Black Light

Lyric Hammersmith, Wed 4 June 2008

Songs: Mama Told Me Not to Come, In the
Jailhouse Now & Diamond Ring

Brian starts, as a wheelchair-bound man fixing his
android

Characters

Professor Grundheim, the ruler of Earth
D48, his android

D13, his other android

Martin & Vanessa, security forces
Kevin, a human-insect hybrid

Reg, his father

Charlotte, his mother

Glenn, his sister

Steven, a human-insect hybrid

Hard Hearted
Hannah - the
world of the
Strange and

Bizarre

Cartoon de Salvo
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Hard Hearted Hannah and Other Stories is
created by Cartoon de Salvo.
Co-commissioned by Farnham Maltings and the
Lyric, Hammersmith

Performers - Neil Haigh, Brian Logan and Alex
Murdoch

Design - Rebecca Hurst

Musical Direction - Paul Kissaun

Production Management - Naomi Pirie
Producer - James Turnbull

Cartoon de Salvo are of the few companies in
the UK working with whole story, rather than
sketch-based improvisation formats. Read more
about the artistic process on their blogs at
www.theatrevoice.com and visit
www.cartoondesalvo.com
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tethered by the mongrel Gretel. Rolf sends Gretel
to the cupboard, from which she retrieves a
chainsaw. Rolf advances towards Chet...

Hank, Judith and Jack are Alpine-dancing at the
festival. Chet has mysteriously not shown up.
Jack disappears to get drinks, leaving his wife
with Hank - who seduces her.

As they recline in Hank's room, Hank tells Judith
that he had sworn not to behave like this on the
holiday. [Ginger Man] Hank breaks the post-coital
bliss to wonder where Chet is. He goes to look for
him.

It's the middle of the night, and Jack is worried
about Judith. He has returned home alone from
the festival, with a sore head. Where is Judith at
this late hour?

Jack asks if Hank knows where Judith is. Hank
won't lie to Jack; he says that Jack might find the
answer in Hank's room. Hank heads off to seek
Chet, and Jack enters the room, where he finds
Judith cowering behind the sofa. Judith is a serial
adulterer; Jack is used to dealing with it. Jack
finds a book inscribed to Chet from the professor
he spoke to earlier: a medical manual about
sewing on dismembered limbs.

Hank bursts back into the room. Downstairs, he
has seen a horrendous scene. He explains about
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Judith. He welcomes them to the Alps. His hotel is
threadbare; he claims to have built it with his own
hands. Jack and Judith are unnerved. He tells
them there is an Alpine festival on in the village.
His statuesque chambermaid Gretel helps the
visitors to their rooms.

Chet and Hank are driving up a mountain road.
The two friends have come on holiday together
from the US of A. Chet is a naturalist, come to
research flora and fauna. Hank has been in
trouble back in the States; he has been caught
multiple-timing his girlfriends and has run for
cover. The trip will wean him off this
misbehaviour, he hopes.

A sleigh-driver drives his two dogs ever onwards
through the snow.

Jack and Judith are in the bar of the Hotel
Magnificent. Jack mentions the scuzzy, spooky
nature of the place. As they examine the curious
decor, Rolf suddenly appears, to serve them
drinks. He tells them that the decor is his
Frankenstein theme. Don't they know that the
famous novel was set in the Alps?

The two Americans appear. Hank is dumbstruck
to clap eyes on the gorgeous Judith, whose good
looks jeopardise his recovery. Chet plies him with
tranquilisers, and chats with the English guests.
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appears and tells them that their best bet is to
seek refuge at the Parkers' farmhouse.

Seth answers the farmhouse door. Sandra is
admitted. Tom is chased away and shot as an
intruder by Parker. Sandra is alone with Seth.
Seth drugs her to sleep. With his father egging
him on, Seth plans to dress Sandra in his
mother's wedding gown and marry her this very
night. They reminisce about John and Mary's
wedding, which took place under similar
circumstances.

Sandra wakes up in a strange dress.

Parker warns Seth that the moon is full - the
night will end in tragedy.

Tom arrives at the police station with bullets in
his arse, begging the Sergeant for help. The
Sergeant follows Tom to the crime scene. Sandra
is being led to a hilltop by the Parkers. Seth is
transforming into a werewolf. Mary makes Satanic
incantations by a hilltop altar. A chicken is
sacrificed.

From the bushes, Tom and the Sergeant observe
this ritual. The only way to kill a werewolf, says
the Sergeant, is a spear through the heart - or a
tent-pole. Tom pledges to do the deed if the
Sergeant provides a distraction. The Sergeant
interrupts the marriage rites. Seth bears down on
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Hotel Magnificent

Lyric Hammersmith, Sat 7 June 2008

Songs: You Sexy Thing, Ginger Man & All Worn
Out

Brian starts, as a hotelier at reception, awaiting
guests

Characters

Rolf Gunther, proprietor of the Hotel Magnificent
Gretel, his assistant

Jack & Judith Hubbard, English guests

Chet & Hank, American guests

Maria, a disembodied brain

A professor, back in Washington DC

A sleigh-driver

His two dogs
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The Glass Eye

Songs: Please Let Me Get What I Want, The
Wanderer & Hard Hearted Hannah

Brian starts, as a boxer punching a punch-bag

Characters

Tommy Burns, an aspiring boxer
Mr Fantoni, his coach

Reg, his brother

Susie, his mother

Hannah Stevens, an elderly woman
Dr O'Connor, an optometrist
Wendy, his assistant

Timothy 'Slasher' Lewis, a boxer
Vicente and Lucio, gangsters
Harry Stevens, Hannah's husband
A barmaid
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D48 tells Kevin to return to his family in search of
the reason for his resistance to mutation.

Kevin's family are at home, rueing their son's
exile. The doorbell rings. It is Kevin. He tells his
story, and they give him space-juice. Suddenly,
one of his claws turns back into a hand. His
mandibles shrink. It must be the space-juice!
Kevin asks his parents what this drink is, that
they have drunk all their lives. His father Reg
explains that it is an old-time recipe, made from
actual fruit and vegetables, which he and mother
grow on a tiny allotment on the roof of their pod.
They are interrupted by a broadcast by
Grundheim, demanding the return of the fugitive
mutant. Kevin must find D48 and relate the
space-juice discovery.

Martin and Vanessa are with the Professor,
receiving their orders to hunt down the fugitive
mutant. The Prof demonstrates his power by
telling Martin and Vanessa that he knows all
about them; knows that Martin has a crush on his
partner; knows that Vanessa is an enthusiast for
old-time memorabilia - vintage cars, for example.
The Prof is getting more demented.

While patrolling the streets, Martin and Vanessa
discuss the Professor. Should they be serving
him? Are his experiments wise? They spot Kevin
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Tommy is making progress as a boxer, and there
may be a big opportunity coming up for him.
Tommy is pleased: he would dearly love to give
up his work as a postman.

Tommy's mother Susie summons Tommy and Reg
to the dinner table. Reg makes a sarcastic remark
about Tommy's boxing, and Tommy storms out.
Reg is jealous that Mr Fantoni never offered him
big opportunities back when he was a boxer too.
An old woman, Hannah Stevens, waits in the
opticians for her eye test. The doctor discovers
that she hasn't had an eye test for 20 years. She
undertakes a test and Dr O'Connor realises she
has a diseased left eye. He tells his assistant
Wendy that they will need to operate. Hannah
makes an appointment for the operation.

As Tommy delivers the mail and dodges the dogs,
he promises himself that this time, taking
advantage of Mr Fantoni's promised opportunity,
he'll get what he wants, and become a
professional boxer.

[Please Let Me Get What I Want]

A man sits alone in a corner, twitching, pulling on
boxing gloves.

Susie calls her mother, Hannah, to ask how the
eye tests have gone. She is worried about her

"TIMM
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message to the peoples of Earth via Skyvision. It
is the year 4519, and as the sun draws closer to
the Earth, humanity grows desperate for a way to
stave off the apocalypse. Grundheim has been
cross-breeding humans and insects, to evolve a
species that might prosper in a hotter world. But
the experiments have failed, and Grundheim now
orders the rounding up of the mutants, to be sent
to a prison colony in space.

Martin and Vanessa patrol the streets, heavy
weaponry in hands, looking for insecto-human
mutants. A man walks past, hands in pockets.
They order him to reveal himself. Kevin shows his
mutant hands, or claws. Martin and Vanessa
bundle him into a net and herd him away. The trio
take a hoverbelt to the prison facility, on which
Vanessa discusses her fondness for kitsch old
icons of yesteryear. Kevin is left in a cell, among
scores of other insecto-humans - all more
evolved, and less human than him.

Back at Kevin's house, his father, mother and his
boyish sister fret about him. Father blames
himself for persuading Kevin to volunteer for the
experiments. Kevin's mother had always opposed
it. They drink space-juice and watch a broadcast
by Grundheim that forbids any families of
mutants from trying to save their loved ones.
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Tommy is belting away at the punch-bag. Slasher
appears and they talk a little about Reg, who
Slasher knows. Tommy talks ruefully about Reg's
compulsive promiscuity. Mr Fantoni arrives, and
demands an answer from Tommy about the
proposed fight fixing. He tells Tommy that he has
got tangled up with some nasty criminals, who
will kill Mr Fantoni unless Tommy loses in the
fifth. Tommy has no choice but to agree.

Ding ding! Round one of the big fight. Mr Fantoni
gives Tommy a pep-talk in his corner, then
Tommy and Slasher slug it out in the ring.
Tommy visits his gran. He asks what granddad
would have done if he'd been asked to throw a
fight. Hannah tells him that his granddad was
once asked to participate in match-fixing. But he
refused, and walked away from boxing for good.
She can see the same integrity in Tommy.

Ding ding! Round two of the big fight. Tommy
asks Mr Fantoni if those hoodlums in the crowd
are the ones who are threatening his life. Mr
Fantoni says yes. Tommy and Slasher fight - and
it's difficult for Tommy to pretend that beating
Slasher isnt easy.

Tommy tells his gran that he cant follow
granddad's example, because Mr Fantonis life is
at stake. She asks what kind of trouble Fantoni is
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