'I'm sorry,' I said, casting around for something
tangible to throw back at him. 'You were saying?
The two sons? The "Minister of missing steps"?"
As I spoke, I realised of course that I got it. That
was the schtick, the sudden reversal: which one is
the politician, which one the gambler... I looked
at him and smiled: 'So?'

'Ah, it doesn't matter,' he said. 'It's just a story...
A good one, but maybe I'm not in the mood. Next
time!" He laughed out loud then swallowed down
a cough that the laugh had threatened to awaken.
'But listen, this letter. Of course I know what it
said, but you don't need me to tell you that. I
mean, who do you think did it? The fairies?"

'Bring Me Sunshine (after Dubravka Stojanovic¢)'
was created by cutting up, remixing and
re-narrativising fragments from the following
sources to create a completely new story:

Anon, 'Bring Me Sunshine: Which Parts of
the Business Climate Should Public Policy

Bring Me
Sunshine
(after
Dubravka

Stojanovic)

Tony White
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that been there? I hoped that it might be a splash
of last night's supper.

'Tell me about the letter. Do you remember much
about it?'

He made a brief wordless grunt but continued
staring out beyond the railings at a man walking
past on the other side of the street with one baby
slung across his chest and another in a
heavily-laden pushchair. Then: 'It's like the story
about the king and his two sons. You know this?'

I shrugged. What choice did I have? 'Go on.'

'You know. There was this king, or let's say an
actor, a movie star, I dont know. Well, let's say
he's an actor from the old days, the kind who
would play kings or heroes in films that havent
aged very well, yes? So this actor has two sons,
one turns out to be a gambler and the other is a
politician. You know this story?'

He didn't need any encouragement from me. We
were going to be here for a while. He wasn't the
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Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh, 1996-2008.
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/type0613.html#serbia
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Tony White, notes made during 'Accelerator
-- Clutch -- Brake: Modernisation processes
in Belgrade, 1890-1914' seminar by Dubravka
Stojanovié¢, University of Belgrade. Centre for
South East European Studies, SEES. 11
November 2008.
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I scratched at my trousers again then nodded,
though my mind was wandering. I was thinking
about the previous night, the restaurant, all those
sloppy starters: starter after starter. Why would
anyone be a vegetarian? Like trying to propel an
aeroplane with ox-power... Apart from that we'd
had a nice time. I'd already packed away my first
bottle by the time she'd arrived. Everything had
seemed possible for a while, but when I'd asked
about vegan options, no wheat, no dairy, one of
the waiters, who was emphatically not of the
same nationality as the food, had nodded
conspiratorially and said, 'You must be from
Americal' as if the concept of veganism might still
be tinged with exotic glamour, a decadent whim
of the too-successful rather than, for some,
simply being a question of basic health, an
attempt to avoid pain. 'Shopska salad!" he'd said
confidently. 'That's the only thing that doesn't
have meat in.' But when it arrived the whole thing
was of course blanketed with white cheese. I'd
pushed it to one side, ordered more olives.

He was saying that the other son concerned
himself with infrastructural investments that had
arisen in absence of a general overview; that
some journalist once wrote that he should
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