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Hyde Park

Tony White
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Threats of suicide.

I'm sorry, I've started forgetting my own
language. That was a difficult question. I don't
know if I can tell you much you don't already
know.

If I have trouble speaking can you ask me the
question again?

I never did get to finish the story. There was a
rebellion. Not in the book, in real life. I'd just
been transferred from the 10th Sabotage
Detachment to the Gendarmerie. A lot of us were.
There had been a lot of new laws mainly to do
with public order issues at that 'time of crisis'. Of
course there was a big demonstration against all
of this, and people gathered in the park. It's the
same everywhere I think. You have your Hyde
Park and your Bois de Boulogne. Every city has
these great open spaces where armies can be
mobilised to defend them. Normally these are just
places of leisure any military presence would just
be decorative. You'd go there to pick up a girl or
to promenade. And High Society would go there,
to see and be seen. It's the same everywhere, I
think.
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whisper that he was disguised as a protestor.
Something about wanting to get closer to his
people and hear their grievances for himself. This
was clever, obviously. To turn the crowd against
itself. To break it up in that way so they forget
who the enemy is and make life easier for us.

It wasn't us. We didn't start the rumour and nor
did we act upon it. Even if certain revisionists
have started suggesting that we have blood on
our hands. We were spectators at best. And none
of this was anywhere near where I was standing,
so I didn't really see it with my own eyes while it
was happening, I just heard about it. And then
later I had to help clear up the mess. But listen,
when you have that atmosphere of suspicion the
most ridiculous thing can seem believable, and
people started turning to their neighbour and
looking at them with a new eye everyone thinking
they'd found the President. And by that time
people were angry, and frustrated. Then... Well,
you know what happened.

We didn't see the real President much after that.
Not in the way that we used to before. They say it
shook him up really badly, and I can believe it. He
was only human.
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