wind up with. Two of his nieces are to be asked to
be bridesmaids, so with our lot there will be
seven, which is rather a lucky number. You are to
wear your pearl grey, with any amount of Honiton
lace jabbed into it. By the way, he's coming over
this evening to ask your consent to the whole
affair. So far all's well, but about the Brogue it's a
different matter. I told him the legend about the
stable, and how keen we were about buying the
horse back, but he seems equally keen on
keeping it. He said he must have horse exercise
now that he's living in the country, and he's going
to start riding tomorrow. He's ridden a few times
in the Row, on an animal that was accustomed to
carry octogenarians and people undergoing rest
cures, and that's about all his experience in the
saddle -- oh, and he rode a pony once in Norfolk,
when he was fifteen and the pony twenty-four;
and tomorrow he's going to ride the Brogue! I
shall be a widow before I'm married, and I do so
want to see what Corsica's like; it looks so silly on
the map."

Clovis was sent for in haste, and the
developments of the situation put before him.

"Nobody can ride that animal with any safety,"
said Mrs. Mullet, "except Toby, and he knows by

The Brogue

Saki (H H Munro)
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characteristics were not ideal in the hunting field,
but he was probably rather safer to ride to
hounds than he was as a hack on country roads.
According to the Mullet family, he was not really
road- shy, but there were one or two objects of
dislike that brought on sudden attacks of what
Toby called the swerving sickness. Motors and
cycles he treated with tolerant disregard, but
pigs, wheelbarrows, piles of stones by the
roadside, perambulators in a village street, gates
painted too aggressively white, and sometimes,
but not always, the newer kind of beehives,
turned him aside from his tracks in vivid imitation
of the zigzag course of forked lightning. If a
pheasant rose noisily from the other side of a
hedgerow the Brogue would spring into the air at
the same moment, but this may have been due to
a desire to be companionable. The Mullet family
contradicted the widely prevalent report that the
horse was a confirmed crib-biter.

It was about the third week in May that Mrs.
Mullet, relict of the late Sylvester Mullet, and
mother of Toby and a bunch of daughters,
assailed Clovis Sangrail on the outskirts of the
village with a breathless catalogue of local
happenings.
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fiction can be kept up till the ceremony is safely
over."

Mrs. Mullet belonged to an emotional race, and
she kissed Clovis.

It was nobody's fault that the rain came down in
torrents the next morning, making a picnic a
fantastic impossibility. It was also nobody's fault,
but sheer ill-luck, that the weather cleared up
sufficiently in the afternoon to tempt Mr.
Penricarde to make his first essay with the
Brogue. They did not get as far as the pigs at
Lockyer's farm; the rectory gate was painted a
dull unobtrusive green, but it had been white a
year or two ago, and the Brogue never forgot that
he had been in the habit of making a violent
curtsey, a back-pedal and a swerve at this
particular point of the road. Subsequently, there
being apparently no further call on his services,
he broke his way into the rectory orchard, where
he found a hen turkey in a coop; later visitors to
the orchard found the coop almost intact, but
very little left of the turkey.

Mr. Penricarde, a little stunned and shaken, and
suffering from a bruised knee and some minor
damages, good-naturedly ascribed the accident to
his own inexperience with horses and country
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sooner. Yesterday, at the Rectory garden party,
he asked her what her favourite flowers were, and
she told him carnations, and today a whole stack
of carnations has arrived, clove and malmaison
and lovely dark red ones, regular exhibition
blooms, and a box of chocolates that he must
have got on purpose from London. And he's asked
her to go round the links with him tomorrow. And
now, just at this critical moment, Toby has sold
him that animal. It's a calamity!"

"But you've been trying to get the horse off your
hands for years," said Clovis.

"I've got a houseful of daughters," said Mrs.
Mullet, "and I've been trying - -well, not to get
them off my hands, of course, but a husband or
two wouldn't be amiss among the lot of them;
there are six of them, you know."

"T don't know," said Clovis, "I've never counted,
but I expect you're right as to the number;
mothers generally know these things."

"And now," continued Mrs. Mullet, in her tragic
whisper, "when there's a rich husband-in-prospect
imminent on the horizon Toby goes and sells him
that miserable animal. It will probably kill him if
he tries to ride it; anyway it will kill any affection
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