as a respectable approach to the Ideal? Or, alas,
is it not such an amorphous brazen sooterkin,
bred of prurient heat and darkness, as falls, if well
seen into, far below the Real? The Real, if you will
stand by it, is respectable. The coarsest
hob-nailed pair of shoes, if honestly made
according to the laws of fact and leather, are not
ugly: they are honest, and fit for their object; the
highest eye may look on them without
displeasure, nay with a kind of satisfaction. This
rude packing-case, it is faithfuly made; square to
the rule, and formed with rough and ready
strength against injury; - fit for its use; not a
pretentious hypocrisy, but a modest serviceable
fact; whoever pleases to look upon it, will find the
image of a humble manfulness in it, and will pass
on with some infinitesimal impulse to thank the
gods.

But this your "Ideal," my misguided
fellow-citizens? Good Heavens, are you in the
least aware what damage, in the very sources of
their existence, men get from Cockney Sooterkins
saluting, them publicly as models of Beauty? I
charitably feel you have not the smallest notion of
it, or you would shriek at the proposal! Can you,
my misguided friends, think it humane to set up,

Hudson's
Statue Part 4

Thomas Carlyle
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prurient stupidity and public delusion, to
blockheads whose memory does in eternal fact
deserve the sinking of a coal shaft rather? Give to
every one what he deserves, what really is his: in
all scenes and situations thou shalt do that, - or in
very truth woe will betide thee, as sure as thou
art living, and as thy Maker lives. Blockhead, this
big adventurer swollen to the edge of bursting, he
is not "great" and honourable; he is huge and
abominable! Thou shalt honour the right man,
and not honour the wrong, under penalties of an
alarming nature. Honour Barabbas the Robber,
thou shalt sell old-clothes through the cities of the
world; shalt accumulate sordid moneys, with a
curse on every coin of them, and be spit upon for
eighteen hundred years. Raise statues to the
swollen adventurer as if he were great, sacrifice
oblations to the King of Scrip, - unfortunate
mortals, you will dearly pay for it yet. Quiet as
Nature's countinghouse and scrip-ledgers are, no
faintest item is ever blotted out from them, for or
against; and to the last doit that account too will
have to be settled. Rigorous as Destiny; - she is
Destiny. Chancery or Fetter Lane is soft to her,
when the day of settlement comes. With her. in
the way of abatement, of oblivion, neither gods
nor man prevail. "Abatement? That is not our way

e yoiym buimou jou ,‘abpajmour, || JO [NOS 243
- "auaymAuans J031pas Bupjuiyl ay3y o3 snojnoedjw
‘sabpamou| |nJasn JO ypo4-buiwosso|q

|ESIDAIUN YDNS plwe ‘0s puy ¢9A1640)

pue 19640} 03 ‘diuds |edi3oead ou sem aa9y) S49Uym
‘Bulim pue {Ajuiew diIds 03 9AI3UDIIR {SOA[DSINOA
JO 2UO0 1| ‘peaydo|q Apaadb snoIAIqo ue sem
9SJ9AIUN 9Y3 paloue) noA ‘buoam pue ybu Jo smef
pey asJaAlun 3yl 1eyl moux jou pip NOA Suoljjiw
2y3 Joj buibuis pue ‘saydaads Aiejusweljded

J0 J0dad “Jojjeq AQ JuBWSSIYDURIIUD

‘juswysiund |eyded jo uoijoge ‘auldsip-uosiud
JO Wwilojad ‘sajn3iasul ,sojueydaw ‘saanjelall)

Jayjo pue dipouad ‘sanistaAlun ‘sainynd

uewny ‘sjeuanol Jo uoIsualxa yons Yp ¢AlRae|
sa10ads ayj Jo ssadboud buiysiuoise |easusab pue
‘U002 Jo buluadeayd ‘Assuiyoew Jo Juswaaoiduwl
asuswwi siy3 ul ‘31 usobios noA aneH

isbuiag a3eUNIOJUN NOA ¢|NJIGNOP WopSsImun

ue Jo 1InJ4 Y3} pue {uje}dd dU01S e JO ||B) U] ST

‘uonejinelb 03 auo ||e ‘buliiaH yinouwuep e

JO ||eJ 943 40 ‘Wa3SAS Je|oS B JO YSedd ay3 Jl 249
19Aeud ||s Jo auds ul ‘puodas Jad 199} UdIIXIS

JO 931kJ 9U3 1B S10B UOiRIARID ¢NOA 10} ,23BQ8E,
uoneyAelb Jo me| ayl ||IM ,-oNp SI sieadde 31
1g9p Y3 ‘ano unJ sey awi} ay3 ‘ssauisng buiop jo



authority, - cannot some of them, in the name of
sense and common decency, interfere at least
thus far? Namely, to admonish the misguided
citizens, subscribers to the next Brazen Monster,
or sad sculptural solecism, the emblem of far
sadder moral ones and exhort them, three
successive times, to make warming-pans of it and
repent; - or failing that, finding them obstinate, to
say with authority

Well then, persist; set up your Brazen Calf, ye
misguided citizens, and worship it, you, since you
will and can. But observe, let it be done in secret:
not in public; we say, in secret, at your peril! You
have pleased to create a new Monster into this
world; but to make him patent to public view, we
for our part beg not to please. Observe, therefore.
Build a high enough brick case or joss-house for
your Brazen calf; with undiaphanous walls, and
lighted by sky-windows only: put your Monster
into that, and keep him there. Thither go at your
pleasure, there assemble yourselves, and worship
your bellyful, you absurd idolaters; ruin your own
souls only. and leave the poor Population alone;
the poor speechless unconscious Population whom
we are bound to protect, and will!
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man is dark and reduced to the condition of a
beaver, has been omitted by you? You have
omitted it, and you should have included it! The
thinking editor never missed it, so busy
wondering and worshiping elsewhere; but it is not
here.

And alas, apart from editors, are there not men
appointed specially keep you in mind of it;
solemnly set apart for that object, thousands of
years ago! Crabbe, descanting "on the so-called
Christian Clerus, has this wild passage:

Legions of them, in their black or other gowns, I
still meet in every country; masquerading, in
strange costume of body, and still stranger of
soul; mumming, primming, grimacing, - poor
devils, shamming, and endeavouring not to sham:
that is the sad fact. Brave men many of them,
after their sort; and in a position which we may,
admit to be wonderful and dreadful! On the
outside of their heads some singular head gear,
tulip-mitre, felt coalscuttle, purple hat; and in the
inside, - I must say, such a Theory of God
Almighty's Universe as I, for my share, am right
thankful to have no concern with at all! I think, on
the whole, as broken-winged, self-strangled,
monstrous a mass of incoherent incredibilities, as
ever dwelt in the human brain before. O God,
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