Stemmed the wild torrent of a barbarous age,
And drove those holy Vandals off the stage.

But see! each muse, in Leo's golden days,
Starts from her trance and trims her withered
bays,

Rome's ancient genius o'er its ruins spread
Shakes off the dust, and rears his reverent head
Then sculpture and her sister arts revive,
Stones leaped to form, and rocks began to live;
With sweeter notes each rising temple rung,

A Raphael painted, and a Vida sung

Immortal Vida! on whose honored brow

The poets bays and critic's ivy grow

Cremona now shall ever boast thy name

As next in place to Mantua, next in fame!

But soon by impious arms from Latium chased,

Their ancient bounds the banished muses passed.

Thence arts o'er all the northern world advance,
But critic-learning flourished most in France,
The rules a nation born to serve, obeys;

And Boileau still in right of Horace sways

But we, brave Britons, foreign laws despised,
And kept unconquered and uncivilized,

Fierce for the liberties of wit and bold,
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For the worst avarice is that of sense

With mean complacence, ne'er betray your trust,
Nor be so civil as to prove unjust

Fear not the anger of the wise to raise,

Those best can bear reproof who merit praise.

'Twere well might critics still this freedom take,
But Appius reddens at each word you speak,
And stares, tremendous with a threatening eye,
Like some fierce tyrant in old tapestry

Fear most to tax an honorable fool

Whose right it is uncensured to be dull

Such, without wit are poets when they please,
As without learning they can take degrees
Leave dangerous truths to unsuccessful satires,
And flattery to fulsome dedicators

Whom, when they praise, the world believes no
more,

Than when they promise to give scribbling o'er.

'Tis best sometimes your censure to restrain,
And charitably let the dull be vain

Your silence there is better than your spite,

For who can rail so long as they can write?

Still humming on, their drowsy course they keep,
And lashed so long like tops are lashed asleep.
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The learned reflect on what before they knew
Careless of censure, nor too fond of fame,

Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame,
Averse alike to flatter, or offend,

Not free from faults, nor yet too vain to mend.

First Published 1711 (written 1709)
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For fools rush in where angels fear to tread
Distrustful sense with modest caution speaks,
It still looks home, and short excursions makes;
But rattling nonsense in full volleys breaks,
And, never shocked, and never turned aside.
Bursts out, resistless, with a thundering tide,

But where's the man who counsel can bestow,
Still pleased to teach, and yet not proud to know?
Unbiased, or by favor, or in spite,

Not dully prepossessed, nor blindly right;

Though learned, well-bred, and though well bred,
sincere,

Modestly bold, and humanly severe,

Who to a friend his faults can freely show,

And gladly praise the merit of a foe?

Blessed with a taste exact, yet unconfined;

A knowledge both of books and human kind;
Generous converse, a soul exempt from pride;
And love to praise, with reason on his side?

Such once were critics such the happy few,
Athens and Rome in better ages knew.

The mighty Stagirite first left the shore,

Spread all his sails, and durst the deeps explore;
He steered securely, and discovered far,
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