"I didn't get really alarmed about it till lunch
to-day," said Clovis; "I caught him glowering at
you with a very sinister look and muttering:
'Ought to be dead long ago, she ought, and some
one should see to it.' That's why I mentioned the
matter to you."

"This is awful," said Jane; "your mother must be
told about it at once."

"My mother mustn't hear a word about it," said
Clovis earnestly; "it would upset her dreadfully.
She relies on Sturridge for everything."

"But he might kill me at any moment," protested
Jane.

"Not at any moment; he's busy with the silver all
the afternoon.”

"You'll have to keep a sharp look-out all the time
and be on your guard to frustrate any murderous
attack," said Jane, adding in a tone of weak
obstinacy: "It's a dreadful situation to be in, with
a mad butler dangling over you like the sword of
What's-his-name, but I'm certainly not going to
cut my visit short."

Clovis swore horribly under his breath; the
miracle was an obvious misfire.

The Hen

Saki (H H Munro)
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"It was a bronze Leghorn or some such exotic
breed, and Dora sold it to Jane at a rather exotic
price. They both go in for prize poultry, you know,
and Jane thought she was going to get her money
back in a large family of pedigree chickens. The
bird turned out to be an abstainer from the egg
habit, and I'm told that the letters which passed
between the two women were a revelation as to
how much invective could be got on to a sheet of
notepaper."

"How ridiculous!" said Mrs. Sangrail. "Couldn't
some of their friends compose the quarrel?"

"People tried," said Clovis, "but it must have been
rather like composing the storm music of the
'Fliegende Hollander.' Jane was willing to take
back some of her most libellous remarks if Dora
would take back the hen, but Dora said that
would be owning herself in the wrong, and you
know she'd as soon think of owning slum property
in Whitechapel as do that."

"It's a most awkward situation," said Mrs.
Sangrail. "Do you suppose they won't speak to
one another?"

"On the contrary, the difficulty will be to get them
to leave off. Their remarks on each other's
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"Servants a nuisance!" exclaimed Jane, bounding
into the topic with the exuberant plunge of a
hunter when it leaves the high road and feels turf
under its hoofs; "I should think they were! The
trouble I've had in getting suited this year you
would hardly believe. But I don't see what you
have to complain of -- your mother is so
wonderfully lucky in her servants. Sturridge, for
instance -- he's been with you for years, and I'm
sure he's a paragon as butlers go."

"That's just the trouble," said Clovis. "It's when
servants have been with you for years that they
become a really serious nuisance. The 'here today
and gone tomorrow' sort don't matter -- you've
simply got to replace them; it's the stayers and
the paragons that are the real worry."

"But if they give satisfaction --"

"That doesn't prevent them from giving trouble.
Now, you've mentioned Sturridge -- it was
Sturridge I was particularly thinking of when I
made the observation about servants being a
nuisance."

"The excellent Sturridge a nuisance! I can't
believe it."
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some story about an urgent wire having called
you away. It wouldn't do to alarm her
unnecessarily about Sturridge."

Jane sniffed slightly at Clovis' ideas of
unnecessary alarm, and was almost rude to the
young man who came round with thoughtful
inquiries as to luncheon-baskets.

The miracle lost some of its usefulness from the
fact that Dora wrote the same day postponing the
date of her visit, but, at any rate, Clovis holds the
record as the only human being who ever hustled
Jane Martlet out of the time-table of her
migrations.

Transcribed from the 1914 John Lane, The Bodley
Head edition by David Price,
ccx074@coventry.ac.uk
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"What sort of delusions?"

"Unfortunately they usually centre round one of
the guests of the house party, and that is where
the awkwardness comes in. For instance, he took
it into his head that Matilda Sheringham was the
Prophet Elijah, and as all that he remembered
about Elijah's history was the episode of the
ravens in the wilderness he absolutely declined to
interfere with what he imagined to be Matilda's
private catering arrangements, wouldn't allow any
tea to be sent up to her in the morning, and if he
was waiting at table he passed her over
altogether in handing round the dishes."

"How very unpleasant. Whatever did you do about
it?"

"Oh, Matilda got fed, after a fashion, but it was
judged to be best for her to cut her visit short. It
was really the only thing to be done," said Clovis
with some emphasis.

"I shouldn't have done that," said Jane, "I should
have humoured him in some way. I certainly
shouldn't have gone away."

Clovis frowned.
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