course of affairs. The evidence, as you remarked
just now, choked off suspicion against Sebastien
by disclosing an utter absence of anything that
could be considered a motive or provocation for
the crime, if crime there was."

"Oh, read the letter," said Sir Lulworth
impatiently.

"It's a long rambling affair, like most of his letters
in his later years," said Egbert. "I'll read the part
that bears immediately on the mystery.

"'T very much fear I shall have to get rid of
Sebastien. He cooks divinely, but he has the
temper of a fiend or an anthropoid ape, and I am
really in bodily fear of him. We had a dispute the
other day as to the correct sort of lunch to be
served on Ash Wednesday, and I got so irritated
and annoyed at his conceit and obstinacy that at
last I threw a cupful of coffee in his face and
called him at the same time an impudent
jackanapes. Very little of the coffee went actually
in his face, but I have never seen a human being
show such deplorable lack of self-control. I
laughed at the threat of killing me that he
spluttered out in his rage, and thought the whole
thing would blow over, but I have several times
since caught him scowling and muttering in a
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"Yes," said Egbert, "and executor as well. It's in
that connection that I particularly want to speak
to you."

"Business is not my strong point at any time,"
said Sir Lulworth, "and certainly not when we're
on the immediate threshold of lunch."

"It isn't exactly business," explained Egbert, as he
followed his uncle into the dining-room.

"It's something rather serious. Very serious."

"Then we can't possibly speak about it now," said
Sir Lulworth; "no one could talk seriously during a
borshch. A beautifully constructed borshch, such
as you are going to experience presently, ought
not only to banish conversation but almost to
annihilate thought. Later on, when we arrive at
the second stage of olives, I shall be quite ready
to discuss that new book on Borrow, or, if you
prefer it, the present situation in the Grand Duchy
of Luxemburg. But I absolutely decline to talk
anything approaching business till we have
finished with the bird."

For the greater part of the meal Egbert sat in an
abstracted silence, the silence of a man whose
mind is focussed on one topic. When the coffee
stage had been reached he launched himself
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the glowing centre of the grate. The small, neat
handwriting shrivelled into black flaky
nothingness.

"What on earth did you do that for?" gasped
Egbert. "That letter was our one piece of evidence
to connect Sebastien with the crime."

"That is why I destroyed it," said Sir Lulworth.

"But why should you want to shield him?" cried
Egbert; "the man is a common murderer."

"A common murderer, possibly, but a very
uncommon cook."

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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could not possibly have been inflicted at that
angle of the skull. They experimented with a
dummy figure falling in every conceivable
position."

"But the motive?" exclaimed Sir Lulworth; "no one
had any interest in doing away with him, and the
number of people who destroy Canons of the
Established Church for the mere fun of killing
must be extremely limited. Of course there are
individuals of weak mental balance who do that
sort of thing, but they seldom conceal their
handiwork; they are more generally inclined to
parade it."

"His cook was under suspicion," said Egbert
shortly.

"I know he was," said Sir Lulworth, "simply
because he was about the only person on the
premises at the time of the tragedy. But could
anything be sillier than trying to fasten a charge
of murder on to Sebastien? He had nothing to
gain, in fact, a good deal to lose, from the death
of his employer. The Canon was paying him quite
as good wages as I was able to offer him when I
took him over into my service. I have since raised
them to something a little more in accordance
with his real worth, but at the time he was glad to
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