The Button
Doll

Community Story Telling Project
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What the Dundas Museum and Archives knows
about the button doll.

This doll was created by a woman named Emma
Lewis, who lived in Hamilton. Between the years
1929 and 1932, she sewed more than 2,060
buttons on her creation. The doll's head is made
from papier mache. Her dress is cotton green and
white gingham, and is the style commonly found
on dolls from the late 1900s. The doll is about 23
in ches tall, and is mounted on a wooden
stool-like stand.

Mrs. Lewis was the mother of sprinter and
Olympic bronze medalist Ray Lewis. "Rapid Ray,"
as he was nicknamed, worked for the Canadian
Pacifici Railway as a porter during the Great
Depression, and was known to frequently run
along the railway tracks during stopovers on the
Canadian Prairies. If you look carefully at the
button doll, you can see a few of Lewis' porter
uniform buttons, marked Pullman or C.P. R.

A recent visitor to the museum was pleasantly
surprised when she saw her grandmothers button
doll in the museum. She told us that she had
never been allowed to touch the doll, and that it
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Why do you think someone would have made this
doll?
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What have you seen before that this reminds you
of?




