above all things, the free exercise of religion,
according to the dictates of conscience; with such
other matter as is necessary for a charter to
contain. Immediately after which, the said
Conference to dissolve, and the bodies which shall
be chosen comformable to the said charter, to be
the legislators and governors of this continent for
the time being: Whose peace and happiness may
God preserve, Amen.

Should any body of men be hereafter delegated
for this or some similar purpose, I offer them the
following extracts from that wise observer on
governments DRAGONETTI. "The science" says he
"of the politician consists in fixing the true point
of happiness and freedom. Those men would
deserve the gratitude of ages, who should
discover a mode of government that contained
the greatest sum of individual happiness, with the
least national expense." [Dragonetti on virtue and
rewards]

But where, says some, is the King of America? I'll
tell you. Friend, he reigns above, and doth not
make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of
Britain. Yet that we may not appear to be
defective even in earthly honors, let a day be
solemnly set apart for proclaiming the charter; let
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the event could not be far off. Wherefore, on the
breaking out of hostilities, it was not worth while
to have disputed a matter, which time would have
finally redressed, unless we meant to be in
earnest; otherwise, it is like wasting an estate on
a suit at law, to regulate the trespasses of a
tenant, whose lease is just expiring. No man was
a warmer wisher for reconciliation than myself,
before the fatal nineteenth of April 1775, but the
moment the event of that day was made known, I
rejected the hardened, sullen tempered Pharaoh
of England for ever; and disdain the wretch, that
with the pretended title of FATHER OF HIS
PEOPLE can unfeelingly hear of their slaughter,
and composedly sleep with their blood upon his
soul.

But admitting that matters were now made up,
what would be the event? I answer, the ruin of
the continent. And that for several reasons.

FIRST. The powers of governing still remaining in
the hands of the king, he will have a negative
over the whole legislation of this continent. And
as he hath shewn himself such an inveterate
enemy to liberty, and discovered such a thirst for
arbitrary power; is he, or is he not, a proper man
to say to these colonies, "YOU SHALL MAKE NO
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But the king you will say has a negative in
England; the people there can make no laws
without his consent. In point of right and good
order, there is something very ridiculous, that a
youth of twenty-one (which hath often happened)
shall say to several millions of people, older and
wiser than himself, I forbid this or that act of
yours to be law. But in this place I decline this
sort of reply, though I will never cease to expose
the absurdity of it, and only answer, that England
being the King's residence, and America not so,
makes quite another case. The king's negative
HERE is ten times more dangerous and fatal than
it can be in England, for THERE he will scarcely
refuse his consent to a bill for putting England
into as strong a state of defense as possible, and
in America he would never suffer such a bill to be
passed.

America is only a secondary object in the system
of British politics, England consults the good of
THIS country, no farther than it answers her OWN
purpose. Wherefore, her own interest leads her to
suppress the growth of OURS in every case which
doth not promote her advantage, or in the least
interferes with it. A pretty state we should soon
be in under such a secondhand government,
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O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not
only the tyranny, but the tyrant, stand forth!
Every spot of the old world is overrun with
oppression. Freedom hath been hunted round the
globe. Asia, and Africa, have long expelled her -
Europe regards her like a stranger, and England
hath given her warning to depart. O! receive the
fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum for
mankind.
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But the most powerful of all arguments, is, that
nothing but independence, i.e. a continental form
of government, can keep the peace of the
continent and preserve it inviolate from civil wars.
I dread the event of a reconciliation with Britain
now, as it is more than probable, that it will be
followed by a revolt somewhere or other, the
consequences of which may be far more fatal
than all the malice of Britain.

Thousands are already ruined by British barbarity;
(thousands more will probably suffer the same
fate.) Those men have other feelings than us who
have nothing suffered. All they NOW possess is
liberty, what they before enjoyed is sacrificed to
its service, and having nothing more to lose, they
disdain submission. Besides, the general temper
of the colonies, towards a British government, will
be like that of a youth, who is nearly out of his
time; they will care very little about her. And a
government which cannot preserve the peace, is
no government at all, and in that case we pay our
money for nothing; and pray what is it that
Britain can do, whose power will be wholly on
paper, should a civil tumult break out the very
day after reconciliation! I have heard some men
say, many of whom I believe spoke without
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discontented, and by assuming to themselves the
powers of government, may sweep away the
liberties of the continent like a deluge. Should the
government of America return again into the
hands of Britain, the tottering situation of things
will be a temptation for some desperate
adventurer to try his fortune; and in such a case,
that relief can Britain give? Ere she could hear the
news, the fatal business might be done; and
ourselves suffering like the wretched Britons
under the oppression of the Conqueror. Ye that
oppose independence now, ye know not what ye
do; ye are opening a door to eternal tyranny, by
keeping vacant the seat of government. There are
thousands, and tens of thousands, who would
think it glorious to expel from the continent that
barbarous and hellish power, which hath stirred
up the Indians and Negroes to destroy us; the
cruelty hath a double guilt, it is dealing brutally
by us, and treacherously by them.

To talk of friendship with those in whom our
reason forbids us to have faith, and our affections
wounded through a thousand pores instruct us to
detest, is madness and folly. Every day wears out
the little remains of kindred between us and
them, and can there be any reason to hope, that
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to enterprising ruffians at HOME; and that degree
of pride and insolence ever attendant on regal
authority, swells into a rupture with foreign
powers, in instances, where a republican
government, by being formed on more natural
principles, would negotiate the mistake.

If there is any true cause of fear respecting
independence, it is because no plan is yet laid
down. Men do not see their way out - Wherefore,
as an opening into that business, I offer the
following hints; at the same time modestly
affirming, that I have no other opinion of them
myself, than that they may be the means of
giving rise to something better. Could the
straggling thoughts of individuals be collected,
they would frequently form materials for wise and
able men to improve into useful matter.

LET the assemblies be annual, with a President
only. The representation more equal. Their
business wholly domestic, and subject to the
authority of a Continental Congress.

Let each colony be divided into six, eight, or ten,
convenient districts, each district to send a proper
number of delegates to Congress, so that each
colony send at least thirty. The whole number in
Congress will be at least 390. Each Congress to
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