brilliant forethought to provide himself with a
cake of soap, wrapped and sealed with all the
solicitude of the chemist's counter, he would have
been a genius in his particular line. In his
particular line genius certainly consists of an
infinite capacity for taking precautions."

With that reflection Gortsby rose to go; as he did
so an exclamation of concern escaped him. Lying
on the ground by the side of the bench was a
small oval packet, wrapped and sealed with the
solicitude of a chemist's counter. It could be
nothing else but a cake of soap, and it had
evidently fallen out of the youth's overcoat pocket
when he flung himself down on the seat. In
another moment Gortsby was scudding along the
dusk-shrouded path in anxious quest for a
youthful figure in a light overcoat. He had nearly
given up the search when he caught sight of the
object of his pursuit standing irresolutely on the
border of the carriage drive, evidently uncertain
whether to strike across the Park or make for the
bustling pavements of Knightsbridge. He turned
round sharply with an air of defensive hostility
when he found Gortsby hailing him.

"The important witness to the genuineness of
your story has turned up," said Gortsby, holding

Saki (H H Munro)
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The wanderers in the dusk did not choose to have
strange looks fasten on them, therefore they
came out in this bat-fashion, taking their pleasure
sadly in a pleasure-ground that had emptied of its
rightful occupants. Beyond the sheltering screen
of bushes and palings came a realm of brilliant
lights and noisy, rushing traffic. A blazing,
many-tiered stretch of windows shone through
the dusk and almost dispersed it, marking the
haunts of those other people, who held their own
in life's struggle, or at any rate had not had to
admit failure. So Gortsby's imagination pictured
things as he sat on his bench in the almost
deserted walk. He was in the mood to count
himself among the defeated. Money troubles did
not press on him; had he so wished he could have
strolled into the thoroughfares of light and noise,
and taken his place among the jostling ranks of
those who enjoyed prosperity or struggled for it.
He had failed in a more subtle ambition, and for
the moment he was heartsore and disillusionised,
and not disinclined to take a certain cynical
pleasure in observing and labelling his fellow
wanderers as they went their ways in the dark
stretches between the lamp-lights.
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gentleman poking and peering beneath it and on
all sides of it, and recognised his earlier fellow
occupant.

"Have you lost anything, sir?" he asked.

"Yes, sir, a cake of soap."

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk

Text from Project Gutenberg: www.gutenberg.net
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"You don't seem in a very good temper," said
Gortsby, judging that he was expected to take
due notice of the demonstration.

The young man turned to him with a look of
disarming frankness which put him instantly on
his guard.

"You wouldn't be in a good temper if you were in
the fix I'm in," he said; "I've done the silliest
thing I've ever done in my life."

"Yes?" said Gortsby dispassionately.

"Came up this afternoon, meaning to stay at the
Patagonian Hotel in Berkshire Square," continued
the young man; "when I got there I found it had
been pulled down some weeks ago and a cinema
theatre run up on the site. The taxi driver
recommended me to another hotel some way off
and I went there. I just sent a letter to my
people, giving them the address, and then I went
out to buy some soap -- I'd forgotten to pack any
and I hate using hotel soap. Then I strolled about
a bit, had a drink at a bar and looked at the
shops, and when I came to turn my steps back to
the hotel I suddenly realised that I didn't
remember its name or even what street it was in.
There's a nice predicament for a fellow who hasn't
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