temporary owner slipped unobtrusively out of the
hotel. Her departure was not, however, altogether
unnoticed. Two gentlemen were strolling past
Jerton, and one of them remarked to the other:

"Did you see that tall young woman in grey who
went out just now? She is the Lady --"

His promenade carried him out of earshot at the
critical moment when he was about to disclose
the elusive identity. The Lady Who? Jerton could
scarcely run after a total stranger, break into his
conversation, and ask him for information
concerning a chance passer-by. Besides, it was
desirable that he should keep up the appearance
of looking after the luggage. In a minute or two,
however, the important personage, the man who
knew, came strolling back alone. Jerton
summoned up all his courage and waylaid him.

"I think I heard you say you knew the lady who
went out of the hotel a few minutes ago, a tall
lady, dressed in grey. Excuse me for asking if you
could tell me her name; I've been talking to her
for half an hour; she-- e r-- she knows all my
people and seems to know me, so I suppose I've
met her somewhere before, but I'm blest if I can
put a name to her. Could you --?"

The Holiday
Task

Saki (H H Munro)
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"What is the name of these roses, d'you know?"
he asked the waiter. The waiter was ready at all
times to conceal his ignorance concerning items
of the wine-list or menu; he was frankly ignorant
as to the specific name of the roses.

"Amy Sylvester Partinglon," said a voice at
Jerton's elbow.

The voice came from a pleasant-faced,
well-dressed young woman who was sitting at a
table that almost touched Jerton's. He thanked
her hurriedly and nervously for the information,
and made some inconsequent remark about the
flowers.

"It is a curious thing," said the young woman,
that, "I should be able to tell you the name of
those roses without an effort of memory, because
if you were to ask me my name I should be
utterly unable to give it to you."

Jerton had not harboured the least intention of
extending his thirst for name-labels to his
neighbour. After her rather remarkable
announcement, however, he was obliged to say
something in the way of polite inquiry.

"Yes," answered the lady, "I suppose it is a case
of partial loss of memory. I was in the train
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Anyhow, I hate causing trouble."

Jerton had visions of harassed railway officials
and distraught Kestrel-Smiths, but he made no
attempt to clothe his mental picture in words. The
lady continued her story.

"Naturally, none of my keys would fit the things,
but I told an intelligent page boy that I had lost
my key-ring, and he had the locks forced in a
twinkling. Rather too intelligent, that boy; he will
probably end in Dartmoor. The Kestrel-Smith
toilet tools aren't up to much, but they are better
than nothing."

"If you feel sure that you have a title," said
Jerton, "why not get hold of a peerage and go
right through it?"

"I tried that. I skimmed through the list of the
House of Lords in 'Whitaker,' but a mere printed
string of names conveys awfully little to one, you
know. If you were an army officer and had lost
your identity you might pore over the Army List
for months without finding out who your were.
I'm going on another tack; I'm trying to find out
by various little tests who I am not -- that will
narrow the range of uncertainty down a bit. You
may have noticed, for instance, that I'm lunching
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grandchildren or sons old enough to have
celebrated their coming of age. I've only got to
consider the ones about my own age. I tell you
how you might help me this afternoon, if you
don't mind; go through any of the back numbers
of Country Life and those sort of papers that you
can find in the smoking-room, and see if you
come across my portrait with infant son or
anything of that sort. It won't take you ten
minutes. I'll meet you in the lounge about
tea-time. Thanks awfully."

And the Fair Unknown, having graciously pressed
Jerton into the search for her lost identity, rose
and left the room. As she passed the young man's
table she halted for a moment and whispered:

"Did you notice that I tipped the waiter a shilling?
We can cross Lady Ulwight off the list; she would
have died rather than do that."

At five o'clock Jerton made his way to the hotel
lounge; he had spent a diligent but fruitless
quarter of an hour among the illustrated weeklies
in the smoking-room. His new acquaintance was
seated at a small tea-table, with a waiter
hovering in attendance.
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