cut-and-dried, too perfunctory."

"It is not a bit more perfunctory than the present
system," said Egbert; "I have only the same
conventional language of gratitude at my disposal
with which to thank dear old Colonel Chuttle for
his perfectly delicious Stilton, which we shall
devour to the last morsel, and the Froplinsons for
their calendar, which we shall never look at.
Colonel Chuttle knows that we are grateful for the
Stilton, without having to be told so, and the
Froplinsons know that we are bored with their
calendar, whatever we may say to the contrary,
just as we know that they are bored with the
bridge-markers in spite of their written assurance
that they thanked us for our charming little gift.
What is more, the Colonel knows that even if we
had taken a sudden aversion to Stilton or been
forbidden it by the doctor, we should still have
written a letter of hearty thanks around it. So you
see the present system of acknowledgment is just
as perfunctory and conventional as the counterfoil
business would be, only ten times more tiresome
and brain-racking."

"Your plan would certainly bring the ideal of a
Happy Christmas a step nearer realisation," said
Janetta.
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"A William the Conqueror calendar," said Janetta,
"with a quotation of one of his great thoughts for
every day in the year."

"Impossible," said Egbert; "he didn't have three

hundred and sixty-five thoughts in the whole of

his life, or, if he did, he kept them to himself. He
was a man of action, not of introspection."

"Well, it was William Wordsworth, then," said
Janetta; "I know William came into it

somewhere."

"That sounds more probable," said Egbert; "well,
let's collaborate on this letter of thanks and get it
done. I'll dictate, and you can scribble it down.
'Dear Mrs. Froplinson -- thank you and your
husband so much for the very pretty calendar you
sent us. It was very good of you to think of us."

"You can't possibly say that,"
down her pen.

said Janetta, laying

"It's what I always do say, and what every one
says to me," protested Egbert.

"We sent them something on the twenty-second,"
said Janetta, "so they simply _had_ to think of us.
There was no getting away from it."

"What did we send them?" asked Egbert gloomily.
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Again Janetta laid down her pen.

"Do you realise what that means?" she asked; "a
Wordsworth booklet next Christmas, and another
calendar the Christmas after, with the same
problem of having to write suitable letters of
thankfulness. No, the best thing to do is to drop
all further allusion to the calendar and switch off
on to some other topic."

"But what other topic?"

"Oh, something like this: 'What do you think of
the New Year Honours List? A friend of ours made
such a clever remark when he read it.' Then you
can stick in any remark that comes into your
head; it needn't be clever. The Froplinsons won't
know whether it is or isn't."

"We don't even know on which side they are in
politics," objected Egbert; "and anyhow you can't
suddenly dismiss the subject of the calendar.
Surely there must be some intelligent remark that
can be made about it."

"Well, we can't think of one," said Janetta
wearily; "the fact is, we've both written ourselves
out. Heavens! I've just remembered Mrs. Stephen
Ludberry. I haven't thanked her for what she
sent."
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