ru
ar

y 
19

80
. N

ow
ad

ay
s 

m
uc

h 
of

 th
e 

in
du

st
ry

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
 h

as
 d

is
ap

pe
ar

ed
.  

B
o

n
n

yb
ri

d
g

e 
w

ill
 n

ev
er

 b
e 

as
 g

re
at

 a
s 

it
 o

n
ce

 w
as

. D
o

 y
o

u
 a

g
re

e 
o

r 
d

is
a

g
re

e?
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