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The British Experimental Rocket Group
Posted on August 20, 2009

I'm sober by the time | get back to Baron’s Court, but it doesn’t
stop me pointing at my arm and ranting like a lunatic about the
sigil burned into it: BERG. The Girl is subject to my head pouring
forth ideas and plans, future cities of language and paper being
spat out like erratic spreadsheet print-outs. “There won't be a day
that goes by over the next month where | don't think ‘Man, | wish |
was in BERG!...

Last night | had the pleasure of attending Schulze & Webb’s
‘complimentary re-branding seminar’, as the design firm entered a
new phase and blossomed into BERG: the British Experimental
Rocket Group. Decked out in customised lab-coats, the team
looked and sounded excited, terrified, enthusiastic, and nostalgic.
To a man they also wound up being inspirational.

Matt Jones greeted me on entry, stamping my hand with the
company logo and pointing out retro-future slides flitting away on
the projector: “Look, that's Quatermass, he’s important. That's my
favourite: a man on his mobile looking at a radiation test. That's
President Kennedy... | think he was important.” At any point when
not wildly gesticulating his hands were stuffed into the pockets of
his lab coat, every bit the factory foreman. All night he was
drinking or transporting an array of alcoholic beverages in pint
glasses, but in my mind he will be holding a mug of tea, forever
full, animated with ideas and futures.

Jack Schulze was wild-eyed, goading Warren Ellis with questions
while apologising for the last time we crossed paths — he was very
drunk then. Last night he was simply excited. | saw maps in his
eyes and the shape of cities, rolling landscapes with his face
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Expeditions in Paper
Science
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Sutphin Boulevard, New York, NY
The gently augmented reality of St. Laurent
The British Experimental Rocket Group

by Matthew Sheret
www.matthewsheret.com

www.bookleteer.com
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with it too, unless the wind brings in the smell of the atrophying
waterfront, a salt swamp. The combination is scattering,
disorientating, New York’s own brew of dementia and non-specific
infection to compliment its schizophrenic and insomniac
tendencies. It's not that the city never sleeps, it just can't.

“When we get out of the glass bottle of our ego and when we
escape like the squirrels in the cage of our personality and get
into the forest again, we shall shiver with cold and fright. But
things will happen to us so that we don’t know ourselves. Cool,
unlying life will rush in.”

- D.H Lawrence

When | get online | find a missive from Sarah including good
wishes and a couple of choice quotes. ‘Cool, unlying life’ seems to
rush in by the bucketload, especially when we watch the Mermaid
Parade on Coney Island. The rain cracks the crowd and | can feel
the water soaking into the soles of my Converse. My photo is
taken by Japanese tourists wearing ponchos, an example of the
Drowned Rat/Brit Abroad species in the wild. That said, everyone
here is woefully under-dressed: it's the point of the parade. Still |
love the broken camp of Coney, a ramshackle tank track trying to
fend off reconstruction. There are reams of dockland here that cry
out for demolition, decaying housing stretching along Brooklyn
avenues, years of unchecked growth pulling down stairwells and
rooftops, only stray graphitti and shattered bottles leaving
evidence of human interaction.

The rain followed us into Williamsburg too, but Bedford Avenue
still offered up a few treats: music on the street, terrible art
installations, a flock of checked shirts and a $3 bargains in a thrift
store. In one coffee shop we sat uncomfortably close to a couple
going through a painful break up. They were both in bands about
to go on tour, he in the U.S., she in Europe. She knew it would



