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In the display cases of A
ncient H

ouse M
useum

, you can see the 
giant m

olars and great ridged teeth of the m
astodon, a once m

ighty 
creature that roam

ed this landscape. Th
ese giant wooly elephants were 

abundant in m
any parts of the world, including around the G

reat 
Lakes in C

anada where D
odoLab is based. Th

e rem
ains in A

ncient 
H

ouse M
useum

 were found locally and they are a potent rem
inder 

that a very different clim
ate and environm

ent once defined this area. 
M

astodons are known as “m
ega fauna,” giant extinct creatures related 

to m
any surviving m

am
m

als. Th
ere were once m

assive ground sloths, 
huge bears and beavers. Sadly, the populations of their descendants 
are also now in decline and Britain lost its diversity of big m

am
m

als 
(bears and wolves for exam

ple) centuries ago – lingering on only in 
m

useum
s, folktales and children’s stories. Som

e have returned for 
brief visits in zoos, circuses and m

enageries.   

Such weighty rem
inders of the past linger on in m

any form
s. W

alking 
the streets around the core of Th

etford, we witnessed the red brick 
rem

ains of an old hospital and an O
dd Fellows H

all. A
nd we 

wondered, what are som
e of the other physical traces of the past that 

have com
e to rest here? W

hat buildings and spaces of another tim
e 

linger on out of place?
TH

E M
A
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 b
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e 
18

40
s, 

bu
t 

sti
ll 

su
rv

iv
es

 (i
n 

de
cli

ni
ng

 n
um
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rs

) i
n 

pa
rts

 o
f E

ur
op

e, 
R

us
sia

, C
hi
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 an

d 
th

e M
id

dl
e E

as
t. 

A
t A
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ie

nt
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ou
se

 M
us

eu
m
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ou
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n 

se
e a
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ve

ly
 o

il 
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tin

g 
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e 
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 st

uff
ed

 sp
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im
en
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 a
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s c
as

e 
be

lo
w 

th
e 

re
m

ai
ns

 o
f a

 G
ol

de
n 

E
ag

le.
 A

t t
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 m
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eu
m

 in
 N

or
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 C
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, y
ou
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n 
se
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a 

lar
ge

 g
ro

up
 o

f b
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ta
rd

s d
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 in
 a

 n
at

ur
al 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
t, 

in
 a

 b
ig

 ro
om

 fi
lle

d 
wi

th
 ta

xi
de

rm
y 

sp
ec

im
en

s. 
In

 a
 d

ar
k 

ca
se

 d
ow

n 
th

e h
all

 fr
om

 th
e b

us
ta

rd
s y

ou
 w

ill
 fi

nd
 th

e r
eg

al 
re

m
ai

ns
 o

f t
he

 G
re

at
 

A
uk

. O
nc

e o
ne

 o
f t

he
 la

rg
es

t a
qu

at
ic 

bi
rd

s, 
it 

di
sa

pp
ea

re
d 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
sa

m
e t

im
e a

s t
he

 G
re

at
 B

us
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rd
 in

 B
rit

ai
n.

 

Ve
ry

 re
ce

nt
ly,

 b
us

ta
rd

s f
ro

m
 R

us
sia

 h
av

e b
ee

n 
re

in
tro

du
ce

d 
to

 B
rit

ai
n 

on
 S

ali
sb

ur
y 

Pl
ai

n.
 W

hi
le 

th
es

e 
R

us
sia

n 
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rd
s 

ar
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
as

 th
e 

re
gi
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all

y 
ex

tin
ct

 B
rit

ish
 b

ird
, t

he
y 

ar
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 “a

lie
n”

 b
y 

E
ng

lis
h 

law
. W

hi
le 

su
ita

bl
e n

at
ur

al 
ha

bi
ta

t w
ill

 b
e k

ey
 to

 th
e s

uc
ce

ss
fu

l r
et

ur
n 

of
 th

e 
G

re
at

 B
us

ta
rd

, a
no

th
er

 re
ce

nt
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 th
e 

lan
ds

ca
pe

 p
ut

s 
th

em
 at

 ri
sk

. H
yd

ro
 to

we
rs

 an
d 

po
we

r l
in

es
 p

os
e a

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 h

az
ar

d 
to

 th
is 

lo
w 

fly
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. W
ha

t f
ro

m
 Th

et
fo

rd
’s 

pa
st 

co
ul

d,
 sh

ou
ld

, o
r h

as
 b

ee
n,

 
br

ou
gh

t b
ac

k?
 W

ha
t a

re
 th

e 
ris

ks
 a

nd
 w

ha
t h

as
 c

ha
ng

ed
 th

at
 m

ay
 

im
pe
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 su
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 eff
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A p
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 H
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d A
nd
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w 

Hu
nt
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 D
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 D
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d b
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 Co
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ra
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 Th
e T

ow
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rd
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nc

ien
t H

ou
se

 M
us

eu
m
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 Th

et
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rd
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fe,
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e T
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rd

 Li
br

ar
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d A
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t H
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se
 M

us
eu
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y o
f W

at
er

loo
 Sc

ho
ol 

of
 Ar

ch
ite

ctu
re

 fu
nd

ed
 by

 M
us

ag
et

es
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, S
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 D
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TE
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REA
D

 TH
E STO

RIES IN
 TH

IS BO
O

K, TH
EN

 TELL U
S W

H
AT YO

U
 

TH
IN

K A
BO

U
T TH

ETFO
RD

!

A
N

SW
ER SO

M
E O

F O
U

R Q
U

ESTIO
N

S, TELL U
S W

H
AT A

N
IM

A
LS 

YO
U

 W
O

U
LD

 A
D

D
 TO

 TH
E M

EN
AG

ERIE, O
R SH

A
RE YO

U
R 

TH
ETFO

RD
 STO

RIES.

D
RO

P O
FF YO

U
R RESPO

N
SES AT TH

E LIBRA
RY O

R TH
E A

N
CIEN

T 
H

O
U

SE M
U

SEU
M

, O
R BRIN

G
 TH

EM
 TO

 U
S AT TH

E M
A

RKET O
N

 
SATU

RD
AY.

W
E W

ILL U
SE YO

U
R RESPO

N
SES TO

 CREATE A
 CO

LLEC
TIO

N
 O

F 
TH

ETFO
RD

 STO
RIES!

5

It
 a

pp
ea

rs
, s

o 
we

’ve
 h

ea
rd

, b
y 

th
e 

ru
in

s 
of

 t
he

 o
ld

 W
ar

re
n 

Lo
dg

e 
ou

t o
n 

Br
an

do
n 

R
oa

d,
 a

 g
ia

nt
 w

hi
te

 g
ho

st 
ra

bb
it 

wi
th

 fl
am

in
g 

re
d 

ey
es

. Th
e 

wo
od

s a
nd

 fi
eld

s a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

lo
dg

e 
ar

e 
do

tte
d 

wi
th

 e
m

pt
y 

wa
rre

ns
, a

n 
un

du
lat

in
g 

lan
ds

ca
pe

 o
f c

ur
io

us
 m

ou
nd

s. 
R

ab
bi

t f
ar

m
in

g 
wa

s o
nc

e 
a 

m
ajo

r a
nd

 h
ig

hl
y 

pr
ofi

ta
bl

e 
bu

sin
es

s i
n 

th
e Th

et
fo

rd
 a

re
a 

an
d 

th
riv

ed
 h

er
e 

lo
ng

 a
fte

r i
t h

ad
 d

ec
lin

ed
 in

 o
th

er
 p

ar
ts 

of
 B

rit
ai

n,
 

wh
er

e 
ab

an
do

ne
d 

wa
rre

ns
 a

re
 o

fte
n 

m
ist

ak
en

 fo
r a

nc
ie

nt
 b

ur
ia

l s
ite

s 
or

 R
om

an
 d

ef
en

ce
s. 

 Th
e 

wa
rre

ns
 w

er
e 

he
av

ily
 g

ua
rd

ed
 a

s p
oa

ch
in

g 
wa

s a
 se

rio
us

 th
re

at
 w

ith
 d

ire
 c

on
se

qu
en

ce
s f

or
 th

os
e 

ca
ug

ht
, a

nd
 a

 
gr

ea
t d

an
ge

r t
o 

th
e 

wa
rre

ne
rs

 w
ho

 m
an

ag
ed

 a
 v

as
t s

to
ck

 o
f r

ab
bi

ts 
ra

ise
d 

fo
r f

oo
d 

an
d 

fu
r. Th

e i
nd

us
tr

y d
ec

lin
ed

 in
 th

e p
as

t c
en

tu
ry

 an
d 

th
e 

ra
bb

its
 w

er
e 

lar
ge

ly
 w

ip
ed

 o
ut

 b
y 

th
e 

di
se

as
e 

m
yx

om
at

os
is.

 O
ne

 
ca

n 
sti

ll 
se

e 
th

e 
oc

ca
sio

na
l b

ro
wn

 b
un

ny
 h

op
pi

ng
 a
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ut
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nd

 p
er

ha
ps

 
th

e 
gh

os
t r

ab
bi

t s
til

l l
in

ge
rs

. I
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

su
gg

es
te

d 
th

at
 s

to
rie

s 
of

 a
 

sin
ist

er
 p

ha
nt

om
 r

ab
bi

t 
m

ay
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e 

be
en

 t
ol

d 
as
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 w
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ng
 t
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m

ak
e 

po
ac

he
rs

 st
ay
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. 

St
or

ie
s c

an
 d

efi
ne

 a 
pl
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e, 

dr
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 pe
op

le 
in

 or
 d

riv
e t

he
m

 aw
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, b
ec

om
e a
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rd
en
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r a

 b
les

sin
g. 

Th
in

ki
ng

 ab
ou
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 g
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e D
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D
O

 Y
O

U
 H
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E 

A
N
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TO
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M
E 

O
F 

O
U

R 
Q

U
ES

TI
O

N
S?

6

R
arely seen, but clearly evident by its actions, Talpa Eurpaea is a 

voracious burrower beneath green spaces, farm
s and woodland, 

pushing up distinct earthen m
ounds wherever the soil is deep enough 

for tunnelling. A
 wily predator feasting on earthworm

s, snakes and 
lizards, the m

ole aggressively m
odifies its environm

ent to suit its 
needs. M

oving blindly through the darkness, its giant “hands” protrude 
from

 beneath a soft black cloak, deathly white skin tipped with long 
hard claws. R

esearchers say the planting of garlic will deter them
, a 

m
ethod eerily rem

iniscent of a com
m

on defence against a shadowy 
figure of folklore that also lurks in darkness and hunts unseen. Such 
an association with the vam

pire (and rem
em

ber it was to E
ngland 

that Bram
 Stoker’s D

racula cam
e to reside) is reinforced by the m

oles’ 
extensive handiwork around the grounds of the old A

bbey, the Priory 
of O

ur Lady of Th
etford. Like the ruins of the W

arrener’s Lodge, the 
A

bbey ruins are said to be haunted.

W
hat else is here, but not here, known by its work, but rarely seen in-

the-flesh, leaving traces of its actions and m
odifying the environm

ent 
to suites its own needs? A

nd what is done to deter such a presence?
TH

E M
O

LE

7

Th
e 

Lu
rc

he
r 

is 
a 

hy
br
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, a

 c
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ss
in

g 
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 a
 g

re
yh
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 t
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 c
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 b
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l d
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e B
rit

ish
 Is

les
. M

ed
iu

m
 si

ze
d,

 sl
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lo
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l b
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re
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d 
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 p
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d 
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e 
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iv
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it 
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po
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gi
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t A
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ie

nt
 

H
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se
 M

us
eu
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 is
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de
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l o
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 p
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to
gr
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of
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up
 o
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an

d 
gr
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W
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te
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 b
y 

ru
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 w
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n’t
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ee
 w
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, c

ha
lle

ng
ed

 
by

 im
po

se
d 

or
de

rs
, f

or
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to

 c
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se
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 o
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ac
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s 
wi

th
 ca
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 b
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, s
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m
an

 d
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en

vi
ro
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t o
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ve
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. 

Th
e D

od
o 

bi
rd

 h
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 b
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om
e, 

fo
r m

an
y, 

th
e s

ym
bo

l o
f e

xt
in
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io

n 
wi

th
 p

hr
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es
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ke
 “D

ea
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 a 

do
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” a
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 “G
on

e t
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ay
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e d
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h 
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e b
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r i
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n 
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d 
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te

. H
ow

ev
er
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 d
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ev
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ve
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y b
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e p
er

fe
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. S
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 b
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 p
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r l
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 m
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e c
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 m
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e c
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Phasianus Colchicus, like the rabbit, was first brought to Britain by 
the R

om
ans. Th

ey are prim
arily associated with a highly organized 

and distinctly British form
 of hunting – a sport which has evolved 

from
 

a 
traditional 

pastim
e 

into 
a 

m
ajor 

industry 
with 

birds 
com

m
ercially raised, released and hunted in vast num

bers during 
annually organized “shoots.” Th

e elegant pheasant can be seen 
prancing about the landscape, across roads and fields, darting into 
the underbrush. Th

e m
ale’s bold plum

age is an adaptation ill suited 
to cam

ouflaging its presence, seem
ing alm

ost as though designed for 
the benefit of the shooters. “Tradition” is a term

 often associated with 
the pheasant shoot, and is a term

 that can swing between opposites. 
M

any value the traditional roots of the pheasant shoot, while others 
see it negatively, as a pastim

e largely dom
inated by class and social 

distinctions. A
nd then there are the divisions over the shoots’ im

pact 
on the environm

ent – is the annual release of pheasants a bonus or a 
bane to the environm

ent? H
as the natural landscape been preserved 

or artificially m
odified by the needs of the shoot?

Tradition is a tricky concept, it can both unify and divide, nurture a 
sense of com

m
unity or encourage exclusion. W

hat are other traditions 
here, and what are their potential consequences?
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 C
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k 
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e m
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od
ile

s, 
ca
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 o
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 b
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E
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 b
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gs
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” fl
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d 
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g, 
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 b
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y 
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 d
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ng
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at

 a
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ga
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 d
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d 
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ey

 r
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 m
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 b
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D
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g 
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m
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 C
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G
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 p
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de

re
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r p
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s m
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W
hile populations of dodo birds never existed beyond the shores 

of their sm
all island of M

auritius (in the Indian O
cean off the east 

coast of A
frica), there is a record of at least one live bird m

aking it to 
E

ngland in the 17th century. Its stuffed rem
ains ended up on exhibit 

in John Tredescant’s M
useum

 in London and when Tredescant 
left his extensive collection to E

lias A
shm

ole, it becam
e part of the 

A
shm

olean M
useum

 collection at O
xford. Today, you can see the only 

existing dodo rem
ains (a m

um
m

ified head and foot) in the M
useum

 
of N

atural H
istory at O

xford U
niversity along with a reconstructed 

skeleton and a wonderful painting by the Flem
ish artist Jan Savery. 

Painted in 1651, it is likely based on a captive bird, and hence it 
appears quite plum

p and a little cartoonish, not the robust sleek bird 
researchers now believe the dodo to have been. Lewis C

arroll saw 
the O

xford dodo (C
harles Lutwidge D

odgson, his real nam
e, was 

a lecturer in M
athem

atics at O
xford) and he included the bird in 

Alice’s Adventures through the Looking G
lass. C

arroll’s dodo appears as 
a gentlem

anly creature with a walking stick, who presents A
lice with 

the trophy for winning an absurd and non-sensical foot race. Sadly, 
the dodo is m

ost often associated with things absurd, foolish and 
stupid. It is typically understood to have been a slow, lazy, glutinous 
bird with lim

ited intelligence. Th
anks to research on the O

xford dodo, 
however, it is now believed to have been reasonably intelligent and 
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D
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g 
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tsk
irt

s o
f Th
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f f
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 d
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e f
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s 
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f d
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, p
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e d
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le.

 

In
 th

e 
co

re
 o

f Th
et

fo
rd

, t
he

 h
ig

h 
str

ee
t i

s 
ho

m
e 

to
 a

 lo
t o

f c
ha

rit
y 

sh
op

s, 
th

e 
ki

nd
s o

f e
sta

bl
ish

m
en

ts 
th

at
 a

re
 o

fte
n 

po
in

te
d 

to
 a

s s
ig

ns
 

of
 a

 d
ow

nt
ow

n 
th

at
 m

ay
 b

e 
str

ug
gl

in
g. 

Bu
t c

ha
rit

y 
sh

op
s a

re
 a

lso
 a

 
po

sit
iv

e m
ea

ns
 o

f k
ee

pi
ng

 th
in

gs
 in

 u
se

, r
ed

uc
in

g w
as

te
, s

av
in

g m
on

ey
 

an
d 

su
pp

or
tin

g 
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W
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ls 
an

d 
pr

od
uc

ts 
in

 c
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O
nce the only squirrel in E

urope, Sciuris Vulgaris is being rapidly 
squeezed out by the larger and m

uch m
ore aggressive E

astern G
rey 

Squirrel (Sciurus Carolinensis) that was introduced from
 N

orth 
A

m
erica in the late 1800s, possibly to satisfy V

ictorian’s appetites for 
things novel and curious. Th

eir scientific nam
e sounds both accurate 

and insulting, scurrying about but vulgar (the latter term
 actually 

refers to its com
m

onness). Sciurus Carolinensis gets its nam
e from

 
K

ing C
harles, a squirrel of the C

arolinas. C
arolus is latin for C

harles 
and this was the nam

e C
harles I first gave to the A

m
erican colony 

that his son C
harles II renam

ed C
arolina (now divided into N

orth 
and South C

arolina). Th
e E

astern G
rey Squirrel thrives in N

orth 
A

m
erica’s C

arolinean forests and also m
akes it on a num

ber of lists of 
top destructive invasive species. Th

e R
ed Squirrel with its distinctive 

red fur and tuft ears is now a rarity. Th
etford Forest is said to be one 

of its last local habitats, but even there they are rarely seen. 

N
orth A

m
erican influences have being felt throughout the world 

with m
ixed receptions. W

atching the m
any grey squirrels scurrying 

about, we wondered about other exam
ples of the presence of things 

N
orth A

m
erican in Th

etford. W
hat has com

e to replace the “vulgar” 
and the local?
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A
no

th
er
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ul
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 p
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 b
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 b
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