how to get to the Nineveh garden-party, some
three miles distant, seemed rather difficult to
solve; once there, of course, my sister would
easily find some one to drive her home. 'I
suppose you wouldn't care for the loan of a couple
of my camels?' the showman suggested, in
humorous sympathy. 'I would,' said my sister,
who had ridden camel-back in Egypt, and she
overruled the objections of the groom, who
hadn't. She picked out two of the most
presentable-looking of the beasts and had them
dusted and made as tidy as was possible at short
notice, and set out for the Nineveh mansion. You
may imagine the sensation that her small but
imposing caravan created when she arrived at the
hall door. The entire garden-party flocked up to
gape. My sister was rather glad to slip down from
her camel, and the groom was thankful to
scramble down from his. Then young Billy
Doulton, of the Dragoon Guards, who has been a
lot at Aden and thinks he knows camel-language
backwards, thought he would show off by making
the beasts kneel down in orthodox fashion.
Unfortunately camel words-of-command are not
the same all the world over; these were
maghnificent Turkestan camels, accustomed to
stride up the stony terraces of mountain passes,
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links, turf, and gaming table, by flood and field
and covert-side. Now his season of immunity was
coming to an end. There was no escape; in
another moment he would be numbered among
those who knew Amblecope to speak to -- or
rather, to suffer being spoken to.

The intruder was armed with a copy of Country
Life, not for purposes of reading, but as an aid to
conversational ice-breaking.

"Rather a good portrait of Throstlewing," he
remarked explosively, turning his large
challenging eyes on Treddleford; "somehow it
reminds me very much of Yellowstep, who was
supposed to be such a good thing for the Grand
Prix in 1903. Curious race that was; I suppose
I've seen every race for the Grand Prix for the last

"Be kind enough never to mention the Grand Prix
in my hearing," said Treddleford desperately; "it
awakens acutely distressing memories. I can't
explain why without going into a long and
complicated story."

"Oh, certainly, certainly," said Amblecope hastily;
long and complicated stories that were not told by
himself were abominable in his eyes. He turned
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the Grand Prix, with subsequent remarks on
Newmarket and the Cambridgeshire. Amblecope
made as if to pass out first, but a new-born pride
was surging in Treddleford's breast and he waved
him back.

"I believe I take precedence," he said coldly; "you
are merely the club Bore; I am the club Liar."

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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reign. Of course she wasn't going to stand that;
she followed it through bracken and brushwood,
and when it took to the open country and started
across a ploughed field she jumped on to the
shooting pony and went after it. The chase was a
long one, and when my aunt at last ran the bird
to a standstill she was nearer home than she was
to the shooting party; she had left that some five
miles behind her."

"Rather a long run for a wounded pheasant,"
snapped Amblecope.

"The story rests on my aunt's authority," said
Treddleford coldly, "and she is local vice-president
of the Young Women's Christian Association. She
trotted three miles or so to her home, and it was
not till the middle of the afternoon that it was
discovered that the lunch for the entire shooting
party was in a pannier attached to the pony's
saddle. Anyway, she got her bird."

"Some birds, of course, take a lot of killing," said

Amblecope; "so do some fish. I remember once I

was fishing in the Exe, lovely trout stream, lots of
fish, though they don't run to any great size --"

"One of them did," announced Treddleford, with
emphasis. "My uncle, the Bishop of Southmolton,
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