to treat with Britain; for there is reason to
conclude, that the pride of that court, will be less
hurt by treating with the American states for
terms of peace, than with those, whom she
denominates, "rebellious subjects," for terms of
accommodation. It is our delaying it that
encourages her to hope for conquest, and our
backwardness tends only to prolong the war. As
we have, without any good effect therefrom,
withheld our trade to obtain a redress of our
grievances, let us now try the alternative, by
independantly redressing them ourselves, and
then offering to open the trade. The mercantile
and reasonable part in England, will be still with
us; because, peace with trade, is preferable to
war without it. And if this offer be not accepted,
other courts may be applied to.

On these grounds I rest the matter. And as no
offer hath yet been made to refute the doctrine
contained in the former editions of this pamphlet,
it is a negative proof, that either the doctrine
cannot be refuted, or, that the party in favour of
it are too numerous to be opposed. WHEREFORE,
instead of gazing at each other with suspicious or
doubtful curiosity; let each of us, hold out to his
neighbour the hearty hand of friendship, and

Common Sense
- Appendix

Thomas Paine
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existence of mankind; and is a formal and
pompous method of offering up human sacrifices
to the pride of tyrants. But this general massacre
of mankind. is one of the privileges, and the
certain consequence of Kings; for as nature
knows them NOT, they know NOT HER, and
although they are beings of our OWN creating,
they know not US, and are become the gods of
their creators. The Speech hath one good quality,
which is, that it is not calculated to deceive,
neither can we, even if we would, be deceived by
it. Brutality and tyranny appear on the face of it.
It leaves us at no loss: And every line convinces,
even in the moment of reading, that He, who
hunts the woods for prey, the naked and
untutored Indian, is less a Savage than the King
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party; for ye are not to be considered as the
whole body of the Quakers but only as a factional
and fractional part thereof.

Here ends the examination of your testimony;
(which I call upon no man to abhor, as ye have
done, but only to read and judge of fairly;) to
which I subjoin the following remark; "That the
setting up and putting down of kings," most
certainly mean, the making him a king, who is yet
not so, and the making him no king who is
already one. And pray what hath this to do in the
present case? We neither mean to set up nor to
pull down, neither to make nor to unmake, but to
have nothing to do with them. Wherefore, your
testimony in whatever light it is viewed serves
only to dishonor your judgement, and for many
other reasons had better have been let alone than
published.

First, Because it tends to the decrease and
reproach of all religion whatever, and is of the
utmost danger to society to make it a party in
political disputes.

Secondly, Because it exhibits a body of men,
numbers of whom disavow the publishing political
testimonies, as being concerned therein and
approvers thereof.
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constitutional spirit of insolence and cruelty,
procured for himself an universal hatred. It is
NOW the interest of America to provide for
herself. She hath already a large and young
family, whom it is more her duty to take care of,
than to be granting away her property, to support
a power who is become a reproach to the names
of men and christians - YE, whose office it is to
watch over the morals of a nation, of whatsoever
sect or denomination ye are of, as well as ye,
who, are more immediately the guardians of the
public liberty, if ye wish to preserve your native
country uncontaminated by European corruption,
ye must in secret wish a separation - But leaving
the moral part to private reflection, I shall chiefly
confine my farther remarks to the following
heads.

First. That it is the interest of America to be
separated from Britain.

Secondly. Which is the easiest and most
practicable plan, RECONCILIATION OR
INDEPENDANCE? With some occasional remarks.

In support of the first, I could, if I judged it
proper, produce the opinion of some of the ablest
and most experienced men on this continent; and
whose sentiments, on that head, are not yet
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what ye believe.

The principles of Quakerism have a direct
tendency to make a man the quiet and inoffensive
subject of any, and every government WHICH IS
SET OVER HIM. And if the setting up and putting
down of kings and governments is God's peculiar
prerogative, he most certainly will not be robbed
thereof by us: wherefore, the principle itself leads
you to approve of every thing, which ever
happened, or may happen to kings as being his
work. OLIVER CROMWELL thanks you. CHARLES,
then, died not by the hands of man; and should
the present Proud Imitator of him, come to the
same untimely end, the writers and publishers of
the Testimony, are bound, by the doctrine it
contains, to applaud the fact. Kings are not taken
away by miracles, neither are changes in
governments brought about by any other means
than such as are common and human; and such
as we are now using. Even the dispersion of the
Jews, though foretold by our Saviour, was
effected by arms. Wherefore, as ye refuse to be
the means on one side, ye ought not to be
meddlers on the other; but to wait the issue in
silence; and unless ye can produce divine
authority, to prove, that the Almighty who hath
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First. Because it will come to that one time or
other.

Secondly. Because, the longer it is delayed the
harder

it will be to accomplish.

I have frequently amused myself both in public
and private companies, with silently remarking,
the specious errors of those who speak without
reflecting. And among the many which I have
heard, the following seems the most general, viz.
that had this rupture happened forty or fifty years
hence, instead of NOW, the Continent would have
been more able to have shaken off the
dependance. To which I reply, that our military
ability, AT THIS TIME, arises from the experience
gained in the last war, and which in forty or fifty
years time, would have been totally extinct. The
Continent, would not, by that time, have had a
General, or even a military officer left; and we, or
those who may succeed us, would have been as
ignorant of martial matters as the ancient
Indians: And this single position, closely attended
to, will unanswerably prove, that the present time
is preferable to all others. The argument turns
thus - at the conclusion of the last war, we had
experience, but wanted numbers; and forty or
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to be and are NOT Quakers.

Alas! it seems by the particular tendency of some
part of your testimony, and other parts of your
conduct, as if, all sin was reduced to, and
comprehended in, THE ACT OF BEARING ARMS,
and that by the people only. Ye appear to us, to
have mistaken party for conscience; because, the
general tenor of your actions wants uniformity -
And it is exceedingly difficult to us to give credit
to many of your pretended scruples; because, we
see them made by the same men, who, in the
very instant that they are exclaiming against the
mammon of this world, are nevertheless, hunting
after it with a step as steady as Time, and an
appetite as keen as Death.

The quotation which ye have made from
Proverbs, in the third page of your testimony,
that, "when a man's ways please the Lord, he
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with
him"; is very unwisely chosen on your part;
because, it amounts to a proof, that the king's
ways (whom ye are desirous of supporting) do
NOT please the Lord, otherwise, his reign would
be in peace.

I now proceed to the latter part of your
testimony, and that, for which all the foregoing
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quit-rent reserved thereon, will always lessen,
and in time, will wholly support the yearly
expence of government. It matters not how long
the debt is in paying, so that the lands when sold
be applied to the discharge of it, and for the
execution of which, the Congress for the time
being, will be the continental trustees.

I proceed now to the second head, viz. Which is
the easiest and most practicable plan,
RECONCILIATION or INDEPENDANCE; With some
occasional remarks.

He who takes nature for his guide is not easily
beaten out of his argument, and on that ground, I
answer GENERALLY - THAT INDEPENDANCE
BEING A SINGLE SIMPLE LINE, CONTAINED
WITHIN OURSELVES; AND RECONCILIATION, A
MATTER EXCEEDINGLY PERPLEXED AND
COMPLICATED, AND IN WHICH, A TREACHEROUS
CAPRICIOUS COURT IS TO INTERFERE, GIVES
THE ANSWER WITHOUT A DOUBT.

The present state of America is truly alarming to
every man who is capable of reflexion. Without
law, without government, without any other mode
of power than what is founded on, and granted by
courtesy. Held together by an unexampled
concurrence of sentiment, which, is nevertheless
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one, and apply the sword, in the very case, where
you have before now, applied the halter - Perhaps
we feel for the ruined and insulted sufferers in all
and every part of the continent, with a degree of
tenderness which hath not yet made its way into
some of your bosoms. But be ye sure that ye
mistake not the cause and ground of your
Testimony. Call not coldness of soul, religion; nor
put the BIGOT in the place of the CHRISTIAN.

O ye partial ministers of your own acknowledged
principles. If the bearing arms be sinful, the first
going to war must be more so, by all the
difference between wilful attack, and unavoidable
defence. Wherefore, if ye really preach from
conscience, and mean not to make a political
hobbyhorse of your religion convince the world
thereof, by proclaiming your doctrine to our
enemies, FOR THEY LIKEWISE BEAR ARMS. Give
us proof of your sincerity by publishing it at St.
James's, to the commanders in chief at Boston, to
the Admirals and Captains who are piratically
ravaging our coasts, and to all the murdering
miscreants who are acting in authority under HIM
whom ye profess to serve. Had ye the honest soul
of BARCLAY ye would preach repentance to YOUR
king; Ye would tell the Royal Wretch his sins, and
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Continental Belt is too loosely buckled. And if
something is not done in time, it will be too late
to do any thing, and we shall fall into a state, in
which, neither RECONCILIATION nor
INDEPENDANCE will be practicable. The king and
his worthless adherents are got at their old game
of dividing the Continent, and there are not
wanting among us, Printers, who will be busy in
spreading specious falsehoods. The artful and
hypocritical letter which appeared a few months
ago in two of the New York papers, and likewise
in two others, is an evidence that there are men
who want either judgment or honesty.

It is easy getting into holes and corners and
talking of reconciliation: But do such men
seriously consider, how difficult the task is, and
how dangerous it may prove, should the
Continent divide thereon. Do they take within
their view, all the various orders of men whose
situation and circumstances, as well as their own,
are to be considered therein. Do they put
themselves in the place of the sufferer whose ALL
is ALREADY gone, and of the soldier, who hath
quitted ALL for the defence of his country. If their
ill judged moderation be suited to their own
private situations only, regardless of others, the
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meddle with. As you have, without a proper
authority for so doing, put yourselves in the place
of the whole body of the Quakers, so, the writer
of this, in order to be on an equal rank with
yourselves, is under the necessity, of putting
himself in the place of all those, who, approve the
very writings and principles, against which, your
testimony is directed: And he hath chosen this
singular situation, in order, that you might
discover in him that presumption of character
which you cannot see in yourselves. For neither
he nor you can have any claim or title to
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION.

When men have departed from the right way, it is
no wonder that they stumble and fall. And it is
evident from the manner in which ye have
managed your testimony, that politics, (as a
religious body of men) is not your proper Walk;
for however well adapted it might appear to you,
it is, nevertheless, a jumble of good and bad put
unwisely together, and the conclusion drawn
therefrom, both unnatural and unjust.

The two first pages, (and the whole doth not
make four) we give you credit for, and expect the
same civility from you, because the love and
desire of peace is not confined to Quakerism, it is
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too late, "The Rubicon is passed."

Besides, the taking up arms, merely to enforce
the repeal of a pecuniary law, seems as
unwarrantable by the divine law, and as
repugnant to human feelings, as the taking up
arms to enforce obedience thereto. The object, on
either side, doth not justify the means; for the
lives of men are too valuable to be cast away on
such trifles. It is the violence which is done and
threatened to our persons; the destruction of our
property by an armed force; the invasion of our
country by fire and sword, which conscientiously
qualifies the use of arms: And the instant, in
which such a mode of defence became necessary,
all subjection to Britain ought to have ceased;
and the independancy of America, should have
been considered, as dating its aera from, and
published by, THE FIRST MUSKET THAT WAS
FIRED AGAINST HER. This line is a line of
consistency; neither drawn by caprice, nor
extended by ambition; but produced by a chain of
events, of which the colonies were not the
authors.

I shall conclude these remarks with the following
timely and well intended hints. We ought to
reflect, that there are three different ways by
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