dropped out of the race for one reason or
another. The pace and strategy of the race will
change now, once the mushers have this lay over
and mentally prepare themselves for the last 1/2
of the Quest.

Alice's b rother sent this for those who are
interestedhttp://www.yukonquest.org(Joyce)

Journal no 13

We caught some of the action and Joyce watched
2 mushers leave Dawson midday and together
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stunning b atholith of jagged peaks thrust up like
a pyramid through a high alpine meadow.

Walking around to see the southern view, I look
down into the Klondike River valley. This is the
clearest evidence of mining in the area, even in
the winter. Surrounding slopes have b een
denuded in spots, but worst is the trail of tailings
left b ehind b y the b ig dredge. This machine
churned up the entire bed of the Klondike River in
the search for gold, leaving a worm trail of stone
tailings b ehind as its legacy. The tailings now
form the foundations for several residential
homes and b usinesses and greet everyone who
drives to Dawson with the tales of the search for
gold and the rubble left behind.

The Klondike River drains into the Yukon River at
Dawson City. In addition to the relatively small
Klondike, the Yukon has already b een fed b y
many larger and glacially fed rivers, such as the
Slims, Kluane and White Rivers. By the time the
Yukon passes through Dawson it is a wide and
strong river, yet it has another 1000 miles or so
to travel b efore it drains into the Bering Sea.
From the Dome I can see sections of open water
in the river, b oth upstream and downstream of
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path and sled the stuff that could freeze up to the 22 1

cabin. The rest will happen tomorrow, but I am
fairly pooped for now. Unfortunately I don't have
that nifty digital camera to take a shot to send
you all. But if you close your eyes and imagine a
classic little log house with a peaked roof, with a
blue door and all covered in 2 feet of snow- that
would be what it looked like.That is all from the
snowy depths of Joyce's abode, about 20 minutes
drive from Whitehorse, Yukon. Bye for now.
(Joyce).
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focused on how human activity is affected by the
weather. This was apparent b y the lack of
vehicles and human movement at 50 below and
the ice fog which lends such an eerie uninhabited
feeling to the place.

During my walks in the bush, in the extreme cold,
I revelled in the quiet, the snow on trees and the
peace of the place, forgetting the implications
that this cold has on wildlife. Seeing the tiny
tracks of lemmings, voles, mice and shrews was a
real treat, and reminded me to think beyond the
human scope of experience. Seen here is an arctic
hare track. (Joyce)
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