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The Meriden estate was built in the 50s and 60s.

A lot of new people came to live here. There
was no facility on the estate and the residents
decided they needed a centre that could be
used for families and kids, so they went around
door to door collecting money, 2s 6d a week,
and bought their own building. I've been at this

gypsy site for years,
I'm no further
forward. | can still
get 28 days notice,
even after living here
for more than 20

Been in Stevenage two weeks.
It’s clean. It’s green. | grew up
in Tottenham so it’s great.

years.

With Our Ears to the
Ground: Movement

Alice Angus and Orlagh Woods
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A Proboscis project commissioned by Green Heart
Partnership with Hertfordshire County Council to explore
peoples ideas about community.

Part 1 of 6 eBooks based on the limited edition
publication.
http://withourearstotheground.wordpress.com/

made with www.bookleteer.com from proboscis
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I was

born in
I'spent most of my life here. | belong here more than my
homeland of Bangladesh.We are here, our children have wa,es’
been brought up here so we belong here.VWWhen we go my
back, we love it but we can't fully relate. Things have

changed over time and we were not part of that. mum’s
When | was a girl, people hadn’t moved into Pirton. It was Scottlsh,
afairly static population. All my grandparents were in the dad’s

g village and that wasn’t unusual. When the estate was built y

E there was nearly a riot (1960s) there was quite a distrust of ""Sh,

3 - strangers... People no longer live near their family generally Iy
z speaking, so their friends become their supporters, whereas my kid’s
@ senerations ago it was the family they turned to. think

they’re
Enghsh
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In all this we’ve taken Proboscis’ anarchaeology approach,
to informally and creatively excavate layers of meaning
and understanding to get beneath the surface of some of
Hertfordshire’s communities.

Our enduring experience of this journey has been of the
generosity of the people, the ambition of their ideas and the
determination and commitment they devote to building their
communities.

This book is one of 6 that are based on the limited edition
publication printed to accompany the project. It draws together
the multiple layers of ideas and experiences we found across
different communities and it is designed to reflect those ideas
and voices.

Alice Angus and Orlagh Woods, Proboscis 2009

With Our Ears to the Ground is a project by arts organisation Proboscis.
It was commissioned by Green Heart Partnership with Hertfordshire
County Council. It builds upon previous consultations, by Hertfordshire
County Council, that used traditional surveys to find out how well people
from different backgrounds get on with each other. This publication

and the project research will be presented to the community, Council
Members and Project Team to inform the Hertfordshire Forward
Community Cohesion Strategy, equalities planning across the county,
and to support the partners to build stronger communities where people
feel valued, get along well together and feel they belong.
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The community is changing; there’s a different aspect of the
community now, there are other languages being taught and
when you walk up the high road you hear mostly Eastern
European languages, Polish in particular:

If you smile at someone...

We're Geordies, we're Scots,
we're Londoners, we're Irish,
we're poor, we're rich.

P i

I enjoy living here but my employer
has moved to Milton Keynes. My wife
doesn’'t want to move, she doesn’t
want to move the kids from schools,
they re settled here.

@ Movement
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