the entire nation as a campus (because everyone
is learning all the time)."Enlightened architects
listen to the people who are going to inhabit the
building, what we need are buildings that can
constantly be remade," he added.Posted by Sean
Dodson at 16:08

The cat with many smiles

In a talk entitled Grasping the Smile, Matt Ratto
used an extended Alice in Wonderland metaphor
to describe the need to focus on creative spaces
rather than conventional creative knowledge
transfers. In this way, at least, his talk echoes
that of both Bob Stein with his notion of frozen
and unfrozen books and professor Heppell's plea
for an unfinished architecture. In different ways
all three advocate ongoing, open-ended projects
rather than, as Ratto put it, an "over emphasis on
the end product."Posted by Sean Dodson at 17:06

Enter_Unknown
Territories Day
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Sean Dodson
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etiquette and manners. It's a lot more
complicated than that but i am just essentialising.
The point here, I suppose, is to help us
understand the nature of collaboration. Towards
the end of her presentation she said that we need
to articulate the things that are important to us
and be able to listen back. Behaving ethically is
about using each other in a positive way, she
said, before eloquently describing a positive form
of manipulation; not trying to force others into
your world view, but rather using their views as a
material for you to manipulate, almost like a piece
of clay, into your own personal ethical view and
vice versa. In doing so, she said, we can go
forward together, but separate.Posted by Sean
Dodson at 09:17

From the fringes of memory

The artist Chris Dorley-Brown talked freely about
the work he did for the BBC in the late 1960s and
early 1970s. His work plays, he says, "at the
edges of memory" and he showed footage from a
documentary he made back then from the east
end of London, replete with bomb damage from
the Second World War. Indeed, the London
docklands featured in the Man Alive documentary,
which was broadcast in 1971 and rescued from
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said he found the centre "an extremely boring
and dull place" dominated by men who seemed
categorically unable to talk to one another. So
how to create a better atmosphere? Well, the first
thing Herriot did was to break up the
male-dominated environment by inviting a more
diverse range of companies to join the centre,
especally those from the media and public
relations sectors so, as he put it, "we could
legitimately get women in the building." This
policy lightened the atmosphere of the centre
immensely, but still the engineers and
programmers were failing to talk to each other.
Herriot next tried wine tasting (but everyone got
plastered) and football matches (but that made
everyone want to fight) and he was wracking his
brains to find a solution. And then it came.
Cricket. N ot violent, not necessarily alcohol
inducing and English enough so everyone could
join in. But still the different companies were
failing to talk. As a, perhaps, last desperate act,
Herriot enlisted some specialists: his two kids who
were paid a fiver each for each introduction. He
hasn't looked back since and St John's has
blossomed into the centre of creativity it was
originally designed to be.Posted by Sean Dodson
at 14:00
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