man everywhere, and he only have honour, that
the able man everywhere be put into the place
which is fit for him, which is his by eternal right:
is not this the sum of all social morality for every
citizen of this world? This one duty perfectly done,
what more could the world have done for it? The
world in all departments and aspects of it were a
perfect world; everywhere administered by the
best wisdom discernible in it, everywhere
enjoying the exact maximum of success and
felicity possible for it. Imperfectly, and not
perfectly done, we know this duty must always
be. Not done at all; no longer remembered as a
thing which God and Nature and the Eternal
Voices do require to be done, - alas, we see too
well what kind of a world that ultimately makes
for us! A world no longer habitable for quiet
persons; a world which in these sad days is
bursting into street barricades. and pretty rapidly
turning out its "Honoured Men," as intrusive dogs
are turned out, with a kettle tied to their tail. To
Kings, Kaisers, Spiritual Papas and Holy Fathers,
there is universal " Apage ! Depart thou; go thou
to the - Father of thee!" in a huge world-voice of
mob-musketry and sooty execration, uglier than
any ever heard before.

Hudson's
Statue Part 1

Thomas Carlyle
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extraordinary persons, ever seen under the sun
before. Being myself questioned, in reference to
the New Houses of Parliament some years ago,
"Shall Cromwell have a Statue?" I had to answer,
with sorrowful dubiety: "Cromwell? Side by side
with a sacred Charles the Second, sacred George
the Fourth, and the other sacred Charleses,
Jameses, Georges, and Defenders of the Faith, - I
am afraid he wouldn't like it! Let us decide
provisionally, No." And now again as to St. Ives
and the People's Statue, is it not to be asked in
like manner: "Who are the 'People?' Are they a
People worthy to build Statues to Cromwell; or
worthy only of doing it to Hudson?" - This latter is
a consideration that will head us into far deeper
and more momentous than scuptural inquiries;
and I will request the reader's excellent company
into these for a little.

The truth is, dear Reader, nowhere, to an
impartial observant person, does the deep-sunk
condition of the English mind, in these sad
epochs; and how, in all spiritual or moral
provinces, it has long quitted company with fact,
and ceased to have veracity of heart, and
clearness or sincerity of purpose, in regard to
such matters, - more signally manifest itself, than
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I own I cannot see. Gods and men demand that
this, which is their sure ultimate destiny, should
SO soon as possible be realised.

From : Collected Works of Thomas Carlyle, 16
vols. (London: Chapman and Hall, 1858)

Source : The Victorian Web, National University of
Singapore

http://www.usp.nus.edu.sg/victorian/
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conspicuous place, - for example, on the other
arch at Hyde-Park Corner? By all opportunities,
especially to all subscribers and pious sacrificers
to the Hudson Testimonial, I have earnestly
urged: complete your Sin-Offering; buy, with the
Five-and-twenty Thousand Pounds, what utmost
amount of brazen metal and reasonable sculptural
supervision it will cover, - say ten tons of brass,
with a tolerable sculptor: model that, with what
exactness Art can, into the enduring Brass
Portrait and Express Image of King Hudson, as he
receives the grandees of this country at his levees
or soirees and couchees; mount him on the
highest place you can discover in the most
crowded thoroughfare, on what you can consider
the pinnacle of the English world: I assure you he
will have beneficial effects there. To all men who
are struggling for your approbation, and fretting
their poor souls to fiddlestrings because you will
not sufficiently give it, I will say, leading them to
the foot of the Hudson mount of vision:

See, my worthy Mr. Rigmarole; consider this
suprising Copper Pyramid, in partly human form:
did the celestial value of men's approbation ever
strike you so forcibly before? The new Apollo
Belvidere this, or Ideal of the Scrip Ages. What do
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Benlomond, no heart of a man would ever look
upon him except with sorrow and despair. To the
flunkey-heart alone is he, was he or can he at any
time be, a thing to look upon with upturned eyes
of "transcendent admiration," worship or
worthship so-called. He, you unfortunate fools, he
is not the one we want to be kept in mind of; not
he at all by any means! To him and his memory, -
if you had not been unfortunate and blockheads,
you would have sunk a coalshaft rather than
raised a column. emnever speak or hear of him
more; not a high column to admonish all men
that they should try to resemble him!

Of the sculptural talent manifest in these Brazen
Images I say nothing, though much were to be
said. For indeed, if there is no talent displayed in
them but a perverse one, are we not to consider
it a happiness, in that strange case? This big
swollen gluttonous hapless "spiritual Daniel
Lambert," deserved a coalshaft from his brother
mortals: let at least his column be ugly!
Nevertheless ugly columns and images are, in
themselves, a real evil. They too preach ugliness
after their sort; and have a certain effect, the
whole of which is bad. They sanction and
consecrate artistic botching, pretentious futility,
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apples, surpassing thus of the Hesperides, the
hungry souls of men. Diviner miracle what god
ever did? Hudson, - though I mumble about my
thirty-nine articles, and the service of other
divinities, - Hudson is my god, and to him I will
sacrifice this twenty-pound note: if perhaps he
will be propitious to me?

Object not that there was a mixed motive in this
worship of Hudson; that perhaps it was not
worship at all. Undoubtedly there were two
motives mixed, but both of them sincere, - as
often happens in worship. "Transcendent
admiration" is defined as the origin of sacrifice;
but also the hope of profit joins itself. If by
sacrificing a goat, or the like trifle, to Supreme
Jove, you can get Supreme Jove's favour, will not
that, for one, be a good investment? Jove is
sacrificed to, and worshiped, from transcendent
admiration: but also, in part, men of practical
nature worship him as pumps are primed, - give
him a little water, that you may get from him a
river. O godlike Hudson, O god-recognizing
England, why was not the partly
anthropomorphous Pyramid of Copper cast, then,
and set upon the pinnacle of England, that all
men might have seen it, and the sooner got to
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newspapers; might assist in innumerable
consultations, open utterances of speech and
balderdash; and on the whole, be comfortably
present, for years to come, at something of the
nature of "a house on fire:" house innocuously,
nay beneficently on fire; a very Goshen to an idle
man with money in his pocket.

This is the germ of the idea, now make your idea
an action. Think of a proper Somebody. Almost
anybody much heard of in the newspapers, and
never yet convicted of felony; a conspicuous
commander in-chief, duke no matter whether of
Wellington or of York; successful stump-orator,
political intriguer; lawyer that has made two
hundred thousand pounds; scrip-dealer that has
made two hundred thousand: - anybody of a
large class, we are not particular, he will be your
proper Somebody. You are then to get a brother
idler or two to unite his twenty-pound note to
yours: the fire is kindled, smoke rises through the
editorial columns; the fire, if you blow it, will
break into flame, and become a comfortable
house on fire for you; solacing the general idle
soul, for years to come; and issuing in a big hulk
of Corinthian brass, and a notable instance of
hero-worship, by and by.
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be continually apprised of the duty you expect
from them. What man to set there, and what man
to refuse forevermore the leave to be set there:
this, if a country were not anarchic as we say, -
ruleless, given up to the rule of Chaos, in the
primordial fibres of its being, - would be a great
question for a country!

And to the parties themselves, lightly as they set
about it, the question is rather great. Whom shall
I honour, whom shall I refuse to honour? If a man
have any precious thing in him at all, certainly the
most precious of all the gifts he can offer is his
approbation, his reverence to another man. This
is his very soul, this fealty which he swears to
another: his personality itself, with whatever it
has of eternal and divine, he bends here in
reverence before another. Not lightly while a man
give this, - if he is still a man. If he is no longer a
man, but a greedy blind two-footed animal,
"without soul, except what saves him the expense
of salt and keeps his body with its appetites from
putrefying," - alas, if he is nothing now but a
human money-bag and meat-trough, it is
different! In that case his "reverence" is worth so
many pounds sterling; and these, like a
gentleman, he will give willingly. Hence the British
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