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At the event:
“You're really capturing the spirit of the place in the book. The toilet
graffiti page is spot on.”

“lI don’t think you'll get a lot of people here to actually fill this out.
Most of the people who come here are too concerned with their own
pseudo art to want to engage in anyone else’s. Maybe try giving out
free beers to everyone that takes one.”

“Cool idea, even if it is a bit hokey. The low quality of the books kind
of gives it a DIY feel that suits the place.”

| found it interesting that people were generally more
willing to engage with the project when they were actually
given a physical e-book. It seemed like those willing to fill
them out had fun with it. | also noticed that it tended to
spark a lot of debate over the validity of the space and
whether or not it should be redeveloped. | was glad to
see that the project got people to start thinking critically
about the physical space surrounding them and that it
made people generally more aware of the redevelopment.

| was less satisfied with my online correspondence.
Although | was expecting a higher volume of response
online, | received almost no replies. Even the few replies
that | actually got seemed apathetic to the project. | have
a feeling this is due to the fact the most of the energy
surrounding the Foundry currently has to do with saving
it, and preserving its memory through a booklet might
have come off as somewhat silly.
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Key to this investigation was the creation of a
‘preservation diary, made available to patrons of the
Foundry. Inspired by Remembering Minto, a project
initiated to preserve the stories of residents of a doomed
Australian community, the preservation diary provides a
space to capture personal accounts of the Foundry, a
place that has clearly held great cultural significance for
many people over many years. If nothing else, the
preservation diary is meant to serve as a proper eulogy
for the Foundry.
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| began to use the facebook group as a tool to reach out
to people concerned about the closing of the Foundry. |
collected stories from most vocal members of the group,
gathered together the most appropriate comments made
to the group’s wall, and asked for photo submissions for
the project. Although | did not get as much of a response
from this as | might have hoped, a few people were more
than willing to help out.

Using this collection of stories and photos, as well as
information and quotes | acquired from talking to people
at the bar itself, | assembled the preservation diary, an e-
book created for Foundry supporters to record their
memories and impressions of the space. The diary was
made available online at the project's web page
(foundrylostandfound.wordpress.com) and several printed
copies were left in key areas in the bar for people to pick
up. | hoped that this would spark interest and make
people more aware of the redevelopment plan. Also, in
the spirit of the immense amount of graffiti in the space, |
tagged the bar with stickers in several areas, containing
the blog’s web address.
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