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In the good old days, we were
taught social responsibility
weren’t we? Nowadays, that

doesn’t seem to happen.
One thing about this Gypsy site, everyone
gets on.This site is one in a million. If you
walked out and left your car with keys and
everything, nothing would happen to it. If
we had an old person here, we'd knock
to see if they were ok. In other places

they're just left alone. »
When people are in the
position where they have
anxiety for work, money,
health, it is not good for the
community or family.

With our Ears to the
Ground: Getting Involved

Alice Angus and Orlagh Woods
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A Proboscis project commissioned by Green Heart
Partnership with Hertfordshire County Council to explore
peoples ideas about community.

Part 1 of 6 eBooks based on the limited edition
publication.
http://withourearstotheground.wordpress.com/

Creative Commons BY-NC-ND Proboscis 2009

made with www.bookleteer.com from proboscis
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People spend more time
indoors and not outside,
we used to come out and
join together in our streets
to celebrate things.

I’d bring all the teenagers
together and go somewhere
like bowling, just to get all the
teenagers that actually want
to do something with their
lives and who can’t find work
together, to help them look for
work to change their lives.
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In all this we’ve taken Proboscis’ anarchaeology approach,
to informally and creatively excavate layers of meaning
and understanding to get beneath the surface of some of
Hertfordshire’s communities.

Our enduring experience of this journey has been of the
generosity of the people, the ambition of their ideas and the
determination and commitment they devote to building their
communities.

This book is one of 6 that are based on the limited edition
publication printed to accompany the project. It draws together
the multiple layers of ideas and experiences we found across
different communities and it is designed to reflect those ideas
and voices.

Alice Angus and Orlagh Woods, Proboscis 2009

With Our Ears to the Ground is a project by arts organisation Proboscis.
It was commissioned by Green Heart Partnership with Hertfordshire
County Council. It builds upon previous consultations, by Hertfordshire
County Council, that used traditional surveys to find out how well people
from different backgrounds get on with each other. This publication

and the project research will be presented to the community, Council
Members and Project Team to inform the Hertfordshire Forward
Community Cohesion Strategy, equalities planning across the county,
and to support the partners to build stronger communities where people
feel valued, get along well together and feel they belong.
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