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Homage to Pietro Longhi (1976) 
See also: Audiences, Overdue, Serpentine Summer Show 
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Hartley Wintney, Hazeley Heath, Hampshire 
Location of Deborah Howell’s farm, Purdies and site of several 
performances including Heights, Slides and Collisions, Active 
Circles, and Waterfall. 
 
For a history of the village and surrounding attractions, see 
http://www.hartleywintney.org.uk/ 
 

 
Image reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps 
©Crown Copyright 

 
See also: Englishness 
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they wanted to create. Even prior to this, Signe collaborated with 
Howell in early performances and poetry readings (see Essora 
Tessorio) and introduced him to her artistic circle and to the 
concept of the Ting. She also recruited participants, inspired Birth 
Ballet Chorale in 1974, and instigated Quilting Bee. She recalls the 
fluidity of those days when there was a culture of people dropping 
in on one another at Ascham Street and at the Dairy. Fergus Early 
and his then girlfriend Jacky Lansley were around; also Michael 
Nyman, John Sharkey, Mike McKinnon, Andrew Eden and Susan 
Bonvin. She also recalls drawing endless diagrams mapping 
people’s movements. 
(Conversations: Signe Howell, Oslo, 13-14 October, 2008) 

 
Peter Stickland:  
“Signe influenced [The Ting] in a great, 
mythic, almost spiritual way, a kind of 
coming together.” 
 
Vicki Chick:  

“She was incredibly smart and she had this 
beautiful voice.” 
 
Susan Hiller:  
“Signe should be contacted. It seemed there was 
no knowledge of her contribution nor any accurate 
history of early Ting” 

 
Signe Howell is now Professor of Anthropology at Oslo University 
and author of several books including The Ethnographies of 
Moralities and The Kinning of Foreigners. 

 
See also: Unwritten, Women 
Read: Anthony Howell’s Oslo Calder and Boyars, 1975 
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Photos ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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The Cricketers Pub, Hartley Wintney ©Trevor Saunders 

 
“I remember it being rather hostile… from the 
locals….” 
(Interview: Lindsay Moran, London, 6

th
 Nov, 2008) 

 

 
  Photo ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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Howell, Deborah 
See also: Audiences, Purdies, 

Formidable; first female veterinary student in the UK; performed 
in early Ting works at the London Film-Makers Co-Op and at 
Michael McKinnon’s studio dressed in full hunting gear….. 

Howard Tong and Deborah Howell in Preparations for Displacement (1975) 
Photo: ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 

 
Interview: Andrew Eden & Susan Bonvin, Peterborough, 24

th
 Nov 2008: 

SB: There was a performance with candles and they 
were floating across the pool and Deborah, 
Anthony’s mother, decided that she would dive in. 
No-one really knew why. She did a great big belly 
flop and all the water came out 
AE: And all the candles went out 
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A Waterfall at Hayward Annual, 1977 
Photo: ©Giles Thomas 
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“She was really supportive; she was in the front seat of every 
performance.”  
(Interview: Lindsay Moran, London, 6

th
 Nov, 2008) 

 
Howell, Signe Lie 
 

 
Signe Howell and Anthony Howell at the Dairy? nd 
Photo: ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
 
Andrew Eden: 

 “The roots of The Ting are Anthony and Signe” 
(Interview: Andrew Eden & Susan Bonvin, Peterborough, 24

th
 Nov 2008) 

 
Norwegian Signe Lie met Anthony Howell in late 1968, marrying 
him in 1972. She spent an extended vacation with him Dec. 73-Jan 
74 in the U.S. where he was writer-in-residence in Iowa. During 
this time they saw Robert Wilson perform The Life and Times of 
Joseph Stalin (see robertwilson.com for images) at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Opera House and discussed the kind of work 
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Hayward Annual (1977) 
The Theatre of Mistakes were the performance element, 
occupying the Sculpture Court with Waterfall. (See Audiences, 
Critics) 
 

 
Letter from the Hayward to exhibitors, January 1977, The Theatre of 
Mistakes Archive 

 

 
Draft for Flyer, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive  



20

 
Theatre of Mistakes Program for Jeanetta Cochrane Theatre, March 1981 
 

 
Anthony Howell c.1973/4 Photo: ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre 
of Mistakes Archive 
 

Andrew Eden and Anthony McCall have both alluded to Howell’s 
teaching and mentoring abilities as part of the legacy of The 
Theatre of Mistakes.   
(Interview: Andrew Eden & Susan Bonvin, Peterborough, 24

th
 Nov 2008; 

Interview: Anthony McCall, Jason E Bowman, London, 26
th

 Sept 2008)  
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Heights, Slides and Collisions (Hartley Wintney, August 1975) 

 
 Instructions for Performance ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of 
Mistakes Archive 
See also: Five Concert Pieces and a Free Session, London Exhibition, 

21

 
Group Fantasy Piece: Anthony Howell, nd, c.1975 
©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 

 

8

Head Turns (Ascham Street, 1975-6) 
 

 
 
Howell, Stickland, Templeton, Greenall perform Head Turns  
 
Photos ©The Theatre of Mistakes, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive  
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Hour Book 
See also: Choice by Chance, Fiver Show 

 

 
Extract from the Hour Book ©Anthony Howell 

 
The Hour Book remains unpublished despite George Mattingly of 
Something Else Press saying, “THE HOUR BOOK is incredibly 
entertaining. I like the idea very much” (Letter to AH, 5

th
 

December, 1973). The poet Bill Shepherd (latterly a collaborator 
with Anthony Howell on Statius: Silvae, a selection, Anvil Press, 
2007) allegedly paid for his with a washing machine. 

 
Hornsey See Art Schools 
Horses 
See Purdies. Susan Hiller had a nasty fall from one, Howard Tong 
recalls Anthony Howell riding pregnant ones, and Howell has since 
created a work in St Petersburg for some (See: http://www. 
anthonyhowell.org/perf9.htm) 
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David Coxhead’s review of Purdies August 1974 weekend,   
The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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Howard Tong See Tong, Howard 
 
Howell, Anthony (b.1945) 
See also: Bibliography, Birth Ballet Chorale, Five Concert Pieces, 
Going, Homage to Morandi, Homage to Pietro Longhi, 
Preparations for Displacement, The Street 
 
Poet and former Royal Ballet dancer Anthony Howell is always the 
protagonist of narratives of The Ting: Theatre of Mistakes. 
Described as: Brilliant; disciplined (see notation of The Waterfall); 
dictatorial; a generous mentor; a man who wrote impassioned 
letters (see Rape of the Mind); spatially aware; obsessive (see 
Orpheus and Hermes), a tireless documenter, depending on 
whose narrative you choose. 
He was inspired by his partners: his wife Signe Lie Howell 
introduced him to the myth of Ting; he co-wrote Elements of 
Performance Art with Fiona Templeton, created the role of the girl 
in Orpheus and Hermes for Miranda Payne, borrowed Gwendolyn 
Leick as the model for Monica in his novel Lost Farm… 
A prolific writer, he has issued many critically acclaimed editions 
of poetry (Oslo, Dancers in Daylight ), critical essays on artists, and 
The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and 
Practice, Routledge, 1999. Other works include: The Company of 
Others (a novel based on the dance world. The original manuscript 
allowed the reader to choose where to read next), and Oblivion. 
Following the dispersal of The Theatre of Mistakes, he took solo 
works such as The Table Move to Australia. After a stint in 
Argentina, Howell is currently engaged in the controversial act of 
choreographing and dancing tango to classical music.  
(See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzPKv8ZtdbQ) 
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Hiller, Susan (1940-) 
Artist, friend to Signe Lie Howell; see www.susanhiller.org 
“I wasn’t a participant although I did take part informally in a 
couple of Ting events, and Ting members also took part in large-
scale events of mine around the same time. Wallpaper magazine 
was ongoing during the same period, and David Coxhead and I 
were  closely  involved with it; Anthony Howell had the tendency 
to blur the boundaries between the magazine and Ting, so there 
was  often a productive as well as annoying confusion of 
memberships in his mind....   It would be historically inaccurate to 
say that either David or I were ever a member of Ting; we didn’t 
attend their meetings or take part except sporadically in events. 
You need to bear in mind that the early 1970's were a fruitful 
period for event-based works and there were numerous  
collaborations of all kinds, usually temporary and brief.” 
(Susan Hiller, email to M Mancio, 21

st
 October 2008) 

See also: Art Room, Horses, Women 

Hockney, David See Moran, Lindsay 
 
Homage to Morandi (1979) 
See also: Bibliography, Critics, Michael Greenall, Mistakes, Ray 
Smith (Photographers) 

Theatre of Mistakes Program for Jeanetta Cochrane Theatre, March 
1981: 
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Mastercopy of Invite Card, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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Page from script Homage to Morandi, The Theatre of Mistakes Archive 
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            Scenes at a Table: Homage to Pietro Longhi at the Serpentine 
            Photos: ©Caroline Wilkinson 
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Anthony Howell, Julian Maynard Smith and Peter Stickland in Homage to  
Morandi (1980) Photo: ©Bob Dantzig 
 

 
 

 


