22496 accepted a university staff card with a
photograph of me on it as ID; although I
suspected it would have pleased him to arrest me
for not possessing a non-existent UK ID card.
When I was asked what I worked as, I said
novelist because while true it was not quite
identical with the work for which I'd shown a staff
card. Warrant no. 22496 wrote down a description
of me and this included the detail I was wearing
black boots, although I was actually wearing black
shoes, which made me further wonder what the
real point of all the 'counter terrorist' activity that
goes on in London is when mundane details like
this aren't correctly recorded by the old bill. No.
22496 also noted my SDE Code, this is self
defined ethnicity (according to the Mets "what
ethnic group you say your origins are from"),
although since this was done without me actually
being consulted I somehow doubt that it went
down as "Afro-Celtic"; the detail was entered with
the code W1. This functions as another example
of how in reality I was just being hassled and the
activity had nothing whatsoever to do with so
called 'counter terrorism’.

"Next No. 22496 got onto a question which
reminded me of how I was endlessly harassed by
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MySpace divide their user profiles into different
sections: a main profile with self description,
pictures, videos, music and comments; a blog
whose most recent headlines if any are displayed
on the profile page; and finally a section for
uploaded photographs. I exploited all these
features but decided to focus on blogging, despite
finding the MySpace blog culture extremely
competitive and bitchy at its top end. There was a
core group desperate to ride high in the MySpace
blog charts. Because the charts were compiled on
the basis of daily hits, bloggers in the USA were
getting up in the middle of the night to post
immediately after each 24 hour counting switch
over, thereby ensuring they maximised the hits
they got on the first day each new blog was up.
Being based in Europe I could roll out of bed at
my usual time and get a blog up at the beginning
of the MySpace day. Titles of blogs were and are
important, most people wanted to read about sex
and blogs that categorised themselves as being
about 'romance and relationships' tended to get
the most hits. The overwhelming majority of the
blogs weren't in the least bit interesting; reading
about busts-ups between top bloggers who'd also
become lovers just wasn't my bag. That said
micro-worlds tend to develop around successful
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have a premium paid subscription; these sites
have virtually no female members, and they are
unlikely to do much for the thousands of
heterosexual males who take out subscriptions to
them. Over the past few years MySpace has
cracked down on such spam merchants because
they cut into the operation's revenue base by
making users distrustful of all advertisers. That
said, I found it fun replying to spam comments.

Back on MySpace I couldn't resist responding to
the bot girls who left me and millions of others
messages along the lines of "How was your
weekend?" One of my standard replies to this
was: "Hey my weekend was great. I managed to
sneak one of the unidentified bodies out of the
hospital morgue. I've named this stiff Marie and 1
took her for a date. Thus did midnight find the
two of us - I and my Marie - enjoying an intimate
candle-lit tete-a-tete at Shoop's, a local
roadhouse on the far edge of town. Romance was
in the air, and Marie, whose only fault as a dinner
companion was a tendency to keep slipping
sideways out of the booth, had never looked
lovelier. I had about decided to order the fish
cakes and had climbed on top of the table, the
better to urge Marie to try the
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the Pussycat Dolls, never mind the political
agenda!... I boycott an awful lot - companies who
test on animals, use sweat shops, fund the Bush
administration, etc., and tend to act upon my
beliefs that the consumer should vote with their
wallet. But having one's voice heard is also
important, which is why I also try to make clear
precisely why I avoid certain brands and so on.
MySpace is a very good platform for getting my
views read. BUT - and here's the problem -
expressing dissent on MySpace seems to be
becoming increasingly difficult and the platform
appears to be becoming more adept at silencing
the dissenters, one way or another...' Other
comments pointed out the commercial benefits to
MySpace of allying themselves with soldiers:
"When push comes to shove, a mass-market
phenomenon like MySpace is going to go for
Apple Pie and Motherhood every time."

I didn't and don't feel I need Myspace to get my
voice heard. I went into MySpace as a virtual
environment with the intention of understanding
it and proving that I understood it by operating
successfully within it. I did that, then I got off the
platform. When I'd finished with MySpace I felt
like I wanted a break from blogging. When I
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some anonymous hot stock business advice, and I
started making a bit of money and got a flat to
rent, then I bought Viagra on the net and that
solved my relationship problems and as I got into
doing more business on the web I found I was
making a lot of money and I bought a house in
London and then a holiday home in Spain and
some really nice cars. Now I've got maids and a
successful marriage too (although most nights
these days I stay our late snorting cocaine and
having sex with high class hookers - in fact I'm
getting a blow job right now from a pre-op
transsexual and I'm using my Palm mini computer
to write you this message). So I can really
recommend these business techniques you're
offering people. But what your friends need even
more than these techniques are the unsecured
loans I can arrange for them because they can't
start a successful internet business without proper
financial back up. People are conned into thinking
they can build up one of these operations without
the financial wherewithal but that just isn't true,
because all the most successful businesses on the
net are properly capitalised..."

I tended not to bother responding to spam
messages that ran along the lines of "Hey check
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feature in February 2008 they made mine the first
profile they endorsed through it. I knew from
other sources that MySpace had been tracking my
activities for some time, since the hits I was
getting had attracted the attention of their data
analysts. I got the impression they hadn't looked
at the actual content of the blogs too closely. In
some ways I found this odd because the key to
creating a good blog is content. It was where a lot
of people fell down in their online activities.
Bloggers often appeared unable to move beyond
trivia to broader concerns, and many postings
were badly written to boot; a little bit of rewriting
could have massively improved many of them.

Initially I'd wanted to pipe people off MySpace
and onto my own website
(<www.stewarthomesociety.org>), but it quickly
became apparent this wasn't going to happen in
any big way. I wasn't doing badly on MySpace but
the contradictions of working in a web
environment controlled by media mogul Rupert
Murdoch eventually became too much for me.
Increasingly I found comments and other material
deleted from my pages presumably because it
was deemed offensive, and some of my friends
had whole accounts deleted. Then early on 7
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100 people to look at the same blog 10 times in a
day than it was to get 1000 different people to
look at it. So when someone commented on the
blog I'd comment back, then they'd come back to
see what I'd said; by such means I was building a
following as much for the comments as for the
actual blogs (in effect the comments section of
my blogs became a chat room, people
commenting started talking to each other as well
as to me). This was hard work, since it meant
continually interrupting other work I was doing to
log on to MySpace, but it was effective, for a
while I was ending up with ten or so pages of
comments on each blog, or about 250 comments
from other MySpace users and 250 replies that I
left. Naturally my replies weren't always detailed;
I developed catch phrases such as 'toot toot' to
deal quickly with much of what was left by way of
response to my blogs.

Some of my standard replies to comments were a
little more involved than a catch phrase such as
"beep beep", since the cut and paste function on
computers means that I never need to be short of
scores of reusable lines. Being Mister Trippy my
off the peg responses included: "Wow I'm really
stoned... really tripping... out of... I've gone
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being escorted away. Anyway, next thing I know
it's daytime and I wake up fully clothed (but
minus jacket and shoes) in some private hospital
way out in the sticks in bloody Chichester (WTF?
That's 40 miles away from Crawley police station,
where I was first taken to!), like when The
Prisoner wakes up in The Village for the first time
or something! Really fucking weird experience,
particularly as the place seemed empty at first. I
find an unattended reception desk, start shouting
"Hello?" to no response for what seemed like
bloody ages until eventually someone in charge
turns up. I'm then told that I had 'tried to scale a
fence at Gatwick airport itself'! (which I was
absolutely nowhere near, incidentally.) Fucking
ludicrous allegation, not only was I not anywhere
near any fences, I was INSIDE a bloody train
station, but seeing as I'm arthritic in both knees
(and just about manage to walk unaided), I
wouldn't even ATTEMPT to climb any sodding
fence, anyway! In any case, I was asking people
at the train station how I could get HOME, so
WHY the fuck would I have tried to do THAT?

"Anyway, after much pleading from me for the
cops to try and prove this complete and utter
bullshit, there wasn't any CCTV footage of this
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parodied the very popular list blogs format,
throwing some political and theoretical content in
with the comedy. One of my reworkings of a
formula blog list was the following; and I liked it
so much I posted it twice, once in Spring 2007
and again a year later on 17 February 2008:

"10 Down & Dirty Sexually Perverted Things
About Me

"1. Although I am the illegitimate son of US
president John F. Kennedy, I think his cold war
policies sucked and he was a war-mongering jerk.
On my paternity, please note this is not the kind
of joke comment you often get in these "lists", my
mother was part of the Keeler set of British
women with whom Kennedy enjoyed sexual
congress and the Prez visited London 9 months
before I was born - that said JFK wouldn't face up
to his responsibilities so the space for my father's
name on my birth certificate is blank (but this
doesn't mean that my passion for communism is
some kind of Oedipal rebellion).

"2. I have never felt the maternal need to have
children because I am a "bloke". I do have an
illegitimate daughter called Britney Spears,
compare how the two of us look and you'll clock
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and everyone still calls The Warwick has had the 91358D) MDIMIBA 943 Sem jeym Ajjenioe ybnoyye
name shortened to The Castle and turned into ‘06 p|noo 1 p|o3 sem pue IMmJep ayl,, ples
some sort of gastro nightmare in an as yet pue Bulob Sem I aJaym payse uay) Sem I "Wayy o)
unsuccessful attempt to clear out the deadbeats snopidsns paseadde uoIjelS 9GN] SA0ID) 9304qpET
who congregate there. While the change of decor 0 1IN0 Bupjiem aw Aym 23s Ajjead ,upip I
and shortening of the name hasn't got rid of us os ‘a01j0d |220] Y3 AQ SnoIdsNs paJapISuod usaq
yet, I'm sure the price increases will... or police j3,upey uo sjybi ay3 pue uado 3ISpaq Jay 03 J0op
harassment. Come to think of it next time I 3U3 YIIM paq Jay uo peap pue paxeu punoy buiaq
arrange to meet anyone in a pub I think I'll go to Jayjow Aw jeyy 3no pajuiod osje T *(paddois sem
a Weatherspoons on the other side of town.... I 9J9UM DA0.ID 330JGPET 440 UNJ YdIYM JO U30q)
After all at 227 Westbourne Park Road opposite suspJen abpliquie) Ul palp pey pue uJoq sem
The Warwick is an equally notorious tourist I usym peoy 139sseg AgJeau ul paAl| pey Jayjow
attraction, the site of the "Blue Door" in the film Aw jeyy pue 31 yum suondsuuod buipuels buo| pey
"Notting Hill" that led to the former residence of I ples [ eale ay3 ul sem [ Aym payse buiaq ug,
the director Richard Curtis. In one of the film's
endless low moments Hugh Grant's Welsh iBuiyjou 03 Jasopd 6unieb
flatmate appears there in his underpants. The AJJUBISUOD SJoM am AeMm By ul uelebaH jsow|e
actual door was shipped to Devon in 2000 after Sem ] **"auou s|ieap aAIb ‘auou uodesm SAISUSLO
being sold at Christie's for 5000. Likewise, the old ‘suou pazias/palanodad Aladoad ‘auou pasned
bill stopping me on my way to The Warwick under Aanful ‘suou pasned abewep - UoIss A, a3
the guise of 'preventing terrorism' is clearly uey] JOYIBJ U, BY] UO PIDJId 919M Ul Pl 96+2C
complete and utter bollocks just like the Richard "*ON WJ0) 343 U0 Suol3das abaeyd jeulwiid piepuels
Curtis movie "Notting Hill"." 33 ||e pue pa3sadle 3,usem [ 9dUlS 3034400
AJJUSPIAS SEM T ,"MOU 3|qNnoJ] Ul Jou W, ¢34043q
This drew from Mark - a bloke in his mid-forties ueaw noA op 1eypn, :bupjse Ag uonenw.o)
from south London who generally responded to siyy pauanb 1 ,¢24059q ao1j0d Byl YIM 3|gno.]
my blogs with witty one-liners the following story: Ul US3q J9AD NOA aABH, :426eU33) B SEe [|Iq PO aU}

However, most of all I like to squeak like a bat
because I think it will entice my friend Kelly to
contact me.

Buiysaiaiul 3no madp sbojq |eaiijod A|snoiAqo aJow
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93 ueyy snolas atow 3126 pip pue pinod sbojq A

"8. I don't wear make-up very often. However,
when I do, I go for eye liner, eye shadow, . (1'eq 000°00T U0 Apoisnd
powders and lip gloss. I enjoy looking nice. Ul sulewad ay aJaym) uoieis aoijod |eJjua) pug
1S9 2y3 ul pajiel sem pue juswJdabuepua ssapoad
pue Jajybnejsuew AiejunjoAul yyim Aepiaisai
pabJeyd sem aH ,'sieaA g 3noge .04 abepuoq
2Wa11Xd JO S9dA] 19yl0 pue Xas »D20ys 213099 Ul
buibebus usaaq, pey a|dnod ayj jey] sioyebiysanul
p|03 swoH -buiyiealq paddois ay usym

"9. I never lie and would instead find interesting
ways to "bend" the truth if this became
necessary; but since the notion of "truth" is
socially constructed and isn't "out there", it can't
be "found" and therefore I don't need to adjust it.

"10. I hate lists and refuse to compile them." 666 Pa||ed peajsul g ‘|eydsoy ay3 03 buiab Joy

uonjededald ul wiy passalp usayi aH *sholpsuodun
I also wrote fictional pieces about myself and sem ay pazijeal Apdinb 3ng ‘Buol sem puaiijAoq
some of the regulars who contributed comments siy 1ybnouyy Ajjeniul swoH ,'adey siy 03 uo
to my blog. In doing this I often adopted J9AO0 |34, ‘Ot ‘I9BUDIIW Yo0ys 3se| ay3 Jayy "s3jol
postmodern literary techniques, by for example ay3 bunp ynow s,y JaA0 adej 214309]9 Jo 2091d
taking newspaper stories and adapting names and e paoe|d pey ay 1eyj bBuippe ‘sawi] 210w |eIaA3S
other details to make them about me and my 3 payo0ys pue diis 21439312 3yl dn payoid usyy
readers. For example: "A kinky sex escapade SWOH "J|l9swiy paxdoys pue ‘sdi> ay) payoene
ended this week with the electrocution death of a ‘say3o)d siy panowa. (uopuo) Aingswoolg ul
Belfast man and the arrest of his boyfriend for wiy BunIsIA sem oym [aeydiiy ‘ples awoH ‘buiusns
manslaughter. According to cops, Stewart Home, Aepsan] uQ ‘wiy s3}o0ys pue ,dis J14323|9 ue
45, first claimed that his boyfriend Michael K was 03jul p40d ay3 sbnid, pue sa|ddiu s,pualiyjAog siy 03
shocked by his hair dryer. But he then admitted sdi2 s)ooy ay eyl pauie|dxa usayl sWoH "JAeplye

that the couple was 'into weird sexual asned s|geqo.d e 03 bulpJodoe ,‘sinoiaeyaq




