ceased. What a world, that old sunk one; Real
Governors governing in it; Shams not yet
anywhere recognised as tolerable in it! A world
whose practical president was not Chaos with
ballot-boxes, whose outcome was not Anarchy
plus a street-constable. In how high and true a
sense, the Almighty with continual enforcement of
his Laws still presided there; and in all things as
yet there was some degree of blessedness and
nobleness there!

One's heart is sore to think how far, how very far
all this has vanished from us; how the very
tradition of it has disappeared; and it has ceased
to be credible, to seem desirable. Till the like of it
return, - yes, my constitutional friend, such is the
sad fact, till the like of it, in new form, adapted to
the new times, be again achieved by us; we are
not properly a society at all; we are a lost
gregarious horde, with Kings of Scrip on this
hand, and Famishing Connaughts and Distressed
Needlewomen on that, - presided over by the
Anarch Old. A lost horde, - who, in bitter feeling
of the intolerable injustice that presses upon all
men, will not long be able to continue even
gregarious; but will have to split into
street-barricades, and internecine battle with one

Hudson's
Statue Part 3

Thomas Carlyle
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Whereby, as has been explained elsewhere, this
latter form of worship, hero-worship as we call it,
did, among the ancient peoples, attract and
subdue to itself all other forms of human worship;
irradiating them all with its own perennial worth,
which indeed is all the worth they had, or that
any worship can have. Human worship
everywhere, so far as there lay any worth in it,
was of the nature of a Hero-worship; this
Universe wholly, this temporary Flame-image of
the Eternal, was one beautiful and terrible Energy
of Heroisms, presided over by a Divine Nobleness
or Infinite Hero. Divine Nobleness forever friendly
to the noble, forever hostile to the ignoble: all
manner of "moral rules,"and well "sanctioned"
too, flowed naturally out of this primeval Intuition
into Nature; - which, I believe, is still the true
fountain of moral rules, though a much-forgotten
one at present; and indeed it seems to be the one
unchangeable, eternally indubitable "Intuition into
Nature" we have yet heard of in these parts.

To the primitive man, whether he looked at moral
rule, or even at physical fact, there was nothing
not divine. Flame was the God Loki, &c.; this
visible Universe was wholly the vesture of an
Invisible Infinite; every event that occurred in it a

ulb noA ‘@3eunyiojun nNoA ¢3ybluqg JO SS9IXD YIm
YJep auodyl ay3l 03 dn ‘Ajisuswwii ybnoays ybiys
pabuim ay3 sw yoeal noA ||IM jdw 03 a3enbapeul
Al231uiul |13s aJde ‘euusip 03 ‘pualsQ 031 ‘usspJlaqy
0] UOPUOT JO S2JURISIP BY] ¢Z3l4 d3_UNMOJUN

NoA ‘saouejsip 9yl aw pue noA jo ned

YSI/MO 3Y3 104 D1W JO ) e] paydadxaun ue ueyj
aJow bBuiyyou AjnJy fybnoaAyliwszyi4 Jua||PIXd
Aw ‘Bw J04 199p ||_WS ||13S SI SIYY ||e ‘seje

‘Ing "a|qeluspun si siyy ||e :0131p 0}Ip d|qeulenie
sooue3sip ‘1ealb Ajpajdadxaun AjDolaA {sabelued
d|Xe-pue |99ymM pue sAempeod p|o ul Juswanolduwi
9|geJapisuod ‘paspul snopuadnis Alop

*u0I3024Ip 1yl ul Buiwpe asead pue ‘>Jom X3S
03] pabijqo sem I *s9oediw Aemjied snopuadnis
InoA Buuwpe ul Joys paddols aAey I aouls

aw buoj e s1 3 ‘ybnoJlAYIIWSZII4 JUD||DIXD 1SON
201w Buiyojed

10J AlJa1yd 3|ge|ieAe ‘s|mo Jo asoyl 31| seAa-uJoy
JO pupy e ‘paexuiq ‘wip umolb aie saAs Jidyy

pue !awi}-A19X000 pue awWil-|eaw 1noge dJi| dWos
03 AjJuo Buiuaxeme ‘peap ale sueay Ji1dyj eyl
‘pidnys ‘pajelagay udj|es 9ARY SpuUlW S,uswW eyl
INg ‘Umeldpylim sey pos eyl Jou ‘sl 2oualdyIp
9yl i} 196404 J0 JoqWidawWal sjeow pidnis

Jood 19| ‘aq ||Im JdABJ0) pue ‘S| Ajjedisuliiul )
U2IYyM "POD JO 9ouasaud a3eipawiwll 9y} JO |OqUIAS



22 T1¢

as an ape would at such a question; you do not
know that unless you can reach thither in some
effectual most veritable sense, you are a lost
Fitzsmithytrough, doomed to Hela's death-realm
and the Abyss where mere brutes are buried. I do
not want cheaper cotton, swifter railways; I want
what Novalis calls "God, Freedom, Immortality":
will swift railways, and sacrifices to Hudson, help
me towards that?

As propitiation or as admiration, "worship" still
continues among men, will always continue; and
the phase it has in ally given epoch may be taken
as the ruling phenomenon which determines all
others in that epoch. If Odin, who "invented
runes," or literatures, and rhythmic logical
speech, and taught men to despise death, is
worshiped in one epoch; and if Hudson, who
conquered railway directors, and taught men to
become suddenly rich by scrip, is worshiped in
another, - the characters of these two epochs
must differ a good deal! Nay, the worst of some
epochs is, they have along with their real worship
an imaginary, and are conscious only of the latter
as worship. They keep a set of gods or fetishes,
reckoned respectable to which they mumble
prayers, asking themselves and others
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haste to adopt some other; for this is the broad
way to him! The Eternal Anarch, with his old
waggling addlehead full of mere windy rumour,
and his old insatiable paunch full of mere hunger
and indigestion tragically blended, and the hissing
discord of all the Four Elements persuasively
pleading to him; - he, set to choose, would be
vote apt to vote for such a set of demigods to
you.

From : Collected Works of Thomas Carlyle, 16
vols. (London: Chapman and Hall, 1858)

Source : The Victorian Web, National University of
Singapore

http://www.usp.nus.edu.sg/victorian/
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It is certain, whatever gods or fetishes a man
may have about him, and pay tithes to, and
mumble prayers to, the real "religion" that is in
him is his practical Hero-Worship. Whom or what
do you in your very soul admire, and strive to
imitate and emulate; is it God's servant or the
Devil's? Clearly this is the whole question. There
is no other religion in the man which can be of the
slightest consequence in comparison. Theologies,
doxologies, orthodoxies, heterodoxies, are not of
moment except as subsidiary towards a good
issue in this; if they help well in it, they are good;
if not well or at all, they are nothing or bad.

This also is certain, Nations that do their
Hero-worship well are blessed and victorious;
Nations that do it ill are accursed, and in all fibres
of their business grow daily more so, till their
miserable afflictive and offensive situation
becomes a last unendurable to Heaven and to
Earth, and the so-called Nation, now an unhappy
Populace of Misbelievers (miscreants was the old
name) bursts into revolutionary tumult, and
either reforms or else annihilates itself. How
otherwise? Know whom to honour and emulate
and follow, know whom to dishonour and avoid,
and coerce under, hatches, as a foul rebellious
thing: this is all the Law and all the Prophets. All
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your Chancellors are dark to you as the Muftis of
Constantinople), I challenge you to show me one
Chancellor for whom, had the wigs, purses,
reputations &c. been peeled off him, who would
have given his weight in Smithfield beef sinking
offal. You unhappy Bull, governed by Kings you
have not the smallest regard for, wandering in an
extinct world of wearisome, oppressive and
expensive shadows, - nothing real in it but the
Smithfield beef, nothing preternatural in it but the
Chartisms and threatened street-barricades, and
this not celestial but infernal!

Sure enough, I find, O Heavyside, England once
was a Hierarchy; as every Human Society, not
either dead or else hastening towards death,
always is: but it has long ceased to be so to any
tolerable degree of perfection; and is now, by its
Hudson and other Testimonials, testifying in a
silent way to the thoughtful, what otherwise, by
its thousandfold anarchic depravities, miseries,
god-forgettings and open devil-worships it has
long loudly taught them to expect, that we are
now wending towards the culmination in this
particular. That to the modern English
populations, Supreme Hero and Supreme
Scoundrel are, perhaps as nearly as is possible to
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Dispensation, and are now become idle and far
worse? Not melodious to me, such a chant, in
such a time! The sound of it, if you are not yet
quite dead to spiritual sounds, is frightful and
bodeful. I say, this litany of yours, were the
wretched populace and population never so
unanimous and loud in it, is a thing no God can
hear; your miserable "religion," as you call it, is
an idolatry of the name of Mumbojumbo, and I
would advise you to discontinue it rather. You are
infidels, persons without faith; not believing, what
is true but what is untrue; Miscreants, as the old
fathers well called you, - appointed too inevitably,
unless you can repent and alter soon (of which I
see no symptoms), to a fearful doom.

"It was always so," you indolently say? No, Friend
Heavyside. it was not always so, and even till
lately was never so; and I would much
recommend you to sweep that foolish notion,
which you often din at me, and always keep about
you as one of your main consolations, quite out of
your head. Once the notion was my own too; I
know the notion very well! And I will invite you to
ask yourself in all ways, Whether it is not possibly
a rather torpid and poisonous, and likewise an
altogether incorrect and delusive notion? capable,
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Stump-orators, supreme or other, are not
beautiful to me in these days: but the immense
power of Lawyers among us is sufficiently
intelligible. I perceive, it proceeds from two
causes. First, they preside over the management
and security of "Property," which is our God at
present; they are thus properly our Pontiffs, the
highest Priests we have. Then furthermore, they
possess the talent most valued, that of the
Tongue; and seem to us the most gifted of our
intelligences, thereby provoking a spontaneous
loyalty and worship.

What think you of a country whose kings go by
genealogy, and are the descendants of successful
Lawyers? A poor weather-worn, tanned, curried,
wind-dried human creature, called a Chancellor,
all or almost all gone to horsehair and officiality;
the whole existence of him tanned, by long
maceration, public exposure, tugging and
manipulation, to the toughness of Yorkshire
leather, - meseems I have seen a beautifuller
man! Not a leather man would I by preference
appoint to beget my kings. Not lovely to me is the
leather species of men; to whose tanned soul
God's Universe has become a jangling
logic-cockpit and little other. If indeed it have not
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the brave men that are born. Too true this,
though figuratively spoken! Perilous tempestuous
struggle and pilgrimage, continual marching
battle with the mud-serpents of this Earth and the
demons of the Pit - centuries of such a marching
fight (continually along the edge of Red Republic,
too, and the Abyss) as brave men were not often
called to in History before! - And the brave men
will not yet so much as gird on their harness?
They sit indolently saying, "It is already all as it
can be, as it was wont to be; and universal
suffrage and tremendous cheers will manage it!" -

Collins's old Peerage-Book, a dreadfully dull
production, fills one with unspeakable reflections.
Beyond doubt a most dull production, one of the
darkest in the book kind ever realiscd by Chaos
and man's brain; and it is properly all we English
have for a Biographical Dictionary; - nay, if you
think farther of it, for a National Bible. Friend
Heavyside is much astonished; but I see what I
mean here, and have long seen. Clear away the
dust from your eyes, and you will ask this
question, What is the Bible of a Nation, the
practically credited God's-Message to a Nation? Is
it not, beyond all else, the authentic Biography of
its Heroic Souls? This is the real record of the
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