Charnier: an appropriate enough name for a drug
baron, the French word for mass grave.

Just where Popeye stands and fires is a very
particular point in Marseille. Behind him was once
located the ditch where the victims of the 1720
plague were thrown, the charnier. Just as Popeye
fires, the film shows the yacht passing in the
background the Church of Notre Dame de la
Garde, high up on the hill, surmounted by its
great golden Madonna, the symbol of Marseille,
and visible to ships out at sea. Popeye fires along
a line joining the plague ditch to the Madonna, a
line crossed by the yacht and the escaping drug
dealer.

The golden Madonna is the patron saint of sailors,
not gangsters.

3. white pavilion

Francois Vanverberghe, known as Le Belge, caid

of the Marseille milieu of the nineties, was shot in
a Paris bar in 2000. He had ruled uncertainly over
the Marseille criminal scene since the death of his
rival Gaetan Zampa, who was found hanged in his
cell in Les Baumettes, in1984. The feud between

Le Belge and Zampa, for control of the drug trade

Marseille Mix:
dangerous
liaisons

William Firebrace
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1. sharing out the cake

In Marseille the gang wars stop for a while. And
then start again.

Sparrow wrote in large clear letters: A B C,
followed by the word MURDERS.

In April 2006 a commando of 6 armed men burst
into the Marroniers restaurant and killed three of
the occupants including B, a known drug dealer
with international connections.

A few days later C, a known criminal and
safe-breaker, was killed as he was riding his
scooter in Rue-Sainte-Baume beside the Hospital
of La Timone. He was shot by a woman, D, armed
with a 9mm pistol, mounted on a scooter, driven
by a man E.

In June 2007 a masked man, F, arrived as pillion
on a powerful motorcycle at the Le Felfa
restaurant in the 4th district. He walked over to
the restaurant and shot G, several times with a
large calibre automatic. G, who was dining on the
terrace of the restaurant with a companion, H,
was of Corsican origin.

C may have been part of the gang led by B. G
may have been from a rival Corsican gang. B was
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They are very fine flowers.
Fine flowers for a fine man.

Le Belge was buried in style at Le Canet, a fine
cemetery over looking the sea, located in the
14th district. The milieu turned out in force for
the occasion, including presumably those
responsible for his death. They were followed by
numerous journalists, for by this time the lives of
Marseille gangsters, often illustrated and turned
into legend in films, had almost become a branch
of show business.

The tomb of Le Belge is a distinguished white
pavilion, in classical style, with Corinthian
columns and rather feminine art nouveau gates in
turquoise and gold. Beside it there are always
some bunches of fresh flowers.

The life of Le Belge, who had spent half of his
years in prison, may have been a continual series
of grubby criminal actions. With his tomb he
attains a certain pure whiteness, and also a
certain elegance.

I have been trying, said Sparrow to the
well-dressed woman as they walked away
together, to make sense of all these different
stories, all this violence and death in the city. I
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powerful 4x4, which was hit by sixty bullets. A
had in turn been suspected of involvement in the
murder of various small-time drug dealers (K, L
and M) involved with B.

Finally, or finally for now or there are other letters
waiting to be assigned, N, a Marseille caid and a
former lieutenant of le Belge, was recently shot in
August 2008 outside his apartment in Manosque.
There were no witnesses. Some stray bullets
pierced the door of a flat belonging to a
ninety-year old woman, and ended up in her
wardrobe.

A Marseille lawyer comments: Until recently held
together by an old-fashioned underworld, the
town has fallen into the hands of gangs based on
their districts, their ethnicity, their origins. Allied
briefly to pull off a coup, they then separate, thin
out, or kill one another when the share-out of the
cake goes badly. Now that the last elements of
the gang of Le Belge have been swept away by
the Mistral, the milieu has been balkanised
between the gypsies of L'etang de Berre, the
north Africans of Salon-de-Provence, the Bastians
and the native Marseillais who control the town.

Is this, considered Sparrow looking nervously
around, avoiding all dubious looking bars, and
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