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DodoLab Windsor - Cemetery Litmus Test
 

T
he im

ages in this eB
ook are of 19th century tom

bstones from
 cem

eteries in W
indsor, 

O
ntario, C

anada (A
ssum

ption C
em

etery on W
yandotte R

oad and St. John A
nglican C

hurch Sandw
ich). 

B
oth cem

eteries are located in close proxim
ity to the A

m
bassador B

ridge w
hich connects W

indsor 
to D

etroit, M
ichigan and is a prim

ary transport link betw
een C

anada and the U
nited States (and 

then to M
exico). Traffic over the A

m
bassador B

ridge (w
hich, surprisingly for an international border 

crossing, is privately ow
ned) is dom

inated by trucks m
oving com

m
ercial goods. M

ore than 25%
 of 

trade betw
een C

anada and the U
nited States passes over this bridge w

hich w
as com

pleted in 1929. 
T

he bridge is now
 in need of repair and there is m

uch debate about its future and if a new
 bridge 

should be built further up the D
etroit R

iver to take the truck traffic out of and around the cities as the 
A

m
bassador B

ridge touches dow
n, on both sides of the river, in the centre of established com

m
unities 

w
ith significant environm

ental im
pacts. T

he current ow
ners of the bridge are looking to “tw

in” 
it and in preparation for this have bought up m

any properties in W
indsor and D

etroit resulting in 
em

pty buildings, boarded up houses and vacant lots, m
uch to the consternation of local residents and 

governm
ents. 

 
T

he C
em

etery L
itm

us T
est is one part of D

odoLab’s ongoing program
m

ing of activity 
in W

indsor/D
etroit launched in 2010. T

he project looks to experim
ent w

ith the potential of using 
the m

ore than a century old tom
bstones in cem

eteries close to the bridge as a m
eans of exploring the 

environm
ental im

pact of the bridge. T
hese stones, very sim

ilar in m
aterial and design to stones found 

in cem
eteries throughout the region, show

 distinct signs of excessive erosion and decay and the goal is 
to see if, over the  years, these objects have functioned as “litm

us” strips, sam
pling and storing air born 

pollutants and also show
ing the im

pact of air quality. T
his project w

ill evolve over the com
ing year 

along w
ith a num

ber of other creative research interventions in the area including explorations of the 
vacant properties around the A

m
bassador B

ridge.
A

ndrew
 H

unter, M
ay 2010
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O
n
e o

f a series o
f p

u
b
licatio

n
s to

 b
e

p
ro

d
u
ced

 b
y D

o
d
o
Lab

 as p
art o

f th
eir

o
n
g
o
in

g
 w

o
rk in

 W
in

d
so

r/D
etro

it in
co

llab
o
ratio

n
 w

ith
 B

ro
ken

 C
ity Lab

,
G

reen
 C

o
rrid

o
r an

d
 th

e T
u
g

C
o
llective. T

h
is p

u
b
licatio

n
 is th

e first
in

 a series related
 to

 a co
m

m
u
n
ity

research
 p

ro
ject called

 C
em

etery
Litm

u
s T

est led
 b

y D
o
d
o
Lab

 D
irecto

r
A
n
d
rew

 H
u
n
ter.
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