dreaming look in the boy's eyes changed for a
moment into one of mute protest, "you can meet
me afterwards in the cutlery department; I've just
remembered that I haven't a corkscrew in the
house that can be depended on."

Cyprian was not to be found in the cutlery
department when his aunt in due course arrived
there, but in the crush and bustle of anxious
shoppers and busy attendants it was an easy
matter to miss anyone. It was in the leather
goods department some quarter of an hour later
that Adela Chemping caught sight of her nephew,
separated from her by a rampart of suit-cases
and portmanteaux and hemmed in by the jostling
crush of human beings that now invaded every
corner of the great shopping emporium. She was
just in time to witness a pardonable but rather
embarrassing mistake on the part of a lady who
had wriggled her way with unstayable
determination towards the bareheaded Cyprian,
and was now breathlessly demanding the sale
price of a handbag which had taken her fancy.

"There now," exclaimed Adela to herself, "she
takes him for one of the shop assistants because
he hasn't got a hat on. I wonder it hasn't
happened before."

The Dreamer

Saki (H H Munro)
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abhorrent.

"Meet me just outside the floral department," she
wrote to him, "and don't be a moment later than
eleven."

Cyprian was a boy who carried with him through
early life the wondering look of a dreamer, the
eyes of one who sees things that are not visible to
ordinary mortals, and invests the commonplace
things of this world with qualities unsuspected by
plainer folk -- the eyes of a poet or a house
agent. He was quietly dressed -- that sartorial
quietude which frequently accompanies early
adolescence, and is usually attributed by
novel-writers to the influence of a widowed
mother. His hair was brushed back in a
smoothness as of ribbon seaweed and seamed
with a narrow furrow that scarcely aimed at being
a parting. His aunt particularly noted this item of
his toilet when they met at the appointed
rendezvous, because he was standing waiting for
her bareheaded.

"Where is your hat?" she asked.
"I didn't bring one with me," he replied.

Adela Chemping was slightly scandalised.
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around the counters of the book department. The
dream look was deeper than ever in his eyes. He
had just sold two books of devotion to an elderly
Canon.

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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The wondering look deepened in Cyprian's eyes
as he followed his aunt; he belonged to a
generation that is supposed to be over-fond of the
role of mere spectator, but looking at napkins that
one did not mean to buy was a pleasure beyond
his comprehension. Mrs. Chemping held one or
two napkins up to the light and stared fixedly at
them, as though she half expected to find some
revolutionary cypher written on them in scarcely
visible ink; then she suddenly broke away in the
direction of the glassware department.

"Millicent asked me to get her a couple of
decanters if there were any going really cheap,"
she explained on the way, "and I really do want a
salad bowl. I can come back to the napkins later
on."

She handled and scrutinised a large number of
decanters and a long series of salad bowls, and
finally bought seven chrysanthemum vases.

"No one uses that kind of vase nowadays," she
informed Cyprian, "but they will do for presents
next Christmas."

Two sunshades that were marked down to a price
that Mrs. Chemping considered absurdly cheap
were added to her purchases.
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