15. All who from the time of king Henry our
grandfather up to our first coronation have been
outlawed for a forest offence only shall be
released from their outlawry without legal
proceedings and shall find reliable pledges that
they will not do wrong to us in the future in
respect of our forest.

16. No castellan or other person may hold forest
pleas either of the vert or the venison but each
forester-in-fee shall attach forest pleas of both
the vert and the venison and present them to the
verderers of the districts and when they have
been enrolled and closed under the seals of the
verderers they shall be presented to the head
forester when he arrives in those parts to hold
forest pleas and be determined before him.

17. These liberties concerning the forests we have
granted to everybody, saving to archbishops,
bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, knights,
and other persons, ecclesiastical and secular,
Templars and Hospitallers, the liberties and free
customs, in forests and outside, in warrens and
other things, which they had previously. All these
aforesaid customs and liberties which we have
granted to be observed in our kingdom as far as it
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King Henry III
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forest, it shall remain forest, saving common of
pasture and other things in that forest to those
who were accustomed to have them previously.

2. Men who live outside the forest need not
henceforth come before our justices of the forest
upon a general summons, unless they are
impleaded or are sureties for any person or
persons who are attached for forest offences.

3. All woods made forest by king Richard our
uncle, or by king John our father, up to the time
of our first coronation shall be immediately
disafforested unless it be our demesne wood.

4. Archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls,
barons, knights and freeholders who have woods
within forests shall have them as they had them
at the time of the first coronation of the aforesaid
king Henry our grandfather, so that they shall be
quit forever in respect of all purprestures, wastes
and assarts made in those woods between that
time and the beginning of the second year of our
coronation. And those who in future make waste,
purpresture or assart in them without licence
from us shall answer for wastes, purprestures and
assarts.
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them reasonably sufficient for keeping them.

8. No swanimote shall henceforth be held in our
kingdom except three times a year, namely a
fortnight before the feast of St Michael, when the
agisters meet to agist our demesne woods, and
about the feast of St Martin, when our agisters
ought to receive our pannage-dues; and at these
two swanimotes foresters, verderers and agisters
shall appear but no one else shall be compelled to
do so; and the third swanimote shall be held a
fortnight before the feast of St John the Baptist
for the fawning of our beasts, and for holding this
swanimote foresters and verderers shall come but
no others shall be compelled to do so. And in
addition every forty days throughout the year the
verderers and foresters shall meet to view
attachments of the forest both of the vert and of
the venison on the presentment of those foresters
and with the attached present. The aforesaid
swanimotes however shall only be held in
counties in which they were wont to be held.

9. Every free man shall agist his wood in the
forest as he wishes and have his pannage. We
grant also that every free man can conduct his
pigs through our demesne wood freely and
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