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Since my initial visit in 1990 I have had the
privilage to return to Ivavavik National Park
several times, in different capacities: as a guide,
as an artist and on personal trips. With each visit
I try to see this area with new eyes. This means
exploring a different aspect of the environment,
walking new terrain and remaining childlike, open.
As a result, I can revel in widening my sense of
what is familiar when noticing things I hadnt seen
before. Learning to know a place over time is so
much like building a long term friendship.

You can't take anything for granted, and you have
to pay attention.
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Today, however, the delicate yellow poppies wave
in the breeze and tiny clumps of delicate moss
campion, forget-me-nots and hawksbeard spring
up in the talus slopes. Saxifrage, the tiny rock
breakers cling to the most miniscule bits of soil
between rock cracks. This species of plants is my
favorite, tenacious, spiny and characteristic of
high alpine and arctic environments.
Kinnickinnick, all three species, exist here as well.

éXnpy ul Apuejsuod
si 1eyy 2oe|d e e buiiels dois JaAa noA ue)

*2oe|d syl Bupjew ojul Juam jeyy ssasoad

pue AJ03lsly JO 9SUds 3|qIpaJloul ay3 siysajiuew
sadeys uJom Jayieam pue sanojod [93sed jo abued
9yl "u1b e s AMs Apnojd e 1eyj SI Uo JUNOD sAem|e
ued I HBuiyl suo ayj Ing JuaIDHIP SI JIayjeam

9y3 Aep yoe3 'sauoqg Aw ojul bul3es 1 1994

ued I pue aw JaA0 saysem Jnapuedb pue 31ainb ayy

‘uiebe je}) sawo0d9q

‘uoniulyop saso| adedspue| ayj pue auob si Jybi|
2y3 Ajusppns “apuelb pue oijuewod ‘adedspue|
youpial4 Jedse) e 99s I se yieaaq Aw yojed I pue
A24b 3ybi| 3suiebe aulabpll Slep e syybiybly 3ybi)
Jo yeaJls y ‘adedspue| e jo 9339|ed buibueyd siy3
ul sAgjjeA ajdiund juaniwaalul Aq paxuely Jeaddesip
pue aeadde a4yd0 pue 1snJ JoO syeaJdls "Ag||eA

3y3 ssoJdoe smopeys dieweldp buizeald pesylano
9AOW SpNoJd MJep yoyem I yosad Aw woud
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Following my skyline foray I am pulled towards
the Firth River canyon. The churning rapids rise
and fall as I watch from the cliffs above,
assessing eddylines and strategies for navigating
the river. As a rafting guide I have scouted these
rapids many times with the anticipation of a river
run ahead. Wearing my artists cap I am content
to indulge in the dallience of how I would run it
this time for a few moments and then turn to the
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