The contemporary culture surrounding the classic
air cooled Volkswagen distances itself from the

discomfort of this history. Similarly, Kitchener

Waterloo has a diluted relationship with its history

as the Town of Berlin and the identity crisis during

the first World War.

This complicated relationship is one of many rich
cultural tapestries which help make up Kitchener
Waterloo. Be it at Octoberfest celebrations or the
KW Bug Out, a German heritage survives in this

region.

KW Bug Out
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A great gathering of well-loved and well-shined
Bugs, Ghias, Things and Busses occurs each
summer at the Optimists Club grounds. It has
been organized by the Kitchener Waterloo Area
Bug Club since 1981 and continues to grow in
interest.
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The culture of people which surrounds VW
air-cooled classic cars and vans is a particularly
dedicated crowd. In these festival circumstances,
the iconic symbol of the VW emblem suggests
belonging and community.
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The Bug Out relates well to the regional
relationship with Germany. Kitchener Waterloo
retains a connection to a Germanic heritage even
though its name was changed from Berlin during
the political climate of World War 1.
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