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I don’t think it’s just people
that make up a community
because you can have a bunch
of people but yet none of
them interact with each other.

: Py : When you work, you
I th!nk It’s Peop’e ‘hav'ng a feel part of the working
desire to fellowship. Where community. At home we
have another community.
people actually want to get When we come here it's
to know others, share their fil}- People lave-CORESIR
- . & u now. We're part of the:
"fe with others. | think size Muslim' community. We are
has something to do with e pIppowered women,
We make decisions, we
community. If it’s not so big influence:We all.have a

that you can get lost good knowledge of life.

NP e A

A lot of people here in Kimpton look-after
each other. If we look after each other, look
out for each other then, whatever position
you are in, it makes it all work doesn't it?

People were more social

40 or 50 years ago.There
were more terraced houses,
people mingled more, now
it’s different. | don’t miss it,
as | like to keep to myself.

| like my privacy.

With Our Ears to the
Ground: Communit

Alice Angus and Orlagh Woods
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A Proboscis project commissioned by Green Heart
Partnership with Hertfordshire County Council to explore
peoples ideas about community.

Part 1 of 6 eBooks based on the limited edition
publication.
http://withourearstotheground.wordpress.com/

Creative Commons BY-NC-ND Proboscis 2009

made with www.bookleteer.com from proboscis
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How long have you been here?
(chatting to two members at Meriden community bar)

1962 | moved onto this gstate.
| was going to say half past 7.
I've been a member of this club for years since it first opened.
I've been here so long I've worn a hole in the carpet.
You certainly don’t get any‘trouble in here fighting or all that,
it’s just all mates really | suppose. =
Like a big extended family.
We come down here to insult each other.
.. Don’t know what we'd do without it, we'd sit indoors and
© watch telly.
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In all this we’ve taken Proboscis’ anarchaeology approach,
to informally and creatively excavate layers of meaning
and understanding to get beneath the surface of some of
Hertfordshire’s communities.

Our enduring experience of this journey has been of the
generosity of the people, the ambition of their ideas and the
determination and commitment they devote to building their
communities.

This book is one of 6 that are based on the limited edition
publication printed to accompany the project. It draws together
the multiple layers of ideas and experiences we found across
different communities and it is designed to reflect those ideas
and voices.

Alice Angus and Orlagh Woods, Proboscis 2009

With Our Ears to the Ground is a project by arts organisation Proboscis.
It was commissioned by Green Heart Partnership with Hertfordshire
County Council. It builds upon previous consultations, by Hertfordshire
County Council, that used traditional surveys to find out how well people
from different backgrounds get on with each other. This publication

and the project research will be presented to the community, Council
Members and Project Team to inform the Hertfordshire Forward
Community Cohesion Strategy, equalities planning across the county,
and to support the partners to build stronger communities where people
feel valued, get along well together and feel they belong.
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I'm living in Hitchin over 50 years, there have
been a lot of changes. The community, that's
the only thing we can appreciate. Everything
else is going down. In town half the shops
are shut now.

People make the community but a school
and meeting area are important too.
Your community can be focused on a

subject and that's the only thing you share
or it can be a community of friends where
you have some things in common but you
are also your own person at the same time.

You might know the

neighbours next to you and

across from you but you don’t

know your entire road. | have

people down my road that | e

don’t even recognise. »

N J
= ™I Pirton, everyone speaks
~ E£0 4 Cro each gther. Eyeryenaiis .

@ - s friendly thethe?~ you kno.

e © them or jpot, people wave;
you don’tjalways know them!
.- #

Flo next door, she’s 70, »
she’s lovely. She talks to s
me over the garden.
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